
 JOURNAL OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MISSOURI 

 

Tuesday September 15, 2020 1:00 P.M. 

 

 The County Council of St. Louis County, Missouri, met on Tuesday,  

September 15, 2020, at 1:00 P.M., by video conference, pursuant to adjournment with Chairwoman 

Clancy presiding. 

ROLL CALL  

 On roll call, the following Council Members were present: 

Rita Heard Days 

Kelli Dunaway 

Tim Fitch 

Rochelle Walton Gray 

 Lisa D. Clancy 

Ernie Trakas 

Mark Harder 

 A quorum being present, Chairwoman Clancy declared the County Council in session for 

the transaction of Business. 

 Also present were Beth Orwick, County Counselor, and Diann L. Valenti, Acting 

Administrative Director. 

APPROVAL OF THE JOURNAL  

 Moved by Councilwoman Walton Gray, seconded by Councilman Fitch and carried that 

the Journal of the Meeting of September 8, 2020, be approved.  
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COMMUNICATIONS  

OTHER COMMUNICATIONS  

Item No. 1 

 Communication with attachment dated September 9, 2020 from Vickie Fredrick, Acting 

Treasurer, and Tod A. Martin, Director of the Department of Administration, forwarding the 

Missouri Securities Investment Program ï A Comprehensive Cash Management Service 

Established Exclusively for Missouri School Districts and Municipalities ï Annual Report 

dated February 29, 2020. 

 Action:   There being no objection, Chairwoman Clancy ordered the item be received and 

filed. 

Item No. 2 

 Communication with attachment dated September 3, 2020 from Tod A. Martin, Director 

of the Department of Administration, requesting approval as provided in Section 8.050 and 

Ordinance #27,318 and with the concurrence of the Director of Performance Management and 

Budget, for the transfer of $26,000 within the General (1010) Fund appropriation of the 

Department of Administration, as indicated, stating this fund transfer will be used to replace a 

courier van used by General Services to make daily deliveries of mail, packages, PPE, and other 

items between the Countyôs 70+ locations including health centers, police precincts, parks, and 

government centers, as described. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilwoman Clancy, seconded by Councilwoman Walton Gray and 

carried that the item be received, filed and the appropriation transfer be approved as requested.  
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Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 3 ï 3rd and 7th Districts 

 Communication with attachments dated September 10, 2020 from the Honorable Tim 

Fitch, Councilman for the 3rd District, directed to Ms. Genevieve Frank, Associate County 

Counselor, requesting preparation of substitute bills for Bill Nos. 175 and 176 for introduction at 

the September 15, 2020 Council Meeting, as indicated, stating if passed, these substitute bills 

would amend the original bills by providing Council oversight of the County Executive state of 

emergency orders and public health orders issued by the Director of the Department of Public 

Health by ordinance, as described, and further requesting Councilman Mark Harder be added as a 

cosponsor. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilman Fitch and there being no objection, Chairwoman Clancy 

ordered the item be received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the appropriate 

legislation. 

Item No. 4 ï 5th, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 6th Districts 

 Communication dated September 11, 2020 from the Honorable Lisa Clancy, Council 

Chairwoman and Councilwoman for the 5th District, directed to Gen Frank, Associate County 

Counselor, requesting preparation of a Resolution for introduction at the September 15, 2020 

Council Meeting honoring the work that Rev. Dr. Starsky Wilson has done in the  

St. Louis region while wishing him success during his new role as the CEO for the Childrenôs 

Defense Fund in Washington, D.C., and further requesting Council Members Kelli Dunaway, Tim 

Fitch, Rochelle Walton Gray and Ernie Trakas be added as cosponsors.  
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Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 4 ï 5th, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 6th Districts ï Continued 

 Action:   There being no objection, Chairwoman Clancy ordered the item be received, filed 

and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 5 ï 6th District  

 Report of the Acting Director of the Department of Revenue requesting County Council 

approval for a Change of Owner as requested by Mary Marshall, Managing Officer,  

C & Côs LLC/DBA Fergies, 1699 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis County, MO 63125, requesting 

permission to obtain a Retail by the Drink and Sunday Liquor License (Change of Owner). 

 Action:   Moved by Councilman Trakas, seconded by Councilman Harder and carried that 

the item be received, filed and the Change of Owner be approved as requested. 

Item No. 6 ï 7th and 3rd Districts 

 Communication dated September 11, 2020 from the Honorable Mark Harder, Councilman 

for the 7th District, directed to Gen Frank, Associate County Counselor, requesting preparation of 

a Resolution for introduction at the September 15, 2020 Council Meeting encouraging the County 

Executive to allow and encourage public schools to open and to allow youth sports to resume 

competitive play, and further requesting Councilman Tim Fitch be added as a cosponsor. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilman Harder and there being no objection, Chairwoman Clancy 

ordered the item be received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the appropriate 

legislation. 
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Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 7 ï 6th District  

 Report of the Acting Director of the St. Louis County Planning Department enclosing 

Proposed Record Plat, Trust Indenture, General Warranty Deed, and Deposit Agreement ñPart Aò 

in the amount of $564,800.50 and Deposit Agreement ñPart Bò in the amount of $163,578.89 for 

County Council approval pertaining to for Arbors at Stonegate, a proposed development located 

on the south side of Gravois Road, approximately 190 feet west of Heege Road; Developer:  

Arbors at Stonegate, LLC. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilman Trakas, seconded by Councilman Harder and carried that 

the Deposit Agreement ñPart Aò, Deposit Agreement ñPart Bò and the Subdivision Plat submitted 

by the Acting Director of St. Louis County Department of Planning and approved by the County 

Counselor in the sum of $564,800.50 (Deposit Agreement ñPart Aò) and the sum of $163,578.89 

(Deposit Agreement ñPart Bò) between St. Louis County, Missouri and Arbors at Stonegate, LLC, 

Developer, and the Deposit Agreements secured by Letters of Credit with Midwest BankCentre, 

guaranteeing the necessary improvements in the Arbors at Stonegate subdivision, all in accordance 

with the approved plans therfor and in accordance with the ordinances of the County regulating 

the same, be received, filed and approved as recommended. 

Item No. 8 ï 1st District  

 Communication from the Honorable Rita Heard Days, Councilwoman for the 1st District, 

directed to Beth Orwick, County Counselor, requesting preparation of legislation for introduction  
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Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 8 ï 1st District ï Continued 

at the September 15, 2020 Council Meeting to repeal and replace Ordinance No. 27,772, as 

indicated. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilwoman Days and there being no objection, Chairwoman 

Clancy ordered the item be received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the 

appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 9 ï 1st District 

 Communication from the Honorable Rita Heard Days, Councilwoman for the 1st District, 

directed to Beth Orwick, County Counselor, requesting preparation of Resolutions for the 

Neighborhood Fellows Program, as indicated. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilwoman Days and there being no objection, Chairwoman 

Clancy ordered the item be received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the 

appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 10 

 Communication with attachments from The Honorable Sam Page, County Executive, 

recommending the necessary legislative action, as requested by the Director of the Department of 

Administration, to authorize a contract with RightChoice Managed Care, Inc. d/b/a Anthem Blue 

Cross and Blue Shield (Anthem) to provide Medical and Pharmacy Stop Loss services for a term 

of one year to commence on October 1, 2020 and continue through September 30, 2021 at an  
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Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 10 ï Continued 

estimated annual cost of $2,102,718, as indicated, stating this contract is being recommended as 

the result of a Request for Proposals (RFP), as described. 

 Action:   There being no objection, Chairwoman Clancy ordered the item be received, filed 

and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 11 

 Communication with attachment from The Honorable Sam Page, County Executive, 

recommending the necessary legislative action, as requested by the Director of Operations for the 

Family Court of St. Louis County, to accept and appropriate $10,000 in grant funds from the Office 

of State Courts Administrator to support the Family Court of St. Louis Countyôs Domestic 

Violence Court-Based Victim Advocacy project (the project), stating the term of the grant runs 

from July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021, as indicated, and further stating these grant funds will 

help fund the continuation of the project which is intended to address one of the central tenets of 

the Family Courtôs Specialized Civil Domestic Violence Court:  victim safety, as described, and 

further requesting that the Director of Operations for the Family Court be authorized to execute 

documents necessary to effectuate and carry out the intent of the grant. 

 Action:   There being no objection, Chairwoman Clancy ordered the item be received, filed 

and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the appropriate legislation. 
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Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 12 

 Communication with attachment from The Honorable Sam Page, County Executive, 

recommending the necessary legislative action, as requested by the Director of Operations for the 

Family Court of St. Louis County, to accept and appropriate $44,757.81 in grant funds from the 

Office of State Courts Administrator to support various services and functions of the Family Court 

of St. Louis Countyôs Drug Court, stating the term of the grant runs from July 1, 2020 through 

June 30, 2021, as indicated, and further stating the funds will support treatment, testing and case 

management activities as approved by the Drug Courts Coordinating Commission, as described, 

and further requesting that the Director of Operations for the Family Court be authorized to execute 

documents necessary to effectuate and carry out the intent of the grant. 

 Action:   There being no objection, Chairwoman Clancy ordered the item be received, filed 

and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 13 

 Communication with attachments from The Honorable Sam Page, County Executive, 

recommending the necessary legislative action, as requested by the Director of the Department of 

Human Services (DHS), to accept and appropriate $25,000 in supplemental Workforce Innovation 

and Opportunity Act (WIOA) grant funding from the Missouri Department of Education and 

Workforce Development to support the Local Equal Opportunity Officer (LEOO) position that 

currently exists under the DHS Division of Workforce Development, stating the term of the grant  
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Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 13 ï Continued 

runs from July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021, as indicated, and further stating the LEOO is 

responsible for the oversight of local WIOA programs, as described, and further requesting that 

the Director of DHS be authorized to execute documents necessary to effectuate and carry out the 

intent of the grant. 

 Action:   There being no objection, Chairwoman Clancy ordered the item be received, filed 

and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 14 ï All Districts  

 Communication with attachment from The Honorable Sam Page, County Executive, 

recommending the necessary legislative action, as requested by the Director of the Department of 

Parks and Recreation, to authorize a contract with the Missouri Department of Conservation 

(MDC) for implementation of the Community Assistance Program and management of twelve (12) 

lakes located in various County parks at no cost to the County, stating the term of the proposed 

grant is for 25 years with subsequent automatic one-year renewals upon mutual agreement, as 

indicated, and further stating under the terms of the contract, MDC will be responsible for 

provision of general management plans for the fishery resources of the County lakes and will 

further manage the fisheries through proper regulations, fish stocking, and actions determined 

necessary, as described. 

 Action:   There being no objection, Chairwoman Clancy ordered the item be received, filed 

and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the appropriate legislation.  
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Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 15 ï 6th District  

 Communication with attachments from The Honorable Sam Page, County Executive, 

recommending the necessary legislative action, as requested by the Director of the Department of 

Parks and Recreation, to authorize an amendment to Ordinance No. 27,796 pertaining to the 

authorization of a temporary permit within Jefferson Barracks Park to the Metropolitan St. Louis 

Sewer District (MSD) for MSDôs ñJefferson Barracks Tunnel MSD Project  

Number 1171ð15.01,ò stating the purpose of the proposed amendment is to authorize execution 

of a temporary construction easement to MSD within the same tract of land for the same 36-month 

duration as the originally authorized permit, as indicated, and further stating the temporary 

construction easement is necessary to allow MSD to complete all construction and other work 

necessary to successfully complete the tunnel project, as described. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilman Trakas and there being no objection, Chairwoman Clancy 

ordered the item be received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the appropriate 

legislation. 
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ADD ONS 

OTHER COMMUNICATIONS  

Item No. 1 ï 4th District  

 Communication dated September 11 2020 from the Honorable Rochelle Walton Gray, 

Council Vice-Chairwoman and Councilwoman for the 4th District, directed to Gen Frank, 

Associate County Counselor, requesting preparation of legislation requiring certain disclosures by 

a person applying for a position as peace officer with the St. Louis County Police Department, as 

indicated. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilwoman Walton Gray and there being no objection, 

Chairwoman Clancy ordered the item be received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to 

prepare the appropriate legislation. 

 

 

 

 

REPORT OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE  

 

Honorable Sam Page, County Executive, returned to the Acting Administrative Director, 

endorsed with his approval, the following bills, said bills being duly adopted by the County 

Council on September 8, 2020 and approved by the County Executive on September 9, 2020: 

BILL NO. 191, 2020 became Ordinance No. 27,857, 2020 

SUBSTITUTE BILL NO. 1 FOR BILL NO. 192, 2020 became Ordinance No. 27,858, 2020 

BILL NO. 193, 2020 became Ordinance No. 27,859, 2020 

BILL NO. 194, 2020 became Ordinance No. 27,860, 2020 

BILL NO. 195, 2020 became Ordinance No. 27,861, 2020 
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REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES  

 

 

Special Committee for Oversight of COVID-19 Funding and Expenditures 

 

1. Report of the Special Committee for Oversight of COVID-19 Funding and 

Expenditures meeting held on Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. to 

share information about encumbrances and expenditures, contracts that have 

been awarded, changing needs in the community, and projections of future 

need; and engage the public in a debate about how future Coronavirus Aid, 

Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act grant money is spent. 

 

Action:   Moved by Councilwoman Dunaway, seconded by Councilwoman Days and 

carried that the report dated September 8, 2020 be received, filed and adopted as submitted. 

Committee of the Whole 

 

2. Report of the Committee of the Whole meeting held on Tuesday,  

September 8, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. to consider the appointment of Dr. Gerard W. 

Hollins, Jr., DPPD, as the Director of the Department of Revenue. 

 

Action:   Moved by Councilwoman Clancy, seconded by Councilman Trakas and carried 

that the report dated June 30, 2020 be received, filed and adopted as submitted. 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC FORUM  

 

Before starting the Public Forum, Chairwoman Clancy stated:  ñWe will now move into 

the Public Forum portion of our meeting.  As a reminder of the rules, we are proud of this forum 

here in St. Louis County government and we know that this forum can serve as a positive example 

to residents and other policymaking bodies in our community.  We encourage every person who 

participates in this forum to speak with tolerance and respect towards the Council, other officials 

in County government, and each other.ò 
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Public Forum ï Continued  

 

 After Clerk Valenti announced the number of public comments, Councilman Trakas stated:  

ñMadam Chair, if I may?  Given the number of comments, I think itôs appropriate that at this time 

I move for, under Rule 19, to Suspend the Rules so that the Council can consider the application 

of Rule 5 as it existed prior to the pandemic.  Which as you know, Madam Chair, authorizes the 

Chair to put some sort of semblance of control on public comments.  If my math is right, 344 

comments is the equivalent of 17 hours at 3 minutes each.  Thereôs no way we can obviously do 

that today, so one idea that I suggest is that the Council discuss and consider limiting the public 

comment period to, say, two or three hours, with any comments that are not able to be read in that 

period would still become part of the formal record of this meeting.  Itôs just we would not be able 

to read them.  I think thatôs something that should be considered at this time given the sheer volume 

of the number of the comments that we have today.  So with that, I guess that I will formally move 

to Suspend the Rules to consider the application of Rule 5.ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñSo, the motion is simply just to consider the application of the rule, 

but itôs not a rule to limit at this point?ò 

 

 Councilman Trakas:  ñAt this point, no, I think itôs just a question of applying Rule 5, we 

could have some debate, and then we can move at that point to decide how we want to proceed.ò 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILMAN TRAKAS, SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN DUNAWAY 

TO SUSPEND THE RULES TO CONSIDER THE APPLICATION OF RULE 5.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY DECLARED THE RULES ARE SUSPENDED. 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñAt this point, I would entertain any discussion and dialogue 

pertaining to the motion that we just passed, so the application of Rule No. 5, to limit the amount 

of time that we allot to count to public comments todayôs meeting.ò 

 

 Councilman Harder:  ñIf I could ask Diann, how many of those comments can be 

combined?  Are they the same commentsé?ò 

 

 Clerk Valenti:  ñVery few.ò 

 

 Councilman Harder:  ñVery few can be combined?ò 
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Public Forum ï Continued  

 

 Clerk Valenti:  ñVery few.  We didnôt even have time to print them all off, there were so 

many, and this is an early meeting.  But what we did do is we quickly put together 50 of the initial 

comments that will take us past one hour and we can just start reading the other comments as they 

came in to get to whatever time you decide on.ò 

 

 Councilman Harder:  ñOkay.ò 

 

 Clerk Valenti:  ñWe had very few duplicates.  Some of them have similar comments, but a 

lot of them expanded on those comments.  So they would be individual.ò 

 

 Councilman Harder:  ñAnd are they all within the four-minute range?ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñThree-minute range.ò 

 

 Councilman Harder:  ñThree-minute range?ò 

 

 Clerk Valenti:  ñSome of them are shorter, yes.  Some of them clearly take up the 400 

words, but it was very difficult with everything we had going on today to get all of these printed 

and looked at.ò 

 

 Councilman Harder:  ñOkay.ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñI also want to point out we do have a hearing today at 4 oôclock 

over another pressing matter, our Justice, Health and Welfare Committee hearing.  I donôt know, 

we donôt have an evening meeting tonight, I donôt know what everyoneôs schedules are, but thatôs 

something else to consider pertaining to the other amount of business we have today still.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Walton Gray:  ñI agree with Councilman Trakas that we could maybe limit 

to two or three hours, if we could start the other hearing around 5-5:30 p.m.  That should work, 

5:30-6 p.m., we just, we wonôt be able to have, the hearing wonôt be able to be as long as intended, 

but thatôs fine.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Dunaway:  ñCan I just make a motion to limit it to two hours?  I make a 

motion to limit public comment today to two hours.ò 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILWOMAN DUNAWAY TO LIMIT PUBLIC COMMENTS TO TWO 

HOURS.  THERE BEING NO SECOND, CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY DECLARED THE 

MOTION FAILED.  
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Public Forum ï Continued  

 

 After Councilwoman Dunaway made her motion, the following discussion occurred: 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñIs there a second?  Was that a second, Councilwoman Gray?ò 

 

 Councilwoman Walton Gray:  ñNo, I was just saying, I donôt know about two hours.  If he 

said itôs 17 and then we limit it to two, that might not, thereôs no sense in voting on that if we donôt 

have the concurrence and no one else has said how many hours they want to look at.ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñAre you suggesting an amendment to the motion, Councilwoman 

Gray?ò 

 

 Councilwoman Walton Gray:  ñNo, I think we should have, well, I guess itôs too late 

because the motion is on the floor.  I was gonna say I think there should be some more discussion 

because no one else has said how many hours they wanted to consider.ò 

 

 Councilman Fitch:  ñMadam Chair, I have a question that I was waiting for discussion to 

get there.  So, my question would be is, if we did do two hours and we had to cut them off at two 

hours and we got in, I donôt know, pick a number, 75 of the comments, the remaining comments, 

would they make it into the record anyway?  Would they go into the Council Journal so their 

information would be public, they would know that we have access to that, so do you know the 

answer to that?ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñI think we can make a motion that reflects that.  I do think itôs 

important that the public is still heard.  And I think that making sure that those comments are 

entered into the record and accessible to the Council members and the public beyond this meeting 

would be something important to do.  And I saw Diann nodding her head, so that tells me that 

Diann is in agreement that that is something that we could do.ò 

 

 Councilman Harder:  ñCould I make a motion?  Make a motion that we limit the comments 

to two hours, that we combine comments where/when appropriate and that everything gets entered 

into the record, whether they were read or not for todayôs meeting.ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñAnd before we second that motion, there was another motion on 

the floor.  Do we need to rescind that, it didnôt get seconded, so I donôt know if that motion is still 

alive?ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñIt failed for lack of a second.ò 
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Public Forum ï Continued  

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñIt failed for lack of a second.  So is there a second to Councilman 

Harderôs motion?ò 

 

 Councilwoman Dunaway:  ñIôll be the second to his motion.ò 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILMAN HARDER, SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN DUNAWAY 

TO LIMIT THE COMMENTS TO TWO HOURS, TO COMBINE COMMENTS 

WHERE/WHEN APPROPRIATE, AND THAT EVERYTHING GETS ENTERED INTO THE 

RECORD WHETHER READ OR NOT FOR TODAYôS MEETING.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Chairwoman Clancy asked for the public comments that were submitted to be read by the 

Acting Administrative Director or her designee.  The following persons addressed the County 

Council and stated the following: 

Ms. Jennifer Spencer:  ñCouncil members, Why does the CoVid positive data for high 

schoolers in St. Louis County include 19 year olds?! This irrelevant data is being used to justify 

high school closures and bans on high school sports competition.  Most high school seniors are 17. 

Some turn 18 during their senior year. Using the data of 19 year old county residents, many of 

whom go to college out of town, to justify decisions for high schools, is intentionally deceptive.  

The correct age grouping for high schoolers is 15  to 18 years old. NOT 15 to 19 years old.  This 

question has been asked of Sam Page repeatedly, but he deflects. Iôd like to put forth the question 

to the council.  I request that the data for 19 year olds be REMOVED from the CoVid positive 

case rates when making decisions about in-person high school attendance, and high school sports. 

Iôm certain the public health department has the capability to amend this data.  60% of deaths 

associated with CoVid in St. Louis County have been residents of long term care facilities. Not 

one child in the county, or in Missouri, has died from CoVid. Sam Page would be wise to focus 

on protecting the elderly in long term care,rather than penalizing kids by closing schools and 

banning high school athletic competition.  I urge ALL members of this council to approve bills  
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175 and 176. Sam Page should not have complete power to issue ñemergencyò mandates for an 

unlimited time, or have sole control of 173 MILLION dollars of relief funds.There are no checks 

and balances and no representation for each district when Sam Page is making unilateral decisions 

that affect our children, our businesses, and our lives.  Your constituents will remember your vote 

on these bills when you ask to be re-elected by the people you serve.  I would also ask that federal 

CoVid relief funds be distributed to each district based upon itôs population, and not according to 

Sam Pageôs preferences.  Lisa Clancy, council rep for district 5, voted down bills 151 and 152 in 

July, giving Sam Page sole, unchecked power over emergency mandates, and control of  

173 MILLION dollars of CoVid relief funds. This is a clear conflict of interest, considering that 

her brother, Jon Clancy, is Sam Pageôs campaign manager.  Thank you for your time.ò 

 Ms. Cathy Cargill:  ñIôm writing to you before the council meeting on Tuesday.  I would 

like to see our HS youth athletes to be able to play all fall sports competitively so I think some 

authority needs to be taken away from Page.   Here are my reasons:  1. There are so many HS 

athletes playing around us not increasing the numbers because theyôre doing it safely.  2.  Using 

data for youth 15 - 19 is deceiving since most HS seniors are not 19 thatôs college. Then Page 

changed his mind and said 15-17 year olds spread Covid faster than younger kids. Whereôs the 

data?  3. The mental health of our youth is not being considered.  And, theyôre more likely to get 

into trouble because sports keep them active, healthy and in-line.  4.  Rules are not consistently 

being applied to all social activity.  Iôve seen pictures of cross country and track where students 

are clumped together not wearing masks and Iôve seen pictures of packed restaurants and casinos. 

This is unfair. Itôs sending the wrong message to our youth.  Please consider taking away some 

power from Dr. Page and stand up for our youth and young athletes. Page wonôt even meet with 

people that oppose what heôs saying.  That is someone who is selfishly out for himself.  Thank 

you.ò 
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 Mr. Christopher Morgan, 8730 David Ave., St. John, MO, 63114:  ñCouncil members,  

When the initial lockdown occurred, I was supportive. We didnôt know what we were dealing with, 

and it appeared to be an appropriate precaution. However, this has all gone on long enough. It must 

end.  If it only affected me, I would not be writing. I would live and work in St. Louis County and 

spend my free time and money in a neighboring county where democracy still exists. I write to 

you because of my children. The restrictions that have been placed on two of their greatest outlets 

are unacceptable. These are school and sports. The emotional toll it is taking on them and hundreds 

of thousands of others in our County is unjustifiable.  Sam Page says he sees numbers others donôt 

see. Well, I see the emotional toll this takes on my children and I assure you there are no numbers 

that make that okay. Children need socialization. They need school in person. They need sports 

and other activities.  Others will go into statistics that show the restrictions are baseless. It has 

already been presented to Pageôs representatives to little avail. What is being done to our children 

canôt be blamed on COVID-19. The blame belongs with Sam Page, an opportunistic politician 

who is preying on the irrational fears and insecurities of generally wellmeaning people. The blame 

also belongs with this council, who has let him have this power with no checks and balances.  Sam 

Page must be reined in. He must not have sole control over the relief money. He is using it to gain 

obedience to his directives. Kids must get back in school. Kids must be allowed to have the outlet 

sports provide.  It is your responsibility to protect the health and welfare of our children. COVID 

is little to no risk to them. The emotional toll from the stresses they are undergoing right now could 

long outlast anything this virus would do to them.  Please act quickly. Thank you for your time.ò 

 Ms. Johanna Beaudean, Wildwood:  ñCounty Council Members,  PLEASE vote YES for 

bills 175 and 176. Removing unlimited power from the health department and Sam Page!  As 

citizens & tax payers we deserve full transparency to where the money we received from the Cares 

Act is being spent.  Where is the accountability? Why are SAM PAGE AND CORA FAITH  

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 19                                      September 15, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

WALKER IN CHARGE OF THIS NOW, WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CARES ACT BOARD?  

Our kids need to be back in school & deserve to be playing youth sports like the other 75% of the 

youth in the state of Mo.  Weôve done what was asked of us to flatten the curve.  The data slices 

being shared are not informing for solid decision making.  They are being targeted to create more 

fear in our community.  Ask why the county health continues to lump 19 year olds with K-12 

kids...because without the population the % of infection would be insignificant & go against Sam 

Pageôs narrative to keep everything shut.  We demand the real data from county health by each 

age so we the people can make informed decisions.ò 

 Ms. Kerrie Karsten, 432 N Van Buren Avenue, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñDear St. Louis 

County Council,  I am a St. Louis County resident and taxpayer writing to express my complete 

disagreement with County Executive Sam Pageôs improper attempts to keep St. Louis County 

schools closed to in-person instruction indefinitely, and second, my complete disagreement with 

Pageôs ridiculous ñexecutive orderò last week purporting to cancel fall high school sports. In short, 

these actions are a GROSS abuse of power and are NOT in the best interests of students or their 

parents, who are all suffering emotionally, intellectually, socially, physically, and in many other 

ways as a result. More importantly, Page has not provided any specific data to support or justify 

his decisions and guidelines for youth sports. The decisions to resume in-person schooling and to 

have safe sports competitions should be left to the individual school districts and informed parents, 

and Pageôs actions constitute unnecessary government overreach, especially in light of the 

widespread opposition voiced by St. Louis County residents recently.  Page is also ignoring the 

many pediatricians and other medical doctors who overwhelmingly support kids resuming in-

person school instruction and safe sports competition. If some parents are concerned about the 

virus, they are free to keep their own kids out of school and sports, but the government MUST 

STOP penalizing those students and families who deserve to make those informed choices for  
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themselves. For these reasons, I STRONGLY urge the St. Louis County Council to adopt 

Substitute Bill Nos. 175 and 176 as a vitally necessary check and balance on the County Executive.  

Thank youò 

 Ms. Lisa Riad, Clayton, MO:  ñDear County Council Members,  The ban on most high 

school sports competitions is a decision not based on science or data. Please vote to limit the 

unilateral power of a County Executive by voting for Bills 175 & 176.  Despite what Sam Page 

says publicly about ñ following the science,ò there is no evidence that high school sports are 

causing the spread of Covid-19.  He includes an age group that is irrelevant to high school sports. 

Most students in high school are 14-17, not 15-19 years old.  18- and 19- year olds are college 

students, so their infection rates should not be included in data used to make a decision for high 

school students.  Additionally, there is no data that supports there being an increase in cases or 

hospitalizations for 14-17 year olds due to sports, either in St. Louis County, or in St. Charles 

County.  Sam Page arbitrarily excluded most high school sports from competition, while allowing 

cross country to continue.   The boys running cross country are certainly not consistently 6 feet 

apart, they are breathing very heavily and have sweat flying off of their bodies most of the time.  

It is inconsistent for him to allow this sport, but not others.   If it is not safe for athletes to play, it 

should not be considered safe for any athletes of any sport to play.    Additionally, if it is not safe 

for athletes in one county to play, it should not be considered safe for athletes in any county to 

play.   Other counties will not definitively say sports is causing COVID outbreaks and cancel their 

seasons, why is St. Louis County?  Without concrete evidence that says our youth is being infected 

on the athletic fields, Sam Page's decision to not allow sports is arbitrary and excessively harmful 

to our student athletes.  Additionally, athletes in other counties are being seen by college recruiters, 

but St. Louis County athletes are not, potentially preventing them from receiving college 

scholarships.  Please vote in favor of Bill 175 & 176 so Sam Page has a check and balance system  
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over his arbitrary and unnecessarily harsh Executive Orders, and please consider overturning Sam 

Page's latest ruling against high school sports.  Thank youò 

 Ms. Rachel Yost, Ballwin:  ñCounty Council members meeting today,  My name is Rachel 

Yost of Ballwin and id like to express my concern for what is happening in the government and 

policy making of St. Louis County.  PLEASE vote YES for bills 175 and 176. Removing unlimited 

power from the health department and Sam Page. There has never been accurate data to support 

the mandates they are putting in place and it is to the detriment of our children!  PLEASE LIFT 

ALL MANDATES:   *NO mask Mandates.  *NO more ñPhasesò for Sports-let ALL children 

participate in volunteer sports if they want.  *NO building capacity limits...let places of businesses 

go back to full capacity.  *NO more billing school superintendents-announce that CDC has been 

saying for months that ALL schools should be open.  ***Special Needs children especially need 

to be having IN person leaning.  *Bring Back IN PERSON County Council Meetings! WE the 

people deserve to be able to sit in on OUR elected officials.  iôd like to know where the Cares Act 

Board went and where the oversight is for the cares money?  Why are we receiving more grant 

money for contract tracers???? $71,150 in grant funds from the Missouri Department of Health 

and Senior Services (DHSS) to support the Department of Public Healthôs (DPH) ñEpidemiology 

and Laboratory Capacity CARESò project, stating the grant will commence upon contract 

execution and continue through March 31, 2022. We need proof that this will be necessary for 

another 6 months!  Thank you for your time and for correcting the lack of checks and balances in 

our city government.ò 

 Mr. Scott Vail:  ñI appreciate the opportunity to address the council.  I would like to address 

the opening of youth sports.  Let me open with a few facts.  First, there have been 0 COVID cases 

in St Louis or adjacent areas that have been spread through youth sports.  Zero.  This is great news, 

and proof that protocols developed by the experts are working.  Perhaps this is data that wasnôt  
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available to the county before, and may make a difference in your evaluation.  We all know and 

understand that youth participation in athletics is beneficial for their well being.  Not only do they 

receive important physical activity, there are a number of social and emotional benefits that our 

youth gain from athletics.  Last, there is a growing trend of COVID spread on college campuses 

(likely in your 18-19 year old data set) related to uncontrolled social gatherings.  There have been 

clear examples of outbreaks on many campuses as students came back and engaged in unregulated 

social activity. Based on these facts, it is very clear that a return of youth sports to full participation 

immediately is not only a good idea, it is essential.  For many of them, they work all year to 

participate in the sports that they love.  It provides them with a sense of meaning.  By allowing 

them to participate, not only are we allowing them to follow their dream, we are giving them a 

safe way to spend their free time.  They are following the protocols (which we know work) both 

at their activities, and outside of them.  They know they need to stay in line in order to participate 

in the sports they love.  There are many reasons for them to follow the protocols when athletics 

are in session.  If we eliminate sports, our children will have plenty of free time on their hands.  

Instead of spending it in a controlled environment that athletics would provide, they will find other 

ways to fulfill their social needs.  This likely means increased social activity, which of course 

comes without any controls or restrictions.  So, by eliminating sports, the county is 

ENCOURAGING the spread of this virus.  The facts are clear.  The kids need to play.  Not only 

for their well being, but to help contain the spread of the virus.  They are safer when they are 

playing.  Make the right decision - Let Them Play.ò 

 Ms. Elaine Divis:  ñPage's pandemic restrictions are now unconstitutional ruled on 9/14 by 

a federal judge against Pennsylvania governor! Page is skewing the data by including 19 year olds 

in his reporting of high-schooler positive tests and basing his restrictions and decisions on an age 

group that is NOT playing high school sports. If he is supposed to be responsible for one million  
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people he should be able to do a simple separation of data and eliminate 19 year olds from the high 

school covid data set. 92 St Louis based pediatricians, the county task force and even the 

democratic media have publicly spoken out against his restrictions and have stated that ZERO 

cases have come from high school sporting events. Why is he not only going against their advice 

but also going against the CDC recommendations and the American academy of pediatrics that all 

kids need in person education? Why is Pageôs son allowed to compete in cross country and run for 

miles in a pack of heavy breathers but football players who only come in contact for a few seconds 

at a time are forbidden to have games? Why can high school football games be played safely in 

EVERY Missouri county but not St Louis County? Why are county bars, restaurants and casinos 

crowded and football fields empty? The public is tired of Sam Page's hypocrisy. Why is he denying 

the most needy kids college athletic scholarship opportunities? No fall games mean no huddle film 

and no scholarships for St Louis County athletes. Page is making it clear he has a sinister agenda 

and is manipulating data in which he says contributes to his decisions. Pageôs quest for power is a 

detriment to any political party! No one voted him into office and it's clear that he is abusing his 

power and wants only to control and not to lead. He has sole authority of $173 million of 

emergency CARES that he has yet to distribute to needy businesses after shutting them down and 

hires democratic councilwoman Lisa Clancyôs brother as a campaign manager. This is a conflict 

of interest and further demonstrates his abuse of power. We are running out of time for fall sports 

competitions. Our high school students and athletes need you to vote in favor of bills 175 and 176 

to keep Page and future county execs power in check.ò 

 Mr. Chris Porter:  ñHello. I know all of you are in a difficult situation and thank you for 

listening. I only hope all these letters are read. First there is no reason we can't meet IN PERSON. 

We no longer we tolerate excuses. All other counties are meeting in person. Second Please vote 

for bill 175 and 176. Third OPEN everything back up, let the sports teams play and kids back in  
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school! Lastly why are Same Page and Cora Faith in charge of the CARES ACT money? No 

checks and balances?  Thanks.ò 

 Mr. Nick Divis:  ñPage's pandemic restrictions are now unconstitutional ruled on 9/14 by 

a federal judge against Pennsylvania governor! Page is skewing the data by including 19 year olds 

in his reporting of high-schooler positive tests and basing his restrictions and decisions on an age 

group that is NOT playing high school sports. If he is supposed to be responsible for one million 

people he should be able to do a simple separation of data and eliminate 19 year olds from the high 

school covid data set. 92 St Louis based pediatricians, the county task force and even the 

democratic media have publicly spoken out against his restrictions and have stated that ZERO 

cases have come from high school sporting events. Why is he not only going against their advice 

but also going against the CDC recommendations and the American academy of pediatrics that all 

kids need in person education? Why is Pageôs son allowed to compete in cross country and run for 

miles in a pack of heavy breathers but football players who only come in contact for a few seconds 

at a time are forbidden to have games? Why can high school football games be played safely in 

EVERY Missouri county but not St Louis County? Why are county bars, restaurants and casinos 

crowded and football fields empty? The public is tired of Sam Page's hypocrisy. Why is he denying 

the most needy kids college athletic scholarship opportunities? No fall games mean no huddle film 

and no scholarships for St Louis County athletes. Page is making it clear he has a sinister agenda 

and is manipulating data in which he says contributes to his decisions. Pageôs quest for power is a 

detriment to any political party! No one voted him into office and it's clear that he is abusing his 

power and wants only to control and not to lead. He has sole authority of $173 million of 

emergency CARES that he has yet to distribute to needy businesses after shutting them down and 

hires democratic councilwoman Lisa Clancyôs brother as a campaign manager. This is a conflict 

of interest and further demonstrates his abuse of power. We are running out of time for fall sports  
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competitions. Our high school students and athletes need you to vote in favor of bills 175 and 176 

to keep Page and future county execs power in check.ò 

 Ms. Libby Wilkinson:  ñDear County Council,  Another week goes by where St. Louis 

County continues to be stubborn in their decisions and who looses?  The small business owner, 

the employees of small business, the school child, the teenage athlete.  Yesterday Sam Page 

avoided answering the question of where he is getting his data to keep high school sports closed, 

of course he avoided the question, because it doesnôt exist! I am appealing to you as the council 

members, please over rule Sam Page and open up sports.  This is not a party politics decision- this 

is a decision to stand up to our kids being bullied.  Donôt you think it is interesting that Sam Page 

didnôt close down the Cardinals sports but closes down kids who arenôt at risk?  That is a bully 

move.  County Council members- you will have a part in the responsibility of the depression, self-

harm, child abuse, and suicides from children and teenagers who are not able to live life as they 

should.  You know the numbers donôt justify this so do the right thing and stand up to a child bully 

and over rule Sam Page.ò 

 Ms. Katie Geary, 431 S Harrison Ave.:  ñPlease read this letter in full. It does not matter if 

it is duplicated by others. If we were there in person, each of us would have three minutes to 

communicate this information and it would not matter if it was repetitive. Give each citizen their 

right to be heard.  This request is for you to end the county wide mandate to wear masks, to lift 

capacity limits, end social distancing orders, end virtual education, restore youth sports, and vote 

YES on bills 175 and 176 today.  We as rational, logical, adult citizens can decide for ourselves 

appropriate actions to take to keep ourselves and our community healthy. This virus has caused 

the death of 0.07% of people in our county. While each person lost is a tragedy, this number simply 

does not justify the type of mandates in place.  We do not need mandates restricting our freedoms 

when our hospitals are not overrun and we have ñflattenedò the curve as you originally asked. Lift  
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all mandates today and allow St. Louis county to heal from the hardships the mandates have 

caused.  Thank you.ò 

 Mr. Robert Geary, 431 South Harrison:  ñPlease read this letter in full. It does not matter if 

it is duplicated by others. If we were there in person, each of us would have three minutes to 

communicate this information and it would not matter if it was repetitive. Give each citizen their 

right to be heard.  This request is for you to end the county wide mandate to wear masks, to lift 

capacity limits, end social distancing orders, end virtual education, restore youth sports, and vote 

YES on bills 175 and 176 today.  We as rational, logical, adult citizens can decide for ourselves 

appropriate actions to take to keep ourselves and our community healthy. This virus has caused 

the death of 0.07% of people in our county. While each person lost is a tragedy, this number simply 

does not justify the type of mandates in place.  We do not need mandates restricting our freedoms 

when our hospitals are not overrun and we have ñflattenedò the curve as you originally asked. Lift 

all mandates today and allow St. Louis county to heal from the hardships the mandates have 

caused.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Izora Liggins:  ñA MIND IS A TERRIBLE THING TO WASTEò  Good Evening 

County Executive Page and the Entire County Council,  On Sept 8th, I requested Executive Page;  

(1) Forward me the source that sent his office workerôs compensation documents regarding 

me. The County Executive Office is a ñpublic governmental bodyò within the meaning of the 

ñSunshine Lawò.  Exe Page, the Sunshine request I submitted requires you to submit the 

information; and (2) I asked Exe Page, to ensure I receive due process, equal protection and fair 

treatment while in St. Louis, County Courts. I have been deeply concerned with the administrative 

and judicial handling of my cases.  On Sep 9th, by email, I received Motion to Dismiss from 

Ogletree, Deakins and Nash.  Under their certification it stated, the Motion was electronically filed, 

emailed and sent by U.S. mail on Sept 10th.   I was confused. Here, the lawyers appear to be ahead  
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of the Court.  In March, I was informed due to the pandemic, cases had been rescheduled and the 

Court would notify me by mail.  On Sept 9th, Judge Robert Heggie was assigned, and a court date 

was set for Sept 28th.  Atty. Andrew Metcalf knew on Sept 9th , but, I did not know.  Judge Heggie 

is a Judge that has not treated me fairly. On Sept 10th, on Case Net, the Heggie Court sent out 

ZOOM Instructions.  On Sept 11, 2020, I filed a Motion To Change Judge and a Motion For A 

Continuance.  I have faced openly bias Judges; lawyers that specialize in tricks and clerical staff 

that cannot keep an adequate docket.  Any pro se litigant would be overwhelmed in such a toxic 

environment.  In 2015, the DOJ report on St. Louis County Court stated, careful consideration 

should be given to how lawyers are allowed to handle the docket electronically and the courts are 

ñconstitutionally deficientò.  The Post-Dispatch found the system is divorced from public safety.  

Exe Page, the ñSilence the Violenceò parade you participated in on Sept 11th, is a good thing, it 

just does not go far enough. Our young people need to see a system operating fairly.  Our young 

people need to see their parents and grandparents receive due process and equal protection.  Exe. 

Page, you must lead by example.  Please respond to my Sunshine request.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Stacy Jacobs:  ñPlease reverse the youth sports ban for the County. Please allow the 

parents to watch their child play their sport. This is my daughter's senior year in tennis. There is 

no scientific reason I should not be allowed to safely watch at a distance, outside. Denying us these 

freedoms is not supported by science. Especially for senior kids and parents, this is a critical time 

that we will never get back.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Megan Henage, 339 Lauren Landing, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Councilmen and 

Councilwomen,  As a St. Louis County resident and taxpayer, I fully support bills 175 and 176 to 

limit the powers of the St. Louis County Executive.  During this pandemic, it's evident the  

St. Louis County Executive has abused his executive powers and has failed to listen to the people 

and businesses he serves.  The mandates Sam Page implemented has done nothing but divert  
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business and funds to neighboring counties, and force school age children to "learn" through a 

zoom class all day in their homes with zero social interaction.  Their only social interaction they 

may have are sports and activities, which he imposes mandates that are not supported by data.  The 

long-term toll of these mandates will undoubtedly prove much worse than a virus all children in 

this county have recovered from.  We are a democracy, and not one person shall have so much 

power over St. Louis County without the vote of a council.  Thank you for your time and 

considerationò 

 Ms. Jennifer Nicole Held:  ñBILL 175 & 176.  Covid was presented to citizens as an 

unprecedented situation.  Itôs more our response that is truly unprecedented.  One that I believe 

many of us regret going along with.  Any parent would be willing to sign a waiver releasing 

liability of all parties to proceed with school and sports in a pre Covid setting.  But that doesnôt 

seem to matter. Parents donôt want these restrictions nor do we believe they are necessary or ñkeep 

us safeò.  I wouldnôt have imagined a virus would be politicized/weaponized/used to this extent.  

Itôs become impossible to know what to believe.  There are no credible sources.  We agreed as 

Americans to pause as experts convinced us of unprecedented circumstances.  It made sense to 

allow hospitals to prepare. Ventilators to be manufactured.  Plans to be established. Testing to be 

addressed.  Weôve done it all. And we canôt say for certainty yet or maybe ever what was actually 

effective.  Now weôre prisoners.  March will never happen again because we wonôt allow a shut 

down for anything, ever again. Nor should we.  Does this all go away Nov, 4th? Does Covid 

eventually join the ranks of flu and various other threats?  Yes, it does.  It already has.  We went 

from doing the ñright thingò to promoting FEAR and being used.  Thatôs right where many in 

power want us to be.  Iôm surprised schools have so willingly become part of it all.  Whatôs more 

ESSENTIAL than school/sports/friendships to the well being of children? NOTHING. We started 

out noble only to end up fools.  I wonôt even mentioned the economy.  We need to bring legal  
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action against those who seek to use this unprecedented POWER to control our choices, force our 

actions, and disregard our willingness to accept the inherent risks associated with LIFE and living.  

Finally- when has this country ever responded to any issue or crisis this way? Never.  That should 

matter.ò 

 Mr. Frank Axelrod, 643 Pearl Ave., Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñMy son is a sophomore 

athlete at KIRKWOOD high school.I appreciate the challenges and thought going into policy for 

in school learning and on the field sports.I believe it is time to take a step back into the classroom 

and on to the playing fieldThe school and sports are uniquely organized to provide a safe and 

contact traceable environment for the children.  More structured activities will replace the 

unstructured attempts at socialization that these kids need and deserve.Please consider relaxing the 

current restrictions to resemble the rest of our state. Thank You.ò 

 Ms. Lori Mills , 1707 Horseshoe Ridge Rd., 63005:  ñSam Page and the entire council is 

not producing sufficient data to support the current ban on most sports.  In some cases, like Lisa 

Clancy, they are even turning off comments and refusing to engage with their constituents, instead 

making broad statements about ñwhich kids will dieò and then hiding under a rock.  All of this is 

disingenuous, and an embarrassment to the St Louis County.  There is no data, because there is no 

link between youth sports and increased cases and especially hospitalization or death. If there were, 

Iôm sure it would have been shouted from the rooftops to further support this lockdown.  Not only 

are our kids being robbed of anything normal, their futures are being compromised, both by the 

lack of in person school and sports/activities. Pediatricians are warning of weight gain, lethargy, 

and significant depression.  I would highly suggest the council check in with local mental health 

providers about the numbers of teenagers needing assistance and taking meds to manage their 

anxiety and depression.  Kids are not mini-adults, to believe that they can make these adjustments 

without harm is misinformed and best and just cruel and tyrannical at worst.  ñMoving to Springò  
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sounds like a solution only to people who have no earthly idea how college recruiting works- or 

who donôt understand the sacrifices kids have made to achieve their goals and follow their dreams. 

The fact that all of this disproportionately affects low-income kids seems to show how tone deaf 

Sam and the entire council is on this issue.  You are all setting the youth of the county back, 

effecting their education, their health, their futures... and why?  ñCasesò?  If you cannot show 

actual data, itôs because there isnôt any.  Stop hiding behind meaningless statements like ñour 

demographics are different than St Charles Countyò.  It is hard enough to be a kid in todayôs world.  

Using your power to control their lives for political reasons is inexcusable.  Open up the schools 

and #letthemplay-  itôs time for STL County to join the rest of the state and move forward, fear is 

not a strategy.  And lastly- your current ñno spectatorò rule for minor children is a lawsuit waiting 

to happen.... even in the hospitals during the height of the COVID crisis when there was much 

uncertainty, minors could have one parent present. That should be rescinded immediately, or Sam 

and the County should be ready for lawsuits flooding in- you cannot tell parents they cannot be 

with their child.   Put politics aside for once and make the right call.ò 

 Ms. Christine Hawse:  ñI am a St. Louis County resident, registered voter, and tax paying 

citizen, ñDr.ò Sam Page is clearly abusing and overstepping his authority. Our 14-day lockdown 

to slow the curve has turned into a 6-month house arrest of law-abiding, tax paying, voting citizens. 

ñDr.ò Sam Page has now been quoted in interviews as saying, ñI know what is best for the health 

and safety of the citizens and I alone have the authorityéò It does not matter what his level of 

education is or his political affiliationé Anytime one public servant believes he and he alone 

knows what is best for approximately 1 million residents, he has clearly lost perspective and is no 

longer objective. This entire process has stopped being about the publicôs health and well-being 

when ñDr.ò Sam Page closed the parks because it was too dangerous but, piling into a filthy Wal-

Mart was not a problem. Clearly it is about control and compliance. I get my Covid statistics  
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directly from the CDC website and they in no way justify the continued lockdown of healthy law-

abiding citizens.  Our entire system of government has been created on checks and balances and 

its long overdue here in St. Louis County. It is incomprehensible this council did not step up earlier 

and implement legislation for oversight, but instead continued to allow one individual to be in 

control of 170 million dollars in Cares Funds. And I fully believe that ñDrò Sam Page used and 

continues to use these funds as leverage to keep all county municipalities in compliance with 

whatever mandates he and he alone created/creates.  We the people deserve to have our rights and 

freedoms back! Sam Page is saving us from nothing, but rather is destroying small businesses 

(most recently closed permanently: Cusinellis and Cousin Hugoôs), crippling the local economy 

and hurting our children by keeping them from school and sports (pediatricians are noting 

childrenôs weight gains , and alarming increases in anxieties and depression).  You are fooling 

yourselves if you think we donôt drive 15 minutes down the road to shop mask free, get a fountain 

soda and eat dinner without needing a mask!  ñDrò Page does not now, nor did he ever know what 

is BEST FOR MY FAMILY!  It is time to end his tyrannical dictatorship and implement a system 

of checks and balances the people deserve.ò 

 Mr. Edward Rickard, Crestwood:  ñHello,  Please vote to limit Dr. page's authority to 

mandate these absurd restrictions on kids going to school and playing sports. He should not have 

supreme authority. This is NOT a monarchy! Council needs to vote to have a say and represent 

their district's people.  Thank You.ò 

 Ms. Kelley Nelson, 557 Lemonwood Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñThere once was a virus 

so paralyzing.  It left us with so many "experts" advising.  We stayed home for 6 months, our kids 

took the brunt.  And yet we still have tried compromising.  It makes sense that our kids should 

learn online, Even if you hear us all whine.  Hundreds of kids in one school, from room to room 

all day?  It would be difficult to keep a baseline.  But sports are an OPTIONAL choice.  That  
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parents can give their own voice.  Coaches responsible for just a handful of kids.  It should be a 

chance for our kids to rejoice!  This just doesn't make sense to me.  Isn't this the land of the free?  

If casinos and bars and SkyZones are open.  Why can't you listen to our plea?  Our kids NEED 

more than a screen.  They need social time, they need a new scene.  Sports CAN be the safe release 

that they need, It's time for the county council to intervene.  The government's job is not to parent 

my child, Just give us the data that you have compiled.  Let us make the choice to participate or 

not, Stop keeping our kids in exile.  Please stop voting along party linesé It gives everyone an 

itch.  Really listen to whatôs being presented today from Councilman Fitch.  No one should have 

this much power, without much oversight.  Do whatôs right, let them play, and no one will continue 

to....complain.ò 

 Ms. Julie Graham:  ñCounty Council,  During these times we need leadership that has 

support. Decisions should not be made in a vacuum. We need to balance health and safety (as our 

priority), along with the needs of our small businesses, education, and extracurricular activities. 

Please support Councilman Fitchôs bill that provides input from ALL of our ELECTED leaders on 

these important decisions that impact our community.  You represent ALL of the people of St. 

Louis County, not just your political party.ò 

 Ms. Sherri Schultz:  ñPlease let our kids play their youth/high school sports!There is not 

scientific data to support that there  is a risk of spreading Covid-19Having kids travel to places 

outside of the local school/community to play with other kids and then coming back home is more 

risky (if there was a risk) and makes no sense.  Consider the mental health of these athletes that 

need sports for their social and physical well being - listen to the local doctors that have 

communicated about the increased weight gain and depression as part of the spring time 

quarantine.  Consider the financial aspects of kids that are relying on scholarship money for 

college; watching a kid across the river get an opportunity that these kids have worked for is cruel  
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and unfair.  Leading our youth down a path of no social or physcial outlet is damaging our kids. 

They will turn to unhealthier ways to be a teenager - THIS IS WRONG!  Sam Page stating that 

they can play in the spring and then stating that they can play when there is a vaccine demonstrates 

his lack of really thinking ahead - he is in it for the short term solution only.  LET THEM PLAY! 

Consider the long term harm this is doing to the kids vs. the minimal risk.ò 

 Ms. Jennifer Hollander:  ñHello,  I am urging you to vote yes on the two bills up for vote 

today. I am really not urging, I am begging as a concerned citizen and frankly as a Mother of 4 

children. This pandemic has brought many challenges and some pretty scary outcomes to our 

country. When mid March hit we followed all the rules, we stayed homes for months, my income 

took a hit, my husband was furloughed, but we followed all the rules and complied with everything 

to flatten the curve and for the greater good. I have watched my children in particular suffer 

tremendously from the isolation over these months. We are now into September and its time to let 

parents choose what is right for the children in terms of school and activities. I realize making 

public health decisions is not an easy job and some will always be unhappy BUT the data is simply 

not present to support further life restrictions on these children. They simply need to get back to 

school and back to life, at this point the harm these restrictions are causing has a fa greater negative 

impact than good. Let the parents and kids make decisions for themselves, this should not be 

dictated to us especially when bars, Casinos, Six Flags, and some other sports are allowed to go 

on. We can do better for St Louis County residents.ò 

 Ms. Lori Mills , 1707 Horseshoe Ridge Road, 63005:  ñI would like it stated for the record 

that there seems to be a conflict of interest.  Lisa Clancyôs brother, Jon Clancy, is Sam Pageôs 

campaign manager.  There is clearly a relationship there. Lisa voted for Sam to have unilateral 

control of the Cares Act funding for the region, giving him authority to act without council 

approval and unilaterally make decisions for COVID response.  Perhaps this is something the press  
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in STL might be brave enough to look into and determine if any of this is appropriate or ethical.  

It certainly seems that one man has been granted far too much authority,  he even admits in his 

press conferences that he is not meeting with task forces.  This deserves a inquiry by the council 

on behalf of the people of St Louis county.ò 

 Ms. Kathy DeHart, Chesterfield:  ñHello!  I just wanted to show support of Bills 175 and 

176.  I believe that Dr. Page has overstepped his bounds in his recommendations and mandates 

regarding high school sports and virtual vs. in-person schooling.  My kids' pediatrician was very 

disappointed by the virtual school only option and was one of the many who signed a letter 

recommending school and sports.  I don't think Dr. Page is listening to experts and I think his 

motives are not in the best interest of our kids.  I, like many, look at statistics all the time and I do 

not see anything to support Pageôs actions.  I will not cite more stats here because I know many 

have already sent them to you, but I need you to know that Page's actions are so very detrimental 

to our kids, for absolutely no reason.  Please, please help our kids and our community.  Thank 

you!ò 

 Ms. Melenie Broyles, 17621 Lasiandra Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñDear Council 

Members and Dr. Sam Page,  It is painful to see Dr. Page making decisions and discounting the 

rest of the elected county council.  Parents, Grandparents and county residence in general have 

been asking for data.  Anytime data is requested the questions are blown off and the numbers never 

appear. The entire state is back to school and back to sports.  The mental health issues you are 

personally creating are wide spread. I do not know how you sleep at night.  We are asking the 

council to demand their voices and our voices be heard.  I cannot imagine being elected and having 

a county executive who does not even work with the county council. Kids are a bipartisan issue.  

Parents from all over the area need our kids back in school and back to sports.  Words like 

indefinite and moving targets are self serving.  As a matter of fact you do not even communicate  
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targets.  1. Council Members please vote to put your voice back into the equation.  2. Please allow 

our schools to open.  3. Please communicate real numbers and measures for when precautions can 

be lowered.  Nobody operates a business, community or even family successfully with terms like 

until I say so.  This is no time for because I said so.ò 

 Ms. Kara Sher, 716 Barham Down Dr., Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear County Council 

Members,  On August 1, 2020 the Director of the CDC said 'It is in the Public Health Interest' to 

reopen schools for K-12 students.  A recent study from UCLA and Stanford University found the 

chances of dying from COVID-19 are 1 in 19.1 Million.  To put that into perspective, the chances 

of dying from a car accident are 1 in 114.  Last week the CDC admitted that only 6% of recorded 

COVD deaths actually died as a result of COVD.  It is time to lift ALL mandates, get our kids 

back in school w/o masks, let the kids play sports, since Sam pageôs son is allowed to participate 

in HIS sport, and let us all get back to normal. There is nothing you can say to justify any of your 

mandates.  Enough of the unwarranted fear-mongering!  We are DONE!  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Kris Haase:  ñPlease read this letter in full. It does not matter if it is duplicated by 

others. If we were there in person, each of us would have three minutes to communicate this 

information and it would not matter if it was repetitive. Give each citizen their right to be heard.  

This request is for you to end the county wide mandate to wear masks, to lift capacity limits, end 

social distancing orders, end virtual education, restore youth sports, and vote YES on bills 175 and 

176 today.  We as rational, logical, adult citizens can decide for ourselves appropriate actions to 

take to keep ourselves and our community healthy. This virus has caused the death of 0.07% of 

people in our county. While each person lost is a tragedy, this number simply does not justify the 

type of mandates in place.  We do not need mandates restricting our freedoms when our hospitals 

are not overrun and we have ñflattenedò the curve as you originally asked. Lift all mandates today 

and allow St. Louis county to heal from the hardships the mandates have caused.  Thank you.ò 
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 Mr. Sean Haase:  ñPlease read this letter in full. It does not matter if it is duplicated by 

others. If we were there in person, each of us would have three minutes to communicate this 

information and it would not matter if it was repetitive. Give each citizen their right to be heard.  

This request is for you to end the county wide mandate to wear masks, to lift capacity limits, end 

social distancing orders, end virtual education, restore youth sports, and vote YES on bills 175 and 

176 today.  We as rational, logical, adult citizens can decide for ourselves appropriate actions to 

take to keep ourselves and our community healthy. This virus has caused the death of 0.07% of 

people in our county. While each person lost is a tragedy, this number simply does not justify the 

type of mandates in place.  We do not need mandates restricting our freedoms when our hospitals 

are not overrun and we have ñflattenedò the curve as you originally asked. Lift all mandates today 

and allow St. Louis county to heal from the hardships the mandates have caused.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Karen Smith, 1139 Hawken Place, 63119:  ñSt Louis County Council,  Please read this 

letter in full. It does not matter if it is duplicated by others. If we were there in person, each of us 

would have three minutes to communicate this information and it would not matter if it was 

repetitive. Give each citizen their right to be heard.  This request is for you to end the county wide 

mandate to wear masks, to lift capacity limits, end social distancing orders, end virtual education, 

restore youth sports, and vote YES on bills 175 and 176 today.  We as rational, logical, adult 

citizens can decide for ourselves appropriate actions to take to keep ourselves and our community 

healthy. This virus has caused the death of 0.07% of people in our county. While each person lost 

is a tragedy, this number simply does not justify the type of mandates in place.  We do not need 

mandates restricting our freedoms when our hospitals are not overrun and we have ñflattenedò the 

curve as you originally asked. Lift all mandates today and allow St. Louis county to heal from the 

hardships the mandates have caused.  Thank you.ò 
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 Ms. Carla Grewe, 2533 Greenbriar Ridge Dr., St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñDear County 

Council,  The ban on most high school sports competitions is just the most recent abuse of power 

being exercised by Sam Page. Please vote to limit his unilateral power by voting for Bills 175 & 

176. Now Sam Page is discriminating against all students and athletes in St Louis County and I 

pray you will put a stop to that. All the other counties in Missouri are playing sports and those 

athletes are being seen by college recruiters. Because of Sam Page, the athletes who go to school 

in St Louis County will not get the scholarships they have earned. His decision places a 

disproportionate share of hardship against financially disadvantaged minority youth athletes. 

These students and their families have no other way to afford a college education. This 

discrimination should not be permitted at the whims of ONE man. Hopefully, this council will 

recognize that we live in a democracy. Whether you are a republican or a democrat on this council 

you were elected to serve the constituents in your district. You cannot do that if you do not even 

have a vote.  Despite what Sam Page says publicly about ñ following the science,ò there is no 

evidence that high school sports are causing the spread of Covid-19, and he keeps citing an age 

group that is irrelevant to high school sports. Most students starting high school are 14-17, not 15-

19.  Additionally, the newest recommendations tell young people not to get tested unless they have 

symptoms so if you take out all the asymptomatic people who were previously being tested, of 

course, the positive percentage will be higher. There has been no increase in cases or 

hospitalizations in the age group of high school students (14-17). I have two high school students 

suffering needlessly on so many levels. Please vote in favor of Bill 175 & 176 so that you have the 

opportunity to use your own mind to interpret the relevant facts and represent the best interests of 

your district residents.ò 

 Ms. Lauren Hawse:  ñPlease read this letter in full. It does not matter if it is duplicated by 

others. If we were there in person, each of us would have three minutes to communicate this  
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information and it would not matter if it was repetitive. Give each citizen their right to be heard.  

This request is for you to end the county wide mandate to wear masks, to lift capacity limits, end 

social distancing orders, end virtual education, restore youth sports, and vote YES on bills 175 and 

176 today.  We as rational, logical, adult citizens can decide for ourselves appropriate actions to 

take to keep ourselves and our community healthy. This virus has caused the death of 0.07% of 

people in our county. While each person lost is a tragedy, this number simply does not justify the 

type of mandates in place.  We do not need mandates restricting our freedoms when our hospitals 

are not overrun and we have ñflattenedò the curve as you originally asked. Lift all mandates today 

and allow St. Louis county to heal from the hardships the mandates have caused.  Thank you.ò 

 Mr. Jamie Secrest:  ñGood afternoon, I am a father of two children, and I suffer from an 

accelerated form of ALS.  As a result, I am considered at high risk for Covid-19.  I continue to see 

people reference that restrictions need to be in place because what if that child brings it home to 

their grandparents, or those at risk.  Well, I can safely say that you do not need to shut down our 

day to day lives to protect me, as I will determine on my own where I should and should not go.  

My wife is a nurse manager at a local hospital, she has seen what this virus can do,  With that said, 

we chose to allow our kids to do in person schooling when that opens up, because we feel safe to 

do so.  My daughter (14)  is an avid golfer who has played many tournaments locally as well as a 

national tournament this summer.  Every tournament had precautions in place as golf is one of the 

easiest sports to social distance.  Not a single problem arose at any event and I was able to be there 

for every tournament watching from the cart path.  Yesterday, she played her first high school 

event and first Varsity event as a Freshman.  Yesterday, she won medalist honors (low score) for 

the match and her team won.  Yesterday, I was unable to watch my daughter achieve multiple 

milestones in her young life.  Yesterday, my daughter was unable to experience milestones with 

her parents present.  We can't get that back now.  All this on a golf course, which is naturally social  
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distanced.  From my understanding, the rules that came in place last week were too ambiguous.  

As a result, the suburban conference schools are not sure how to interpret your spectator rules.  It's 

time to ease the restrictions.  I don't need my temp taken outside to watch, I won't be anywhere 

near the kids just like every junior golf event.  Let the conferences limit the spectators if they need 

to, but ease your control over the community.  I ask you please address as a group and not as an 

individual.  I value one of the only activities I can comfortably do, that is to watch my daughter 

play golf.ò 

 Ms. Angela Montgomery, 10224 Tesson Valley Ct., St. Louis, MO, 63123:  ñThe pandemic 

policies in the beginning were taken with good intention, but they have increasingly become 

overreaching and arbitrary with no end game plan in sight.  There is no question that this country 

has faced, and will face, emergencies of every sort, but the solution to a national crisis can never 

be permitted to supersede the commitment to individual liberty and personal well being that stands 

as the foundation of the American experiment.  It is undemocratic to have emergency mandates 

imposed on the public by one person, this should be decided by a majority rule vote of the County 

Council members.  Please support Bills 175 and 176 proposed by Tim Fitch of District 3 and John 

Harder of District 7 to add checks and balances to the County Council.ò 

 Ms. Rebecca D. DeMargel, 708 Rolfe Dr., Warson Woods, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  I am writing today to respectfully ask you 

to reconsider your position on allowing our public school children to return to in- person classes 

and resume sports competition. The latest COVID data does not support keeping the children from 

the classroom or sports fields. We have proven over the last several months that these events can 

safely proceed using proper masking, social distancing and sanitizing procedures.  I am at home 

this morning with my 7th and 10th graders (both students in the Webster Groves School District), 

as the fourth week of virtual learning is underway. My high- achieving, motivated and generally  
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positive kids have experienced frustration, anxiety and isolation every day of this virtual learning 

experiment. I believe whole- heartedly that this frustration, anxiety and isolation is potentially 

much more damaging to their well- being than is their risk of contracting and becoming ill with 

COVID-19 at school or on the playing field.  We must stop living in fear of COVID-19 and 

consider instead the short term and long term mental health of our children. Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Elaine Divis, 1146 Greystone Manor Parkway, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñPages 

pandemic restrictions are now unconstitutional as ruled today by a federal judge against 

Pennsylvania governor! Page is skewing the data by including 19 year olds in his reporting of 

high-schooler positive tests and basing his restrictions and decisions on an age group that is NOT 

playing high school sports. If he is supposed to be responsible for one million people he should be 

able to do a simple separation of data and eliminate 19 year olds from the high school covid data 

set. 92 St Louis based pediatricians, the county task force and even the democratic media have 

publicly spoken out against his restrictions and have stated that ZERO cases have come from high 

school sporting events. Why is he not only going against their advice but also going against the 

CDC recommendations and the American academy of pediatrics that all kids need in person 

education? Why is Pageôs son allowed to compete in cross country and run for miles in a pack of 

heavy breathers but football players who only come in contact for a few seconds at a time are 

forbidden to have games? Why can high school football games be played safely in EVERY 

Missouri county but not St Louis County? Why are county bars and restaurants and casinos 

crowded and football fields empty? The public is tired of Sam Pages hypocrisy. Why is he denying 

the most needy kids college athletic scholarship opportunities? No fall games mean no huddle film 

and no scholarships for St Louis County athletes. Page is making it clear he has a sinister agenda 

and is manipulating data in which he says contributes to his decisions. Pageôs quest for power is a 

detriment to any political party! No one voted him into office and it's clear that he is abusing his  
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power and wants only to control and not to lead. He has sole authority of $173 million of 

emergency CARES that he has yet to distribute to needy businesses after shutting them down and 

hires democratic councilwoman Lisa Clancyôs brother as a campaign manager. This is a conflict 

of interest and further demonstrates his abuse of power. We are running out of time for fall sports 

competitions. Our high school students and athletes need you to vote in favor of bills 175 and 176 

to keep Page and any future county execs power in check.ò 

 Mr. Richard Francisco, Chesterfield:  ñSam Page, Rita Days, Kelli Dunaway, Tim Fitch, 

Rochelle Walton Gray, Lisa Clancy, Ernie Trakas, Mark Harder,  PAY CLOSE ATTENTION to 

what the citizens of St Louis County are telling you this very moment. County council, youôve 

permitted Sam Page to run roughshod over us all. Sam Page, your orders shutting schools and 

keeping kids off sports fields are unacceptable to us.  Instead of stating ñtransparency in 

governmentò on your website, state ñfeckless, deceitful and opaque.ò  Youôve twisted what your 

medical task force has said to justify your lockdown orders. You cite misleading data or provide 

no facts at all. You ignore what the CDC states on the imperative of returning children to school. 

You ignore common sense while the rest of Missouri smartly returns kids to schools. Your actions 

will be more harmful to our childrenôs mental, emotional, social and physical well-being than 

Covid ever could be. We already have 173 million reasons to distrust you, given your lack of 

transparency with the Federal Cares relief money which could have been used to safely open 

schools. The citizens of this county reject your words and deeds and we are calling you for what 

you are - a LIAR and COWARD.  We demand these restrictive school and sports orders be 

rescinded immediately. And we will not stop until you and the others on this council that support 

you, are voted out. You canôt hide behind a fake private property sign and Creve Coeur police for 

long.  This is democracy in action, Sam Page, take note of it.ò 
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 Ms. Nancy Riordan, 1072 Greystone Manor Pkwy, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñMy name 

is Nancy Riordan, and I am appealing to the County Council to provide their residents with a voice 

in St. Louis County.  Many of us feel that one person should not speak for almost 1 million people.  

The job is too big for one person. The County Executive position was not meant to be this powerful.  

We have elected you, our representatives, to be our voice.  We trust you.  How can we have a voice 

if the council continues to defer their responsibility to the County Executive?  Please act 

immediately to honor that responsibility and trust.  We need your representation. We need your 

checks and balances.  Thank you!ò 

 Ms. Kimberly Stevens, 17419 Hilltop Ridge Drive, Eureka, MO, 63025:  ñFor the past six 

months, Interim County Executive Sam Page has been allowed to unilaterally make decisions that 

ultimately effect every single resident of St Louis County. We have watched as he has shut down 

our businesses, churches, schools, and youth sports all in the name of ñflattening the curveò.  

Interim Page seems to take great pleasure in making decisions based strictly on his own personal 

beliefs. He refuses to listen to his own task force and will not provide data to back up any of his 

decisions. Interim Page continues to claim that there are ñmany cases tied to youth sportsò despite 

being unable to provide contact tracing data. When asked at his own press conference as to why 

schools and sports in St Charles County are working he has no response other than he is ñtaking a 

different approachò. He continues to skirt any question that doesnôt fit his personal agenda.  I 

would like to strongly encourage the county council to pass bills 175 and 176. It is absolutely 

imperative that our interim county executive no longer be allowed to make unfounded and 

indefinite executive orders with zero facts or statistical data to back them up.  Government only 

functions properly when there is a system of checks and balances. Something Interim County 

Executive Page clearly knows nothing about. It is time for his tyrannical reign on our county to 

come to an end. One UNELECTED county official should not be allowed complete and total  
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control.  It is the job of Our government officials to look out for the best interests of all county 

residents. Unfortunately, it has become crystal clear to all, that Interim Page is only interested in 

doing what serves his personal political agenda. Once again I strongly encourage the council to 

pass bills 175 and 176.ò 

 Ms. Kate Han, 15316 Coventry Woods Ct., Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñCounty Council, I 

am writing in support of Councilman Fitchôs bill that provides input from ALL of our ELECTED 

leaders on MAJOR decisions impacting the community. One man or woman should NOT have 

ALL the power to make decisions for the community they represent.  For one person to recommend 

NO in-person learning and to MANDATE NO High School sports is insane and beyond ridiculous!  

Stop counting 19 year olds in the supposed data you have used to handicap our children in learning 

and physical activity.  There are not 19 year olds in high school!  By including 19 year old in the 

data which is keeping our High school kids off the courts or fields, you are including EVERY 

college kid who just had to be tested in July/August before going to college.  How can any of this 

be justified which communities like St. Charles making it work with kids in person learning and 

competing in sports?  Now is the time to change the mentality!  We closed down everything for 

many weeks to flatten the curve. That was the goal.  Itôs been accomplished...now move forward.  

Listen to your constituents!  Let Them Go to School!  Let Them Play!  Thank you for your time.ò 

 Ms. Kelly Bryant, 213 Balwin Ave., Winchester, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Lancy and St. Louis County Council,  I feel that you have taken all rights away for my child 

and I.  These kids are already struggling with online schooling and no socialization. They are 

becoming hermits. My child spents 3.5 hours on a computer for class and then another 2 hours for 

homework.   This in not good for a High Schooler or any child!!  I feel that I should be the one 

making the decision on my child.  We have already lost so much and I am tired of watching my 

children struggle.  Let's get this kids back into a routine and off the computers.  Thank You.ò 
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 Mr. Richard Roden, 63129:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County 

Council.  It is my understanding that Tim Fitch has introduced two bills that would give the county 

council oversight of the county executiveôs decisions during a pandemic. This is absolutely 

necessary, as no one person should have the authority to make decisions that will affect the 

economy and well-being of all county residents, without any checks and balances on that authority. 

The idea that the county executive can place mandates on citizens with no parameters is appalling. 

The idea that the county executive can declare that certain businesses must close and certain 

activities are forbidden or restricted ñindefinitelyò is appalling. I submit that the guidelines 

proposed in bills 175 and 176 are reasonable and necessary, and I would ask that the council place 

these restrictions on the county executive as soon as possible.  Thank You.ò 

 Ms. Stephanie Hrbacek, 2068 Telford Drive, St Louis, MO, 63125:  ñDr. Page, Council 

Chair and County council members:  I am writing on to advocate for the youth ice hockey 

community. Ice hockey is currently classified as a high contact sport while it is considered a 

moderate contact sport for adults. I would like you to take a few things into consideration 1. 

Hockey players are covered head to toe in equipment (shoulder and leg pads, pants, socks, under 

shirt, jersey, gloves, neck guard, helmet and mouth guard. ) all that equipment is a requirement.  2. 

Youth hockey (ages 14 and under) is not allowed to check or have any aggressive contact with 

other players.  3. Youth hockey lines change every 90 seconds during game play. The players are 

never around one another for more than 90 seconds at a time.  4. Hockey clubs have been VERY 

stringent with safety protocols including: a registered nurse doing health screenings of anyone 

entering the rink, daily temperature checks, no use of locker rooms (dressed at home or in parking 

lot), minimal parents allowed in and immediately leaving the rink upon the competition of practice.  

I am asking for youth hockey to be re-classified as moderate risk due to the reasons above. Our 

kids have been very diligent and have worked hard to stay healthy and safe. We ask that they be 

given the opportunity to participate in safe competition.  Thank you.ò  
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 Ms. Lisa M. Filkins, 5346 Kings Park Drive, St.  Louis, MO, 63129:  ñAll,   Please read 

this into the record for todayôs meeting.  I think the following quote from Nelson Mandela says it 

best.  ñSports has the power to change the world, ñIt has the power to inspire. It has the power to 

unite people in a way that little else does. It speaks to youth in a language they understand.  Sports 

can create hope, where there was once only despair.  It is more powerful than governments in 

breaking down racial barriers. It laughs in the face of all types of discrimination.  Sports is the 

game of lovers.ò  We the parents should be able to decide what is best for OUR children.  Look at 

the scientific data, read it for what it is.  All of you who sit here and make mandates for children 

without valid data and sources should be ashamed of yourselves. And to Mr. Page specifically, to 

state yesterday in your press conference you are ñtoo busyò to attend a task force meeting on this 

subject, shame on you, do you remember you represent the entire population of St. Louis County.  

Adopt Bills Nos. 175 & 176.  Let Them PLAY!ò 

 Mr. John Sabo (Michaelôs Dad):  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis 

County Council,  I wanted to reach out to convey my concern about the online Instruction and how 

awful this is for my son Michael. Michael Attends Eureka High School and is Sophomore.  Now 

some background on Michael. We had to hold him back a year to repeat Kindergarten. He has an 

IPE and this online school is so hard for him!! He has struggled through school but seemed to hit 

his stride his freshman year and was able to get. 3.0.  I was very proud of him!! I knew Eureka 

would be good for him based  on my  other 2 kids success.  I know this COVID thing had put 

everyone in a tail spin but right now he is struggling so bad. He told  the other day he wished he 

could be back to school to learn in person  and get his flex time back. He needs that so badly-he is 

a visual learner!! The Flex time was awesome for him especially for a kid who struggles. There is 

no reason the students canôs wear masks and attend school in person-this is getting ridiculous. The 

kids need to get back to in person classes.ò 
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 Mr. Josh Sher, 716 Barham Down Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear County Council 

Members,  15 days to flatten the curve.  15 days so our hospitals are not overrun.  Well here we 

are... 7 months later... the curve is so flat we can't see it. Hospitals are empty.  Stop talking about 

COVID cases....  Talk about hospitalizations and deaths.  You won't because it doesn't fit your 

narrative.  It is evident now more than ever that Sam Page's mandates are nothing more than a fear 

mongering dictatorship with his sole purpose to manipulate an election. Even though a few sheep 

have bought into your rhetoric, there are not enough to keep you in office.  49 days Sam Page.  49 

days.ò 

 Ms. Kelly Johnston, 135 Wyckcliffe Place, St. Louis, MO, 63141:  ñDear Sam Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  The naivet® of Lisa Clancyôs tweet yesterday 

shows the willful ignorance and/or total incompetence guiding the return to school/sports 

mandates. Are you truly unaware that 6+ months of worldwide data, not to mention the 

recommendations of over 100 local pediatric specialists, clearly show that kids 19 and under have 

a virtually non-existent risk of death or serious disease from Covid-19? Lisa asks which parents 

do we want to sacrifice their children to have dataéwe already have data. Is she incapable of 

reading it or unwilling to follow it? The only one performing experimental sacrifice here is Sam 

Page and he must be stopped. The virus has not caused ONE death in a Missouri Child 0-19, but 

Sam Page is unilaterally killing the souls, dreams, and physical/mental health of thousands. I urge 

the council members to prioritize the recommendations of pediatricians over one politician. Follow 

data over a dictator and aprove the resolution to limit Sam Pageôs unilateral, politically motivated 

power. Our kids well being is most certainly on the line, but its not from a virus.  Thank you.ò 

 Mr. Greg Divis:  ñDear Elected Representatives,  First and foremost, thank you for your 

public service and commitment to all constituents in STL County.  We all appreciate the challenge 

you have in protecting the health and welfare of our community, people and businesses.  That  
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being said, the recent developments on youth sports must be addressed.  I and many others believe 

now that what Dr. Page is doing is both irresponsible and unconstitutional.  Page's pandemic 

restrictions could now be considered unconstitutional as ruled on 9/14 by a federal judge against 

the Pennsylvania governor.   He is manipulating the data by including 19 year olds in his reporting 

of high-schooler positive tests and basing his restrictions and decisions on an age group that is 

NOT playing high school sports. If he is supposed to be responsible for one million people he 

should be able to do a simple separation of data and eliminate 19 year olds from the high school 

covid data set.  92 St Louis based pediatricians, the county task force and even the democratic 

media have publicly spoken out against his restrictions and have stated that ZERO cases have 

come from high school sporting events. Why is he not only going against their advice but also 

going against the CDC recommendations and the American academy of pediatrics that all kids 

need in person education? Why is his son allowed to compete in cross country and run for miles 

in a pack of heavy breathers but football players who only come in contact for a few seconds at a 

time are forbidden to have games?  Why can high school football and soccer games be played 

safely in EVERY Missouri county but not St Louis County? Why are county bars, restaurants and 

casinos crowded and sports fields empty?  Why is he denying the most needy kids college athletic 

scholarship opportunities? No fall games mean no film and no scholarships for St Louis County 

athletes.  We are running out of time for fall sports competitions. Our high school students and 

athletes need you to vote in favor of bills 175 and 176 to ensure they have the same opportunities 

every other high school athlete in the state of MO has.  Thank you for your time and don't hesitate 

to call me to discuss.ò 

Ms. Joanna Pelligreen:  ñPublic Servants; My name is Joanna Pelligreen. I live and pay 

taxes in St. Louis County.  Blink twice if Sam Page is holding your vote ransom with the CARES 

money he owes the suffering families businesses of STLCO.   Itôs the only rational conclusion that  
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would justify the actions of Kelli Dunaway causing her constituents in Chesterfield to lose millions 

of dollars in revenue the businesses generate as the athletic complex hosts summer baseball, 

football and soccer leagues and tournaments.  Or for Lisa Claney, Rita Days or Rochelle Walton-

Gray who serve many minority and/or underprivileged families. The families who without 

question, have suffered the burden of COVIDôs economic hardships more than anyone. You will 

extinguish a young personôs dream of attending college in the fall, as an athletic scholarship was 

their only means to afford college--which wonôt exist without a sports season to showcase their 

talent and years of hard work.  Why arenôt you being transparentébreak the numbers down by 

single age groups.  Why are college-aged kids included in the ñyouthò sports numbers? Are you 

trying to skew the numbers?  Why are you not fighting for the children in your communities?  My 

kids will be fine though. We have hired private coaches and trainers. We have taken weeks off 

work, spent thousands of dollars to travel to other counties and states to let our kids play the sports 

they love. You should see them! Such smiles!! So full of life! Its heartwarming. All without a 

single case of COVID.  We can afford to circumvent your silly system. But what about those that 

canôt? What will you say to them? What CAN you say?  You should witness the great lengths the 

coaches of youth sports have gone through to keep sports safe. Itôs a touching testament to their 

devotion to the kids. Truly-you should go to any sporting venue.  Have you?  Lisa, recognize your 

blatant conflict of interest as your brother is Sam Pageôs campaign manager and step down as the 

chairperson of the County Council immediately.  Do the right thing for St. Louis County kids. 

VOTE YES ON BILLS 175 &176.   THERE IS NO DATA TO SUPPORT YOUR FEAR-BASED 

DECISIONS.   COVID IS NOT BEING SPREAD AT YOUTH SPORTING EVENTS.   ñNothing 

in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now is the time to understand more, so we may 

fear less.ò -Marie Curie  Thank you.ò 
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 Ms. Megan Schwartz:  ñPlease read this letter in full. It does not matter if it is duplicated 

by others. If we were there in person, each of us would have three minutes to communicate this 

information and it would not matter if it was repetitive. Give each citizen their right to be heard.  

This request is for you to end the county wide mandate to wear masks, to lift capacity limits, end 

social distancing orders, end virtual education, restore youth sports, and vote YES on bills 175 and 

176 today.  We as rational, logical, adult citizens can decide for ourselves appropriate actions to 

take to keep ourselves and our community healthy. This virus has caused the death of 0.07% of 

people in our county. While each person lost is a tragedy, this number simply does not justify the 

type of mandates in place.  We do not need mandates restricting our freedoms when our hospitals 

are not overrun and we have ñflattenedò the curve as you originally asked. Lift all mandates today 

and allow St. Louis county to heal from the hardships the mandates have caused.  Thank you.ò 

 Mr. John Conroy, 7 Orchard Way, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  Please consider the data and science behind transmission 

of COVID-19 between youth during athletic events. There are no documented traceable 

transmissions of the virus between athletes in competition I am aware of. After 8+ months of 

COVID-19 in Missouri, there have been zero (0) youth fatalities in the state, the mortality rate is 

zero percent (0%) Ref: 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=8e01a5d8d8bd4b4f85add006f9e14a9

d.  Science magazine has determined the most at-risk cohort (of any age) are the obese (BMI over 

30).  We need to do everything in our power to help our children improve their immunity thru 

athletics. Ref: https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/09/why-covid-19-more-deadly-people-

obesity-even-if -theyre-young.  Let the children play (with safety precautions as per guidelines) as 

they are allowed to do in 113 of the 114 Missouri counties. Many children rely on athletic 

scholarships to even attend college (HBCUs come to mind); why would St. Louis County put these  
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children in a position they cannot compete for opportunities if there exists little to no data showing 

infection transmission?  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Michelle DiSalvo:  ñSam Page we are bringing what you are doing to students and 

student athletes to a lot of peoples attention. You are abusing your authority. There's a  letter that 

was posted on https://www.facebook.com/ForestParkPeds, 92 to pediatricians said since August 

30th that kids need to be back in school and playing sports. They are suffering depression at an 

alarming rate. I would think that a pediatrician would know a lot more about this than an 

anesthesiologist. Sam Page is saying in interviews that he knows what is best for the health and 

safety of the citizens and not listening or consulting these pediatricians. It sounds to me that he has 

his own agenda and people have started to talk and get the word out that not only Sam Page but 

this council doesn't have the best interest of our kids and that you all are ok with these alarming 

rates of depression and many other mental issues that these pediatricians are seeing.  I am 

completely shocked to learn that this council did not implement oversight and allowed Sam Page 

to have control over $170+ million dollars in the Cares Act. What is wrong with you people??  

Also it's so nice that you had 4 police officers blocking Sam Pages street Sunday night and put a 

sign up saying private property. If Creve Coeur maintains that street, it's not private and you 

infringed on their rights. I hope someone sues you for it. People are sick of Sam Page's arrogance. 

I hope people start seeing this and it's starting to make the news.  This county is losing millions of 

dollars because of Sam Page. I am no longer shopping in the county. I go 15 minutes over the river 

to shop, eat out and my child will be playing volleyball over in St. Charles. You will continue to 

see this from so many citizens of St. Louis County. So you can just keep allowing this dictator to 

run the show as HE sees fit with no input from the task force or get involved and stop letting him 

run St. Louis County into the ground because then that is on you. There is another election when 

it comes time for people to either vote you all back in or not, I can tell you, this board will not get 

my vote when it's your time to be re elected. NEVER!ò  
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 Ms. Liz LaFlamme:  ñAs a concerned parent, I feel it is necessary to point out that my 

problem with this over- reaching mandate is not about sports. It is about concern for my teens and 

all others. Their morale, commitment, mental health and future is significantly affected by this 

action. My daughter has practiced field hockey at her school for 5 weeks. Small groups, 

temperature checks, gaiters worn, you name it. No one has gotten sick as a result. Other private 

schools are in the same situation. And now she and all the other athletes are told this not enough. 

Some secret data only available to the Dept. of Health and County Executive is enough to stop St. 

Louis Co from joining the rest of the State participating in youth sports. Don't call parents an 

"interest group" and patronize us with your claims of understanding our "frustration". Don't claim 

your message is "protecting our youth" when you ignore the facts that youth sports/games in a 

controlled environment has not spread Covid. Don't say most of the country has stopped youth 

sports games. They have not.  And don't count on our vote in the election. You have overstepped 

your bounds and you are not welcome to make these decisions. Let our kids play!ò 

 Ms. Lindsay Burns, 914 Castle Pines Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñAs a resident of St. 

Louis County, I demand transparency about the data you are using to justify the restrictions 

currently imposed on moderate to high impact high school sports. I have repeatedly requested 

specific data related to the 14-18 age group, both transmission rates and hospitalizations (since this 

is the information you're using to persecute those athletes in that age group). Moreover, I have 

requested information regarding contact tracing. Specifically, how many covid cases have been 

unequivocally linked to the playing of sport. How many of those cases have resulted in 

hospitalization? I have yet to receive said data, nor have I received a response from your office. It 

is not enough to make a general statement that 15-19 year olds are spreading covid, or that there 

have been "many" cases. You must present facts. Your very own Covid website reveals that the 

10-19 age group has a rate of transmission of 1.9k per 100,000 cases, making it one of the lowest  
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groups, second only to the 0-9 age group. Meanwhile, teen substance abuse, depression, anxiety, 

self harm, and suicide rates are ALL increasing at a much more dramatic rate. Have you also kept 

track of the mental health hospitalizations for the 15-19 age group? I would guess that they are far 

outpacing the covid hospitalizations for that age group. The benefits of competition for high 

schoolers, both physical and mental, should not be ignored. It is my job as a parent to confer with 

our pediatrician and decide if the benefits of playing sports outweigh the risks for my child. We 

have decided that the benefits absolutely outweigh the risks in this case. I do not need or want your 

interference in this matter. Your child has an opportunity to compete. My child deserves the same 

opportunity.ò 

 John and Emily Villa, 9701 Fall Ridge Trail, Sunset Hills, MO, 63127:  ñDr. Page-     I am 

writing regarding recent restrictions preventing certain high school athletics. I have a Masters in 

Physical Therapy. For the sake of argument, letôs create a hypothetical situation. Based on acute 

and long-term injuries seen in distance runners, I may recommend that your son discontinue 

participation on the cross-country team. At that point, it would be a conversation your family 

should have determining whether the risk outweighs the reward. What you decide, as a loving 

father, would undoubtedly be in the best interest of your son.  In light of this, please trust me and 

my husband, along with thousands of other St Louis County parents, to make the same decisions 

for our children. Undoubtedly, there will be parents who decide that now is not the time to engage 

in competitive sports and hopefully thatôs the right decision for their child. For others, parents will 

decide that return to competition is appropriate. The bottom line, with all due respect, is this simply 

isnôt your call to make.  I appreciate that restrictions on youth sports are an attempt to limit the 

spread of the virus. While this is admirable, it is not supported by the data. The fact is that less 

than 1% of teens are hospitalized.  Of course, transmission is of concern, but this is why we are 

adhering to mask wearing, quarantining, and social distancing. There will undoubtedly be cases  
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that arise amongst teen athletes, but high school sports are not to be blamed for the 20% rise in 

cases among this age group. By continuing to restrict sports, you are putting these athletes at risk 

for so many other well documented issues.  Our family has deep roots in St Louis and we respect 

all levels of government.  We are acutely aware of, especially now, the privilege of a democratic 

society.  It is our RIGHT for our voices to be heard. I respectfully ask you to carefully examine 

whether it is YOUR RIGHT to continue making decisions for our children. This is a slippery slope 

youôre on!  Just like you may disagree with my hypothetical recommendation as a physical 

therapist pertaining to your son, I would like to disagree with you, ñcounty executiveò. I donôt 

believe you are making the right decision for my children.  Thank you for your time, and although 

I disagree with you, thank you for your service to St Louis County.ò 

 Mr. Matt Segal, 403 Isabella Manor Court, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñCounty Council, 

We are in unprecedented times. Everyday is a new challenge with new issues and obstacles to 

address. During these times we need leadership that has support. Decisions should not be made in 

a vacuum. We need to balance health and safety (as our priority), along with the needs of our 

business, education, and extra curricular activities. Please support bills 175 and 176 that provides 

input from ALL of our ELECTED leaders on these important decisions that impact our 

community.ò 

 Ms. Donna Anderson, 808 Bridlebrook Ln, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  Please re-evaluate the decision to restrict 

high school sports after removing the 19-year olds from your data.  Very few 19-year olds are still 

in high school and they should not be in your sample for making this decision.  Please share contact 

tracing results that demonstrate youth sports are responsible for infections.  Please listen to the 

medical experts that are supposed to be advising you.  Please explain why every other county in 

Missouri can play but St Louis is too dangerous.ò 
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 Ms. Laura Zink, 725 Arbor Chase Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñPlease vote in favor of 

bills 175 and 176. The county executive should NOT have unchecked power. No one should, no 

matter your political party. One person should not make decisions for the entire county. I 

appreciate the spring lockdown, but we have to live with the virus. The economy and our 

community cannot sustain life this way. There has to be a balance of safety and sound economic 

decisions. In addition, children shouldnôt bare the worst of it. Just because they donôt create 

revenue doesnôt mean they should pay the price for everything. Youth sports organizations are 

going out of business because of this. Mental health is a huge problem already and Sam Page is 

making it worse. Why are casinos open that attract the highest risk folks when HS sports arenôt? 

The same group of people can go to bars and restaurants and casinos, but not a high school soccer 

game.  Mask up, pass these bills, and make common sense rules. And btw, St Charles and other 

areas are benefiting from sports being moved out there.ò 

 Ms. Jill Guilfoy, 11700 Devonshire Ave., Des Peres, MO, 63131:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St, Louis County Council,  I plead for you to allow our kids to play sports, band, 

cheerlead and participate in dance team.  Your statistics break down to 1 case per 15-19 year olds 

and include kids that graduated in 2019 and 2020.  This decree is killing our kids who are already 

suffering from anxiety and depression due to this unfair isolation.  The cases are not coming from 

kids.  Show us the data.  Listen to the St. Louis Pandemic Task force.  Listen to the pediatricians.  

Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Kelly Burns, 1528 N Elizabeth Ave., St. Louis, MO, 63135:  ñDear Council Committee 

Members,  I am writing to ask for your support of bills 175 & 176 at the council meeting on 

Tuesday.  I believe that a checks and balance system must be instituted during this unprecedented 

time to ensure all constituents are being heard as our county grapples with this pandemic.  I have 

supported and followed the mandates set forth during this pandemic as they have been handed  
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down by Dr. Page, but the recent mandate regarding youth sports, particularly as it pertains to high 

school sports, is beyond my comprehension.  I am reaching out to you as a mother whose daughter 

is participating in Tennis for the first year.  I have zero comprehension as to why parents are not 

allowed at an outside event to watch a match.  Seriously ï it is OUTSIDE!  Protestors have been 

closer than spectators/parents will be at the matches.  St. Charles county has provided a positive 

example that this can be done safely without community spread.  We donôt have to guess if it can, 

we have monthôs of worth of data that says it can.  Please consider that Dr. Page may be flawed in 

his decision making and give the council the right to be included in these decisions.  I thank you 

for your time and consideration.ò 

 Ms. Sara L. Clark, 1340 N. Berry Rd.. St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñI am asking your 

intervention to restore hope in my children and consider the mental health crisis this pandemic is 

causing our youth.  Please vote to limit the unilateral power of county executives and vote for Bills 

175 and 176.  This has become a mental health crisis for teens starved for action and interaction. 

Kids are depressed, anxious and confused. Pediatricians report they are gaining weight at rates 

never seen before. A year ago, screen time and the poor social skills that resulted were a huge 

concern. Now itôs the only alternative for them for school and recreation. Not only is this 

detrimental to their physical health, itôs a crisis for their mental, spiritual and academic health. The 

lessons learned from school groups, clubs, and teams cannot be denied. These lessons cannot be 

learned in other forums nor can they be redone. These are developmental milestones that will be 

forever lost and cannot be repeated. I cannot begin to express the dire need to allow children and 

young adults to be just that ï children and young adults ï while they still are.  The curve has 

flattened. The shut down has done what it was intended to do ï not overwhelm hospitals. We have 

more knowledge about this virus and how to protect ourselves and handle it.  2/3 of the deaths in 

this country from Covid have been in nursing homes. This helps us in our approach as a community  
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in how to protect those who need it most.  Shutting down schools, businesses and our economy as 

a whole with the knowledge we have now is irresponsible and wrong.  For the health and well 

being of an entire generation please open up our schools and high school athletics.  Please pass the 

legislation to distribute the power/burden of decision making to more than one person.  This virus 

is NOT killing teenagers ï it is NOT.  But the effects of no school, unending screen time, no 

positive social interaction in their school activities and sports will.  When comparing the numbers 

of teenage suicides and deaths by Covid19, you will see the real crisis.  The clock is ticking . . . 

please consider the psychological, physical, cognitive, and social health of an entire generation. 

They need your help and guidance now more than ever.  Please trust that we can and will support 

safe practices.ò 

 Ms. Donna Conley, 1732 Stoney Terrace Dr., Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñChildren need to be 

back in school according to the CDC. St Louis CO according to KSDK is at about 5.6% positivity. 

Kids need sports not 6 hours of school behind the screen and 4 more hours of homework behind 

the screen at night. Casinos need to be closed. No sunlight and poor air quality. Cut off that tax 

revenue and addiction, NOW.  Please, have the Sports Task force come directly before the people 

and tell us why or why they don't support Dr. Page. We need transparency. Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Elizabeth Nelson, 814 Woodsdale Court, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Council Chair 

Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  Notice, I have not included Dr. Page in my address line as 

I do not think there is ANYTHING anyone can say that will cause him to change his mind on the 

issue of YOUTH SPORTS.  So , it is incumbent on you, ladies and gentlemen of the Council to 

protect the rights of your constituents and the rights of the group that is in danger of losing the 

most---the youth of St. Louis County.  Everyone can spin the data to tell their story and you can 

always find "experts" to back up your story, but the Council has a duty to do right by "we the 

people."  Please do the right thing, heed the advice and guidelines of St. Louis Covid Youth Sports  
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Task Force and overturn Dr. Page's assertion that kids 14-19 cannot compete in the sports they 

love.  This has been a challenging year for all of us and this issue has been particularly divisive.  

Please let us "parent our kids" and decide what is good/safe for them.  You have the opportunity 

today to be on the right side of history.  Thank you for your consideration.  Respectfully submitted.  

#letthemplay.ò 

 Ms. Jennifer Rieser:  ñI am requesting the council vote YES for bills 175 and 176. Thanks 

to Mr. Fitch and Mr. Harder for these bills.  Bills 175 and 176 need to be passed.  Sam Page is 

stealing our God given liberties and freedoms. Government cannot strip us of these liberties. It is 

hard to believe this is the Unites States of America.  When will IN PERSON County Council 

Meetings be available? We the people deserve to be able to sit in on OUR elected officials.  Lift  

all "mandates" and allow St. Louis County to heal from the hardships these "mandates" have 

caused. The St. Louis County wide "mandate" to wear masks needs to end. Children should 

absolutely not be masked. The capacity limits inside and outside need to end. Bar curfews need to 

end. The social distancing orders need to end. ALL children should be able to go to school and 

participate in sports if they want. Parents are more than capable to make the decision to whether 

or not they want their child to go to school and/or participate in sports. Special needs children 

especially need to be having IN person leaning. We as rational, logical, educated adult citizens can 

decide for ourselves appropriate actions to take to keep ourselves, our children, and our community 

healthy. This virus has a survival rate of over 99%. While each person lost is a tragedy, this survival 

rate simply does not justify the type of "mandates" in place. We do not need "mandates" restricting 

our freedoms when our hospitals are not overrun. Do the right thing for the people of St. Louis 

County; lift these "mandates".  Is there currently a board that oversees the Cares Act spending? 

Where is all the money we received from the Cares Act being spent? Where is the accountability? 

Why are Sam Page and Cora Faith Walker in charge of this now? What happened to the board?  It 

is time to do what is right, logical, and ethical in the County of St. Louis.ò  
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 Ms. Sara Meyer, 2421 Boardwalk Place Dr., St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy, and St. Louis County Council,  We the citizens of St. Louis County implore 

you to set aside your own egos and political agendas and follow the recommendations from your 

own task force and area pediatricianséby letting our kids of ALL AGES safely participate in 

sports and return to school in person. These bans are not only unconstitutional, but also a complete 

abuse of power. It has been proven in other counties that our kids are able to safely participate, 

and parents are able to safely watch, while social distancing and wearing masks, without outbreaks 

of covid. The toll on our kidsô mental health is far more alarming and dangerous than a virus that 

has been proven to have a very low transmission rate among youth. You have also completely 

lacked transparency when citing your ñdataò being used to drive your tyrannical restrictions and 

bans. The overwhelming majority of parents want their kids back in school and back in sports. 

That is not a decision for the county government to make ï that is up to US as parents to make. Do 

whatôs right for our children, not whatôs right for your own political agenda! Let them learn! Let 

them play!  Thank you.ò 

Ms. Suzanne Bias, 432 Briarwyck Dr., Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page and County 

Council Members,  Enough is Enough!  We want FREEDOM over Tyranny.  Your constituents 

want checks and balances in county government.  Please cast your vote for democracy.  Please 

allow the youth in St. Louis County to have in person school and play sports.  The K-12 student 

population is not at risk for serious complications, hospitalization or death from Covid 19.  

However, not allowing them to go to school and play athletic games will cause irreversible mental 

and physical harm.  Parents and students, not the government, should be allowed to make their 

own decisions about school and sports.   Please let them live their lives. The studentôs success and 

the future of our great county depend on it.  Thank you for your consideration.ò 
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 Mr. Lance A. Moore, 16235 Bent Tree Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  While I respect the incredibly hard job the 

county council and executive I have, I want to speak out against the youth sports mandate.  As a 

father of an Eight year old who plays club soccer, cyc soccer, cyc basketball, club field hockey 

and club lacrosse; I feel compelled to speak out against the limit St. Louis county has placed on 

youth sports.  The county's own appointed panel of medical experts disagree with this decision, 

that largely tells me everything I need to know.  Forcing me to drop off my daughter at practice or 

soon a game and not be able to watch when I can go to a restaurant or store for months makes zero 

sense and is a decision not rooted in science.  I can't help but think we are doing irreparable harm 

to our children and it needs to stop. Thank you in advance.ò 

 Lawrence & Kathryn LaBarge, 10124 Harwich Drive, Crestwood, MO, 63126:  ñDear Sam 

Page, Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  I am a parent in St. Louis County and 

we send our son to Vianney High School in Kirkwood. We choose to send our children to a private 

school to help further their education. We are parents who choose to spend a lot of money yearly 

to get our boys an excellent education and turn them into men of character. Sporting events aid in 

turning boys into young men and is a great way to build character.  My wife and I want to express 

our extreme dissatisfaction in the handling of the Fall Sports by Sam Page. Our son is a Junior and 

plays football. He also plays a spring sport so the point that Sam Page says they should move the 

fall sports to spring is just not a valid option/recommendation; it doesn't make a lot of sense and is 

singling them out of the rest of the MSHA schedule. The rest of Missouri will move forward and 

have state finals without the St. Louis County high schools. The juniors and seniors will also miss 

out on scouting for scholarships for college.  Sam Page is not reporting accurate facts to support 

his reasoning for "cancelling" certain sports. Our young men are all following the guidelines 

recommended. No one on the team has had any problems or illness since starting practices. I do  
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see how convenient it is that Sam Pages son is able to run Cross Country, we also notice that they 

do not practice social distancing or wear the required masks, whereas the football teams are 

wearing masks under their helmets at all times during scrimmaging and some are additionally 

wearing shields.  Sam Page has taken his power to his head. We understand that he has refused 

meetings to discuss his "findings". We are questioning if Sam Page should have total power to 

make these decisions or if there are others that will have the final say.  We also wonder why Sam 

Page's son just happens to perform his sport. They don't follow social distancing nor wear masks.  

We are pleading to do what is in the best interest of our children and to limit his power and allow 

our children back to school and sports!ò 

 Ms. Amy Origliasso, 18028 Little Pine Court, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñDear Dr. Sam 

Page, Please reconsider and Let the kids play.  Sports to some kids is everything.  We certainly do 

not want these kids to have mental, alcohol, or drug problems because they have become bored.  

Please do not over reach.  If you have data please share with public.  I think that would help your 

cause.  To just say you have data is not acceptable.  You also stated you didnôt have time to meet 

with task force.  It is your job to make time.  Maybe when you were calling police to block your 

street off or put up barriers or make fake yard sign that your street was private.  Believe me I donôt 

think anyone should go to your home but all rules should be the same for all citizens.  You could 

have taken time to meet with task force.  My thoughts remain the same no one person should have 

as much authority over the county as you appear to have right now.  Please let these kids and 

parents make their own choices.  Just as you are enjoying your son running.  Well actually I am 

sure your poor son and your family arenôt enjoying it even though it should be a happy time.  Please 

reconsider.  Thank you for your time.ò 

 Mr. Brian Rivolta, 4720 Auburn Trace Dr., St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  For six months I have watched every press  
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conference, listened to every interview, and read every article concerning Dr Page and his 

restrictions on Covid. As the father of a 14 year old student athlete and a county resident I have 

had a vested interest in how we respond to Covid. In the beginning I was very understanding of 

the draconian measures taken. We knew very little about this virus. As we have learned more about 

who it impacts and how, my patience has dwindled.  Imagine this scenario that plays out in homes 

across the world every day. A parent tells their child to do something. The child asks why. The 

answer as you all know is ñbecause I said so.ò The council has given Dr Page the ability to say 

ñbecause I said soò and we have no choice but to obey. He goes unchecked, and the increased 

arrogance and smugness when questioned about decisions is becoming nauseating. One of the 

great things about how the US government works is we have checks and balances in place 

throughout every level. However our council failed us by giving one UNELECTED person the 

power to implement restrictions that impact our livelihoods, our mental, emotional, and physical 

well-being. It is time to put those checks and balances back into place.  As it relates to youth sports, 

Dr Page never provides data that support his decisions because he simply doesnôt have to. He gives 

answers that are vague and often unrelated to the question. He has provided no data point or goal 

for when restrictions can and will be lifted because he doesnôt have to. He is left completely 

unchecked. While casinos, bars, and amusement parks operate, our children are suffering. And 

truthfully there is no better contact tracing system than that which has been implemented by most 

youth sports organizations. They know who was in their facility and when, and have been able to 

head off widespread outbreaks faster than the county could ever hope to.  I realize this is an uphill 

battle. I see Lisa Clancyôs social media and wonder when she will release her book, The Art Of 

The Strawman. But someone on this council needs to step up for our kids and the citizens of  

St. Louis County.ò 
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 Ms. Amy Nienhaus, 2307 S. Lindbergh, St. Louis, MO, 63131:  ñThe mental/physical 

health of St. Louis youth is in crisis. Restrictions on sports in St Louis compared to the rest of the 

State is crippling, dangerous and unfair to student athletes. Please consider that allowing games 

and tournaments are actually the way to keep our kids SAFE.  With Safety protocols, they are 

significantly more safe than cancelling sports, leaving kids to seek alternate socialization outlets 

and leaving these teens depressed.  1. Please put the decision to compete in the schools, parents 

and athletes hands, NOT in Sam Pages.  REDUCE HIS AUTHORITY.  2. Quit using 19 year-

olds in data.  Less than .0005% of High School kids are 19 in September of their Sr. Year.  This 

pulls in College kids and mandated every-2 week testing is required in St. Louis at Washington 

University, SLU, etc.  3. ZERO cases documented in St. Louis of Athlete to Athlete 

transmission during competition.  4. National Assoc. of Pediatricians and 92 Top St. Louis 

Pediatricians ALL support kids back in school and sports.  5. Page keeps saying he is 

relying on team of experts, NOT TRUE.  The COVID Youth Sports Task force has openly said 

that Page is not listening and they are no longer meeting with him.  6. GOLF, is the most 

socially distanced sport, yet ST Louis Co. restricts high school golf to play in 1 school matches.  

Canôt play in tournaments and canôt compete at the state championship 90 minutes outside of St 

Louis County.  Whether you golf against 1 school or a tournament with 20 schools, each golfer 

only comes into VERY distanced contact with 3 other golfers in a foursome, ZERO touching or 

physical contact.  A tournament creates ZERO added risk. Youth and Adult Golf tournaments all 

over Missouri and St. Louis with 100-200 golfers safely.  Again, you can be in a golf tournament 

of 500 players or 10 players, you still only compete against 3 at a time on a wide open golf course 

and never touch each other! Page released Adults to fully play all golf tournaments, why not Teens.  

7. MSHSAA released all sports across the state. Let ALL SPORTS immediately start full 

competition including games, tournaments and out of region.  Youth Sports safely played all 

summer, they already have protocols in place for safety.ò  
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 Ms. Kelli Hickenbotham, 362 Halcyon Drive, Glendale, MO, 63122:  ñIôm writing to show 

support for the Bills put forward by Tim Fitch and Mark Harder requiring council approval during 

States of Emergencies and I am asking you to support them too.  This pandemic is unprecedented 

and unfortunately, itôs become apparent that The County Executive, Sam Page, has entirely too 

much individual power as to how the county functions during these States of Emergencies.  All of 

the councilmen and councilwomen were elected to represent their districts.  All decisions and 

mandates made during these times should be made by the ENTIRE council not just one person. 

Sam Page can not have complete control over all actions and mandates made for all 990,000+ 

county residents!  One person should not decide where the $173 million CARES Act money is 

distributed.  The COVID positivity rate in St. Louis County is currently at a 5.9% rate which also 

should enable our K-12 students to return to in person learning and all of our student athletes to 

return to the fields.  Thank you for your time.ò 

 Ms. Annie Beattie, 800 Barnes Road, St. Louis, MO, 63123:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  I am a mother of three children and an attorney (two 

in high school and one in middle school) and an attorney. I am utterly dismayed and disgusted 

with the unilateral power Sam Page is wielding over our County without any data or checks and 

balances. He is depriving our youth the structure and safety of both in person school and sports 

which pediatricians and the Task Force have agreed are of utmost importance. If Sam Page is 

waiting for a vaccine to move forward (as he said on 550) last week- he will devastate the youth 

and economy of our County. Experts have said a vaccine is at minimum a year away and the 

distribution will take much, much longer than that.  Sam Page needs to listen to others advising 

him he is making the wrong choices for our County. Show us the data, show us why you will not 

let our kids play sports when it is safely happening across the river and across the country- areas 

with much higher positivity rates. My children can go to dinner, Top Golf, bowling, Six Flags, a  
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movie, a casino (not really but you get my point), go karting, the mall.... but they canôt play 

structured sports where they are a screened, monitored and tracked.  Itôs disgraceful.ò 

 Mr. Michael S. Sluss, 5024 Sherborne Dr., St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy, and St. Louis County Council,  I as a Tax paying Resident of St. Louis County Mo. 

in District 6, would like to express my gratitude for what you all have taken on during this 

unprecedented time of Covid to protect the common good.  But, without any substantiated facts to 

back up the recent mandate or facts that are not readily available to us county residents I feel it is 

time to let the residents make the decisions that affect our children for schooling and sports .  To 

allow them to go back to some normalcy, no bashing ,  just it is time.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Amy Ryan, 114 Windjammer Lane, Wildwood, MO, 63040:  ñGood Morning,  I am 

writing to ask the council to please vote yes for bill 175 and 176 to remove the unlimited power 

from the health department and Sam Page.  We are all grappling with the unprecedented and 

rapidly changing challenges of COVID-19.  The health and safety of all should be the number one 

priority.  However, while being safe (washing our hands, wearing masks and staying home if we 

have symptoms), as a community we need to keep mental health and the economy in mind.  I am 

asking that you please lift the following mandates that are more harmful than helpful.  Please 

remove the "phases" for sports.  All children need to be able to play or choose if they want to 

participate in sports. By allowing our kids to play sports in St. Louis County, it will help them 

maintain a positive mental health and will keep money here in St. Louis County.  Many family and 

sports teams have relocated to Franklin and St. Charles county and are shopping and dining there.  

Businesses in St. Louis county are suffering and many are having to close their doors. Shouldn't 

we be supporting the businesses in our own county?  Please allow business to go back to full 

capacity.  Please allow all schools to open 100% and allow parents to choose if their children attend 

in person or online.  This has been a huge burden on single parents, parents with special needs  
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children and families where both parents work.  Not all families can afford private school or 

thousands of dollars a month for someone to assist their kids in virtual learning.  We are asking 

for freedom to have a choice. No single person should have the authority to make executive orders 

without a vote.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Amy Poelker, 3459 Mary Ann Ct., St Ann, MO, 63074:  ñDearest Sam Page,  Please 

address a couple of issues for the general public.  1. Let them Play ï your son gets to run. His 

scholarship is not at jeopardy.  2. Let K-2 go back to in person learning. Evidence shows this 

age group is not a threat. I can attest to the tears of a 1st grader who did not get her reading skills 

last year which they teach in the last quarter of Kindergarten. And I can attest to the frustration yet 

hard work of the teachers who are doing everything they possibly can to get them caught up, as 

they teach them and their parents how to use a computer. Because parents do not teach their kids 

how to use computers at such a young age due to possible threats out in the real world.   

3. Open the playgrounds the kids when they go to the parks do not understand why they 

cannot play on them and last I read there was no evidence it spreads in this manner now.   

4. Halloween ï make your decision asap. Parents need to know now before they spend money 

on costumes etc.ò 

 Mr. Glenn J Thompson:  ñPlease read this letter in full. It does not matter if it is duplicated 

by others. If we were there in person, each of us would have three minutes to communicate this 

information and it would not matter if it was repetitive. Give each citizen their right to be heard.  

This request is for you to end the county wide mandate to wear masks, to lift capacity limits, end 

social distancing orders, end virtual education, restore youth sports, and vote YES on bills 175 and 

176 today.  We as rational, logical, adult citizens can decide for ourselves appropriate actions to 

take to keep ourselves and our community healthy. This virus has caused the death of 0.07% of 

people in our county. While each person lost is a tragedy, this number simply does not justify the  
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type of mandates in place.  We do not need mandates restricting our freedoms when our hospitals 

are not overrun and we have ñflattenedò the curve as you originally asked. Lift all mandates today 

and allow St. Louis county to heal from the hardships the mandates have caused.ò 

 Ms. Allena Mitchell, 1210 Orchard Village Ln., Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñThe sports ban 

means that my African American son cannot play football. He trained all summer and after school 

every day since August. Games were set to begin a couple weeks ago but they are now arbitrarily 

banned.  Most Black kids in Missouri live in St. Louis County and City. Football is being played 

in predominately white areas with the same or worse hospitalization and death stats as St. Louis 

County, but my Black child is banned from playing. How is this legal? Have you ever heard of 

equal protection of the laws? We are reaching out to non-profit law firms that work to protect 

constitutional rights and we have a good case if this sports ban continues. I have a constitutional 

right to raise my child as I wish, and I cannot do that in St. Louis County because my government 

is illegally stopping me. I send my child to a religious school. Sports are an integral part of his 

education there. The school teaches Christ-centered sportsmanship and competition is part of that 

educational process. This is my right to choose.  I went to a very nice and peaceful protest near 

Sam Pageôs neighborhood. I was not allowed to walk up the street to show him my sign pleading 

to let my child play. Police put up plastic barriers far from Pageôs home with ñprivate street ï do 

not enterò signs. It is a public street. The police officers admitted that the public could walk a dog 

on the street, but not walk with a sign.  Cars belonging to members of the public are permitted to 

drive on it. As soon as we left, the police took down the barricade and opened it to the public. The 

police told us that they were called in to work to barricade the street and keep all protesters off the 

road. They said they were being paid by the County ï not out of Sam Pageôs personal funds ï to 

keep people who wanted to exercise their free speech rights far from the road in front of his house. 

Is any member of the County Council willing to conduct an investigation of this illegal barrier  
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restricting free speech and illegal use of County funds? Council members please support bills 175 

and 176!ò 

 Mr. Jim Blasingame, 1351 Oak Borough Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Councilman 

ï Councilwoman,  I am writing you today to urge you to vote in favor of bills 175 and 176. These 

bills represent what makes our Country the greatest Country in the world. Freedom to have a 

choice, freedom to have a voice. No man or woman should have the power to make executive 

orders without a vote, without representation of the community upon which they represent. You 

all represent us. Please do not allow one person to be the voice for all of us. Give us back our 

freedom. Give us back our liberties!  Please let us choose to wear a mask, choose to send our kids 

to school and choose to allow our children to play sports.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Courtney Biggs, 1351 Oak Borough Dr., Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear  Councilman - 

Councilwoman,  I am writing you today to urge you to vote in favor of bills 175 and 176. These 

bills represent what makes our Country the greatest Country in the world. Freedom to have a 

choice, freedom to have a voice. No man or woman should have the power to make executive 

orders without a vote, without representation of the community upon which they represent. You 

all represent us. Please do not allow one person to be the voice for all of us. Give us back our 

freedom. Give us back our liberties!  Please let us choose to wear a mask, choose to send our kids 

to school and choose to allow our children to play sports.  Please allow me to support my own 

community. We have been driving to have at Charles to have the option to shop with out a mask. 

My children have been playing sports and I am allowed to watch. We stop at quick trip to have our 

fountain drinks after the game. We go out to dinner and to movies in St Charles. We want the same 

rights that ever community has around St. Louis county! Let us keep St Louis County thriving!!!  

Thank you.ò 
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 Mr. Cary Johannes, 5308 Chatham Manor Court, St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñDear Sam Page, 

Council Chair Clancy & St. Louis County Council,  Let our kids play sports &  go to school in 

person 5 days/week. We have rights as parents to allow kids to play sports.  COVID is no different 

than the flu.  What data are you using for these decisions? These orders are NOT constitutional. 

Sam Page should not have the power to make these decisions.  I will be voting you out of office in 

November 2020.  Or, will you that away too?ò 

 Ms. Jody Yeates, 9463 Brenda Avenue, St. Louis, MO, 63123:  ñPlease reopen schools and 

sports.  Private schools are open.  This means the kids in public schools will be the only ones left 

behind.  CYC and pay-to-play sports are open.  Some leagues are playing, they just play at facilities 

NOT in St. Louis County.  All this does is cause MORE travel, which is pretty much of opposite 

of 'stay-at-home'.  This is also cheating St. Louis County businesses out of the revenue they would 

normally be receiving from sales to these teams, parents and kids.  Lots of parents patronize 

restaurants to pick up a quick bite before or a dinner after practices.  Lots of parents do their 

shopping while their kids are at practice.  Which restaurants and stores do they choose?  The ones 

CLOSEST to the practice facility.  Do you really want to be responsible for the economic 

destruction of St. Louis County whilst St. Charles County gets richer at our expense?ò 

 Ms. Barb Weir, 600 Wood Fern Dr., Manchester, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page , Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council.  I am not sure what you are thinking or actually not 

thinking but have you considered the mental drain on these children.  Stay home, try to get your 

internet to work, try to find your assignments,  don't learn a damn thing.  This is ridiculous.  And 

what about the parents and the grandparents that were not teachers, never claimed to be teachers, 

have to go to work, have to handle life?  Then there is the issue of high school sports.  Sam Page, 

you have double standards.  Yes, double standards.  No high school sports except for cross country.  

How convenient that your kid runs cross country.  All the private schools can go to school, those  
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kids can play with our kids after school.   You can send the kids back K-2 and they can come home 

and infect the rest of the kids in 3rd-12th in their house.  Everyone of you that has gone along with 

this should be out of office.  I would like a list of all the names, not only Sam Page and how we 

get all of you removed from your position.  You have done nothing for St. Louis but add to the 

fear.  And btw, I hope you are staying home and not doing a damn thing.ò 

 Mr. Doug Leer, 730 Lakeshore Meadows Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63038:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  My comments are regarding the disparity 

of COVID-19 rules in youth sports for St. Louis County. Specifically, for example, Cross Country 

vs Volleyball.  If you have experienced cross country events, you would know that the beginning 

of a meet consists of a great many athletes shoulder to shoulder, breathing hard, bumping and 

grinding for position for a good portion of the course until such time as separation can be made.  

That compared to contact made between volleyball players, especially between the two teams who 

are completely separated, is not even close. The rules put in place do not seem at all to follow any 

sensible logic with regard to the potential for COVID spread.  Additionally, the rules for spectators 

is even more questionable in that for both sports, there is plenty of opportunity for separation.  The 

decisions to be made for both the participation in ALL youth sports as well as the attendance of 

spectators should be placed where they belong, that being with the parents themselves.  Any other 

declaration is just simply heavy handed and wrong!  Thank You.ò 

 Ms. Karen Yannakakis:  ñI implore you to vote yes on bills 175 and 176 to cancel the 

excessive overreach and control by Sam Page.  Our kids need to go back to school and our kids 

need to play sports.  The goal was to flatten the curve to ensure the hospitals were able to care for 

the sick.  Hospitals are not overrun.  Parents should determine the risk we are willing to take for 

children and families.  My oldest daughter is a senior at Parkway West High School.  Her soccer 

season was cancelled in the spring and now her last volleyball season is at risk.  So many  
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milestones and memories may not happen because of the restrictions.  My youngest daughter is in 

fourth grade and cries about online school.  She used to love school and now hates it.  All of these 

kids are on a screen an excessive amount of time.  They need to get back to school and play sports.ò 

 Mr. James Wheeler, 2298 St. Andrew Court, High Ridge, MO, 63049:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  My daughter is a Junior at Notre Dame 

High School in St. Louis County.  Please reconsider your decision and allow high school sports to 

be played in St. Louis County.  Per the experts of the St. Louis Sports Medicine COVID-19 Task 

Force, there is no known transmission of the Covid-19 virus among youth in the 14 - 19 age range 

while playing sports.  If you truly have numbers showing otherwise, then please make those public.  

It seems that statistics are being skewed to make dictatorial decisions, preventing equity in sports 

across the St. Louis region.  Please consider putting the decision to play in the hands of the people 

where they rightfully belong.  Allow parents and their children to make the decision to play or not.  

Don't continue to allow a bureaucracy to propagate the myth that it is better to deny children of 

healthy activities, the same activities that can prevent them from succumbing to Covid-19 in the 

first place.  Be not afraid!  #LetThemPlay.  Thanks for your consideration.ò 

 Ms. Julie Tubbs, 9333 Fredric Ct., Rock Hill, MO, 63144:  ñDear Sam Page, Council Chair 

Clancy and St. Louis County Council, The naivet® of Lisa Clancyôs tweet yesterday shows the 

willful ignorance and/or total incompetence guiding the return to school/sports mandates. Are you 

truly unaware that 6+ months of worldwide data, not to mention the recommendations of over 100 

local pediatric specialists, clearly show that kids 19 and under have a virtually non-existent risk of 

death or serious disease from Covid-19? Lisa asks which parents do we want to sacrifice their 

children to have dataéwe already have data. Is she incapable of reading it or unwilling to follow 

it? The only one performing experimental sacrifice here is Sam Page and he must be stopped. The 

virus has not caused ONE death in a Missouri Child 0-19, but Sam Page is unilaterally killing the  
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souls, dreams, and physical/mental health of thousands. I urge the council members to prioritize 

the recommendations of pediatricians over one politician. Follow data over a dictator and aprove 

the resolution to limit Sam Pageôs unilateral, politically motivated power. Our kids well being is 

most certainly on the line, but its not from a virus.ò 

 Mr. Christopher Growe:  ñBack to School. Back to Sports. Those simple statements have 

emboldened citizens of St. Louis County to band together against the tyranny of our County 

Executive in setting random restrictions hidden behind the cover of COVID-19. We believe this 

council needs to take control of the political motivations of Sam Page and institute common sense 

regulations for our kids returning to school and sports. We will not allow Sam to use our children 

as pawns in his political game and doing so with wanton malice. We encourage the committee to 

not focus on the ñsecretò COVID-19 data supposedly held by Sam Page, but instead focus on the 

data from the St. Louis County Health Department surrounding the number of cases in our area, 

the low incidence rates of high school students (no, you cannot include kids in college either), and 

the lack of hospitalizations (and, obviously deaths) for our youth. We, of course, advocate for any 

immune compromised child to take the proper precautions. But, for the majority of our youth, we 

can attest to the importance of in-person education and physical/sporting events that are so vital to 

their well-being and advancement. We remind the council that we are not trying to keep St. Louis 

county youth from getting COVID-19 (a noble cause no doubt, but an unrealistic and impractical 

one), we are trying to control the ability for our hospitals and healthcare workers to keep up with 

the virus and the condition of St. Louis county hospitals and a declining positivity rate sets the 

stage for supporting looser restrictions on schooling and sports. Remember, Council, Back to 

School and Back to Sports ï letôs support our youth and their parents with commence sense 

regulations rather than underwriting Sam Pageôs political aspirations.ò 
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 Ms. Denise Burt, Wildwood, MO:  ñI urge you to vote YeS on bill 175 and 176. Our kids 

needs to be in schools and out on the field . Data has Shown kids aren't in major risk of COVID . 

Please consider this.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Erin Peterson, 17011 Manchester Rd., Wildwood:  ñTo whom this may concern, I am 

writing to ask the council to PLEASE vote YES for bills 175 and 176. We need to REMOVE 

unlimited power from the health department and Dictator Sam Page! I would like to see ALL 

MANDATES LIFTED: NO mask Mandates. NO more ñPhasingò for Sports-let ALL children 

participate in volunteer sports if the family wishes. NO building capacity limits, let places of 

businesses go back to full capacity, if people are at risk the can CHOOSE to stay home. NO more 

billing school superintendents-announce that CDC and area Doctors have been saying for months 

that ALL schools should be open. Special Needs children especially need to be having IN person 

leaning. Our childrenôs mental/physical  health is at risk, Iôve seen the impact it has made on so 

many children.  RETURN POWER TO THE PEOPLE, we have the RIGHT to make decisions 

about ourselves and our families without government intervention  We also need to be able to 

attend IN PERSON County Council Meetings! WE the people deserve to be able to sit in on OUR 

elected officials.  I am also interested in outlining where all the money we received from the Cares 

Act was Spent? Where is the accountability? WWHAT HAPPENED TO THE CARES ACT 

BOARD? HOW DO JUST TWO PEOPLE HAVE ALL THE POWER? Could you also explain 

are we receiving more grant money for contract tracers? Can you explain the Epidemiology and 

Laboratory Capacity CARES project, through March 31, 2022? A plan for an industrial 

development project involving Accenture Federal Services, LLC (AFS) and to authorize the 

issuance of Chapter 100 bonds in an amount up to $18.2 million to finance a portion of the project? 

I would like to see CANCELATION of Recommendation to Authorize amendment to a contract, 

originally authorized by Ordinance No. 27,592, for outside counsel with Lewis Rice, LLC (Lewis  
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Rice) What is this? Why would St. Louis County residents need to fund Attorneys to work against 

themselves? I am tired of ñbecause I say soò from the government officials we have elected. Please 

listen to the people and get opinions from the people before passing down any more mandates. We 

KNOW THE RISKS, let us make the choice.  Thank you for your time and service.ò 

 Ms. Shannon OôHara, 1355 Marsh Avenue, Ellisville, MO, 63011:  ñGood morning,  I am 

writing you on behalf of my son, who has played baseball his whole life. It is his passion, his outlet 

and a place where he gets to see positive role models. My son does not have a father around, but 

he has men (because of sports) that fill that void for him. School has already been taken from the 

kids, please do not continue to take the ONE thing that makes these kids feel normal. My son is 

depressed, he misses his friends, his coaches and just interacting with people in general. We 

followed each and every guideline you have put in place, we appreciate you trying to keep us safe. 

But, this has gone too far. Please let my son play. Please let my son train. Please give him the 

opportunity to learn life lessons that can only be taught on the field. Please do not take that away 

from him.ò 

 Ms. Robin Caringer, 2 Armstrong Drive, Glendale, MO, 63122:  ñThe County Council 

must pass Bills 175 and 176 today!  County voters elect a COUNTY COUNCIL not just a County 

Executive.  All Council members should have a say on ALL County mandates and orders. One 

person should not have this much power and control.  The mandates Sam Page has ordered have 

paralyzed businesses and schools. People need to be able to work to feed their families and children 

need to be in school to get the education they deserve.  More voters than ever are paying close 

attention to  the Councilôs actions and this will be reflected with their votes.  Your constituents 

elected you to represent them and these Bills would allow you to have a say in that representation.  

ALL Council members should have a vote in ALL county mandates and orders.  The County 

Executive should NOT be allowed to make  mandates & decisions unilaterally.  Voters are 

watching!  Thank you.ò  
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 Ms. Joan Hoffmann, Wildwood, MO:  ñDear Council Members,  Please support Bills 175 

and 176.  The decision of whether our kids should play sports lies with their parents. Not with the 

government and not with Sam Page. He has turned many of his supporters against him. You still 

have a chance to keep yours.  If you pass Bills 175 and 176 and bring youth sports back to St. 

Louis, your voters will remember. Keep in mind that our young athletes will be voting age in a 

few years. They will remember who let them play and who did not. Voting yes will be an asset to 

your political future. Lisa Clancy, that includes you.  Over seventy local pediatricians signed a 

letter which encouraged Sam Page to let kids play sports. He ignored it. Don't make his mistake. 

Listen to the doctors and let them play.ò 

 Ms. Marie Norton, 16211 Maple Crossing Ct., Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñI urge you to 

please VOTE YES on bill 175 and 176 that are being proposed today.  We need to give the power 

back to the people and have checks and balances in place.  For one person to decide the fate of all 

is not what this country was built on.  We need to have our kids go back to school safely and open 

up the county.  The economy is being devasted by these mandates and tyrant activities being 

demonstrated by King Page.  My son is a 13 year old boy who struggles with learning and finding 

the importance in school.  He needs constant instruction by a teacher and socialization to be a 

normal teenager.  He is having headaches and is very on edge, which are signs of anxiety.  The 

online learning is not good for the overall health of our children.  My son has been playing sports 

since May almost every weekend in other counties and other states.  We have not seen or heard of 

one case through the large baseball network that we know or basketball network that we know.  

STOP using our children as political pawns!!!  Thank you!ò 

 Ms. Olivia Clancy, 549 St. Josephs Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  I strongly disagree with your decision to implement 

a mask mandate and cancel sports throughout the St. Louis area.  What is the end game here? What  
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is the magic formula that is going to allow us the all clear? Cases will never stop growing. The 

vaccine wonôt be trusted. How long will we cancel and postpone? What is next April is worse than 

this April? Why do you get to decide the quality of our lives outweighs the risks? COVID is 

dangerous for some people. So are peanuts and shellfish. Driving a car is dangerous, but we donôt 

leave it in the garage. We know the dangers of drinking, smoking and eating fried foods, but we 

do it anyway. We speed, we donôt buckle our seatbelts, we take more than directed. Is going into 

Schnucks without a mask on, or sitting on the bleachers during my sonôs baseball game really more 

dangerous than Highway 40 at rush hour? I understand I could pass this on to someone else, but 

Iôm struggling to see where this ends and why you believe you have the authority to dictate these 

decisions for us. When God decides itôs our time, you donôt get any mulligans, you donôt get a 

pass because you wore a mask. I would rather spend my time enjoying my friends, family, 

neighbors and fellow parishioners- MASK FREE.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Blair Porter, 202 Cleta Court, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  I believe the restrictions on HS sports are over-reaching, 

oppressive, and completely lacking in scientific rational.  Sam Page has made unverifiable 

statements about 15-19 age group having a 20% COVID positivity rate.  There has been no 

evidence offered to support this statement, but even if true, it does not automatically relate and 

transfer directly to HS sports.  First of all, very few HS athletes are already 18 years old and 

practically ZERO are 19 years old.  Furthermore, it would be quite easy to survey HS athletic 

programs to determine the true infection rate / impact on their individual athletic programs.  HS 

athletes have a great incentive to take care and keep themselves safe in order to have any chance 

at their fall sports season.  They are protecting themselves, their teammates, and consequentially 

their own families and communities.  Instead of rewarding these athletes for their efforts, you are 

punishing them and eliminating their incentive to respect and follow the COVID safety guidelines.   
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If Sam Page issued a set of COVID restrictions on an entire racial group, based on some 

unverifiable statistic, there would be massive outage and lawsuits filed, and everyone would 

understand how unfair and inappropriate it would be to punish ALL because of the action of a few.  

That is EXACTLY what this situation is regarding youth sports.  People are outraged and lawsuits 

will be filed, and people do understand that this situation is completely unfair and inappropriate.  

I urge you to immediately withdraw the current restrictions and allow HS sports teams to compete.  

Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Marcia Niekamp:  ñTo Whom it May Concern,  I am a parent of two high school 

students whoôs sports have been cancelled and with no true scientific data shown yet to justify the 

current mandates and closings.  Each and every one of you know this.  We all know this.  Hopefully 

this is read and seen as my letters, phone calls and emails in the past have not even been 

acknowledged. I truly feel like I am living in a communist county.  A couple of points that need to 

be addressed since you as elected officials serve the people, not dictate over the people.  1.  

PLEASE vote YES for bills 175 and 176. Removing unlimited power from the health department 

and Sam Page!  He is clearly abusing his power and bullying our schools, kids, sports, and 

businesses.  2.  PLEASE LIFT ALL MANDATES:  NO MASK MANDATES - masks DO NOT 

FILTER DOWN TO THE MICRON SIZE OF COVID AND YOU KNOW THIS.  YOU ARE 

GIVING EVERYONE A FALSE SENSE OF SECURITY.  YOU ARE DAMAGING PEOPLE'S 

IMMUNE SYSTEMS BEYOND REPAIR.  THOSE WITH MEDICAL CONDITIONS ARE 

BEING DISCRIMINATED AGAINST!  NO more ñPhasesò for Sports-let ALL children 

participate in volunteer sports if they want.  NO building capacity limits...let places of businesses 

go back to full capacity.  NO more bullying school superintendents- CDC has been saying for 

months that ALL schools should be open.  Special Needs children especially need to be having IN 

person learning.  3.  Bring Back IN PERSON County Council Meetings!  4.  Where is all the  
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money we received from the Cares Act Spent??? Where is the accountability? Why is SAM PAGE 

AND CORA FAITH WALKER IN CHARGE OF THIS NOW, WHAT HAPPENED TO THE 

CARES ACT BOARD?  5.  Why are we receiving more grant money for contract tracers???? 

$71,150 in grant funds from the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) to 

support the Department of Public Healthôs (DPH) ñEpidemiology and Laboratory Capacity 

CARESò project, stating the grant will commence upon contract execution and continue through 

March 31, 2022!!!  6.  What is the plan for an industrial development project involving Accenture 

Federal Services, LLC (AFS) and to authorize the issuance of Chapter 100 bonds in an amount up 

to $18.2 million to finance a portion of the project?  We want answers.  We want our freedoms 

back.  You are destroying St Louis and need to be held accountable.ò 

 Mr. Michael Harms, 202 Oak Nut Ct., Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Council Chair Clancy 

and St. Louis County Council,  I strongly urge you to support bills 175 and 176 sponsored by 

Councilman Tim Fitch to bring accountability to State of Emergency declarations in St. Louis 

County. Regardless of your political party and policy preferences, no executive branch of 

government should operate without reasonable checks and balances. In this particular situation, 

Dr. Page and the Department of Public Health have operated during the COVID pandemic with no 

accountability to the Council or broader public, and no transparency.  Regarding the youth sports 

restrictions, the only piece of data provided so far in an attempt to justify the decision is that the 

positivity rate in 15-19 year olds is 20%. While this rate is relevant to the broader issue of 

community prevalence, it is ultimately *irrelevant* to the issue of whether high school youth in 

ñhigh and moderateò contact sports are actually transmitting the virus to each other during practice 

and competitions. Critically, where is the contract tracing data regarding sports-specific COVID 

transmission? Dr. Page states that the Department of Health has more complete and in-depth 

information on this issue that guided their decision and which has not been available to the  
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St. Louis Sports Medicine COVID-19 Task Force. If so, why has neither Dr. Page nor the 

Department of Health made that data available for independent evaluation? Making this data 

publicly available would be the hallmark of a truly accountable and transparent administration.  

Further, on an issue as multifaceted as the COVID pandemic, with its complex interplay of public 

safety, unsettled science, economic, physical health, and mental health considerations, it is simply 

inappropriate and maddeningly dismissive of civil liberty that one person should have sole control 

for interpreting and balancing all those competing factors. Oversight is necessary to ensure that 

some element of individual choice and personal liberty can be restored to this situation, rather than 

allowing a single individual to impose their personal policy preferences.  If you are uncomfortable 

creating a permanent ordinance that limits the Executive branch during a pandemic, please amend 

it as necessary to gain your support. For example, the ordinances could be amended to sunset after 

6 months. What we critically need is immediate accountability during the COVID pandemic.  It is 

cruelly ironic that Dr. Page is campaigning on ñRestoring Honesty, Accountability, and 

Transparencyò to St. Louis County. Please hold him to his own promise.ò 

 Mr. Steve Tucker, 6927 Cheshire Lane, Affton, MO, 63123:  ñDear Sam Page and council 

members,  Please vote yes on Bills 175 and 176 and limiting the power of the county executive. 

Our children need to be in school. Our economy needs to fully open, and the millions in federal 

stimulus money needs to be distributed to small businesses.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Amy Reed, 16246 Marina Del Ray Ln., Wildwood, MO, 63040:  ñDear Council,  I 

urge you to vote YES on Bills 175 and 176.  This pandemic has shown a huge need for these bills. 

We need accountability and more checks and balances for decisions that are hugely affecting our 

families, our livlihood, and our childrenôs educational and emotional well being. If we ever have 

a crisis like this again, we need to have more than one person making a decision for so many.  

Also, our kids need to be back in school and playing youth sports like the other 75% of the youth  
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in the state of Mo.  The virtual learning that has been recommended by Sam Page and the health 

department is failing our kids. Weôve done what was asked of us to flatten the curve.  The hospitals 

are not overwhelmed. More people are living than dying with COVID.  Why does the health 

department continue to lump 19 year olds with K-12 kids when looking at the data because without 

the 19 year old population, the percentage of infection would be insignificant for school age kids?  

We demand real data from county health by each age so we the people and the school districts can 

make informed decisions.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Christine Benson, 2161 Hickory Dr., Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñAre the council 

members aware who is contributing to making the decisions regarding opening our society that are 

being set forth by Dr. Page?  Do you know that there is a statement from August 30 from Forest 

Park Pediatrics signed by 92 Pediatricians in St. Louis that states that children should be in school 

and playing sports?  Do you know that the St. Louis Youth COVID-19 Return to Sports Task Force 

disagrees with the decision to limit youth sports?  The guidelines from this group were immediately 

followed in July when they recommended pulling back on youth sports. But now that they 

recommend going ahead with youth sports they are just an ñadvisory groupò? So you are picking 

and choosing when to rely on their recommendations?  How can 100 doctors in St. Louis be wrong? 

Who knows better? The Department of Health? 100 doctors are in disagreement with these 

mandates!  Please Supply the data of hospitalizations per county in the St. Louis metropolitan area. 

Please supply the data of Covid cases of children ages 15 to 18 by age. Please provide the age of 

those hospitalized. Please provide the number of deaths per county. How can the citizens of St. 

Louis County be repeatedly told the "data" and "they" yet we are not allowed to see the "data" or 

know who "theyò are? Why is this information a secret?  Where is the CARES money? Initially it 

was voted on for Sam Page to have sole control over how this money was spent because it would 

take too long for every spending decision to go through committee. Now whatôs the reason?  

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 80                                      September 15, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

Because that initial reason has been PROVEN wrong.  Is the money being given to the County 

Executives friend's projects? Is he waiting until after the election so he can do with the money 

whatever he chooses? Is he holding the money over groups heads so they vote for him?  Basically 

the County Executive has $100 million dollars that he can do anything he wants with, and no one 

has any say.  Anyone who has nothing to hide would welcome oversight and share the data. Fool 

me once shame on you, fool me twice shame on me. We have all been fooled about the CARES 

money and now we are being fooled about restrictions on youth sports. I will no longer be silent.ò 

 Mr. Brett Adzick, Ballwin:  ñWhile I want all kids to be able to play and attend classes in 

person I will point out that Mr. Page your son is participating in XC running, sweating, and 

breathing hard, shoulder to shoulder with his teammates. Compared to softball which my daughter 

plays where the players are spaced out by position to me is less of a contact sport than XC. Let 

them play now! I am a voter and will vote for those who #LetThemPlay.ò 

 Ms. Marjorie Stoeker, Maryland Heights, MO:  ñGood afternoon:  Well there is a positive 

in this crazy Covid-19 world; I am now able to attend (via zoom) St. Louis County Council 

meetings.  It has proven an ñeye-openingò experience.  The blatant disregard some council 

members and the interim county executive have for the residents of the county are disheartening.  

Six months have passed, time for a Recovery Plan!  Handing out masks and continuing to promote 

fear are not a plan.  County residents deserve positive steps to salvage our struggling municipalities 

in St Louis County.  A lot has been learned since early March; we can function safely with the 

virus.  Staying shut down is NOT an option.  Imagine the positive outcome if you, Dr. Page would 

actually work with our community leaders to build a confident strong economy.  Now is the time 

to work with businesses, live our lives before there is nothing to return too.ò 

 Ms. Lori Richmeyer, 2519 Balaji Ct., Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy, and St. Louis County Council,  I am writing to you as a concerned parent of three  
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children, and also as an RN and healthcare professional. With all of the recent ñdataò and mandates, 

including Fall Sports and the recommendations of keeping children virtual for schooling, I would 

like to know where your ñdataò is coming from?   The Health Department recently put this out 

which is 12 days old, but shows their spin on all the numbers.  This graph shows diagnosis by age 

bracket which includes the 10-19 having college kids in it.  But look at that line.  From middle to 

end of August do you see a 20% increase?  I donôt think so.  According to the numbers I could 

find we have 69,025 kids from 10-19 in St. Louis County.  This past Saturday the Health 

Department reported 1,311 positive test in this age group.  Today that number remains the same.  

1,311 are percent positive tests.  What is even crazier is that I can't see a 20% increase in that group 

from the middle of August until the end of August.  The health department numbers may not be 

updated daily but from Saturday to Tuesday the increased positive test for that age bracket is 

showing 0.  They like to put things in per 100,000.  There are not 100,000 kids in that bracket so 

we need a little 5th grade math to figure it out.  100,000 they report 1,900 cases or 1.9%.  We have 

69,025 kids in that age bracket so we multiply that number by .019 equaling 1,311.  Please tell me 

what you are basing your shut downs on? The data I have presented does NOT show our children 

as being the culprit of spreading COVID and certainly not while playing sports or being in school. 

Stop using our children as political pawns. This is detrimental for their emotional and physical 

health. You are not listening to local pediatricians, the CDC, or the APA when making your 

ridiculous and non-data driven mandates. Enough is enough.ò 

 Ms. Heather Windsor Burns, 844 JB Hunt Ct., Ellisville, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  I am a mom of three children living in St. 

Louis County.  We have done everything that has been asked of us for the past six months.  I am 

concerned that one person can have so much control over my life and the decisions I make for my 

children.  Sam Page has done more harm to my children than the coronavirus ever could.  His  
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unilateral edicts and mandates have had damaging effects on my children.  By stopping sports for 

an extended period of time my 10 year old son and 13 year old daughter have put on an unhealthy 

amount of weight.  The stress of not being allowed to practice and be around friends has led to 

their unhealthy eating habits.  My 15 year old son has voiced his concern to me recently that he is 

worried that many of his classmates will commit suicide this year due to hopelessness. My son has 

been working towards a sports scholarship he will never get without playing a game.   Sam Page 

makes decisions without giving us scientific facts and no transparency.  Please pass Bills 175 and 

176 to limit power and time of state of emergency.  Sam Page has recently added more rigorous 

restrictions to his mask mandate.  Wearing masks gives two of my three children intense 

headaches.  He does not take into account that some people may not be able to wear masks due to 

mental or health reasons.  By mandating businesses to require masks for entry he is causing many 

of us harm in getting food, medicine, mental health careéI have traveled to several states and just 

across the river where they do not have mask mandates. I have researched mask wearing and have 

yet to come across a scientific study that is not anecdotal that says masks reduce coronavirus 

infections.  The coronavirus of today is not the same as in March.  We have learned so much more 

about it and have an arsenal of therapeutics to treat it.   Transparency is important and we have the 

right to all data and the choice should always be ours not the governments. Stop the mask mandate, 

open schools and open sports!ò 

 Mr. Chris Hoffmeister, 16609 Green Pines Dr., Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council:  Consistency. Integrity. Common sense. 

Those things are all most parents want right now.  If the virus is so dangerous, then things should 

be closed/restricted consistently. Why are casinos and restaurants open? Why can adults play some 

sports as a pick-up game, but the same number of people doing the same thing can't if two referees 

are added? All that does is put referees and other businesses out of commission, which hurts the  
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local economy. Why are spectator rules for sports linked to if the sport is classified as high or 

moderate contact? Spectators don't view the sports differently based on the contact level. We 

simply ask for CONSISTENCY.  If decisions are supposedly based on "the data", why isn't that 

data released in a transparent manner? Why is one person responsible for making all of these 

decisions? Why is one group cited as the source of recommendations, then they refute those 

comments, and another group is then referenced? Why is every valid question posed to Sam Page 

danced around and avoided in interviews and press briefings? We simply ask for INTEGRITY.  

Most rational people recognize the virus is real, dangerous, and can cost people lives. There 

however is plenty of data that supports most things being open if common-sense precautions are 

followed. The current sports guidelines are arbitrary, in many cases make no sense (how is a 

hockey team playing a game different than a practice, and how are cross country runners packed 

together considered "low contact" if baseball is considered ñmoderateò? We simply ask for 

COMMON SENSE.  Please consider that when the council makes decisions, they cannot focus 

solely on the virus, because itôs painfully obvious that for every life you may save from COVID, 

you may be destroying countless others from lost employment, emotional devastation, educational 

shortcomings, and countless other side effects.  This spring we all flattened the curve, kept 

hospitals from being overrun, and now we can protect the vulnerable.  The cure cannot be worse 

than the disease, and St. Louis County is currently failing its citizens compared to neighboring 

counties.  Remember, Thanos thought he was doing the universe a favor when he snapped half its 

inhabitants out of existence.  I beg the council to make sure they arenôt being similarly short-

sighted.  There are no Avengers to stop the council, just plenty of rightfully concerned parents.  

Thank you.ò 

 Mr. Scott Travis:  ñI have been a resident of St. Louis County for 25+ years now and I have 

two sons in the Rockwood School District, one in high school and one in middle school. I am  
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writing to respectfully urge you to vote to pass bills 175 & 176 today. I am not comfortable with 

any County Executive having such broad unilateral power to mandate / order what its citizens can 

or cannot do within the law. We need to institute some checks and balances that, quite frankly, I 

assumed already existed until this matter came to my attention. Shame on me for not knowing 

better.  We understand and respect that some are not comfortable attending or teaching school in 

person right now, or having their kids participate in sports, so we support having a virtual "option" 

for school, and we support any parent or child opting out of a sport, if they so choose. All we want 

is the same right to choose for ourselves. The right to choose having our children attend school in 

person and/or play sports. As thoughtful and intelligent people, we have carefully considered all 

the associated risks to our children, ourselves, and others, and we have concluded that we would 

like to attend school in person again and resume all sports immediately. Since Sam Page has 

repeatedly refused to provide hard data to support his position, we studied the data on our own and 

have concluded that he is either misinterpreting the data or misrepresenting it. That said, we don't 

believe Sam Page would change his mind no matter what the data shows, nor do we expect him to 

suddenly provide data and engage in intelligent discussions about how best to interpret it, so we 

urge you to at least pass these bills that would allow you all some say in matters such as these as 

our duly elected representatives. Please vote yes and establish the needed checks and balances that 

will only further empower yourselves to better represent your constituents. Thank you for your 

service and consideration.ò 

 Ms. Karen Friedhoff, 1150 Ridge Rd., Wildwood, MO, 63021:  ñDr. Page and County 

Council,  We live in America. Americans have the right to be free to make their own choices and 

decisions. What has been happening in St. Louis Co. over these last several months is not freedom 

of choice but a dictatorship by Sam Page.. an unelected citizen!  Sam Page needs to be reminded  

of this and needs to let St. Louis Co. residents live their lives which are afforded us in our  
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Constitution. Please override his decisions which I feel are self- serving and political as well as 

anti-American!  Thank you!ò 

 Ms. Rebecca Lane, 15 Southridge Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñTo whom it may concern,  

As a parent and health care professional working in difficult conditions, I am urging you to 

consider the long term ramifications of ceasing high school sports.  Not only physically, but 

psychologically, socially, and financially.  Their physical health will be, and is, compromised 

which will ultimately affect their ability to fight any type of virus or illness.  Weight gain, loss of 

strength are shadowed in comparison to your fear--a virus that most are not even aware they carry.  

Their outlet for typical teenage aggression, anxiety is being stripped.  I shudder to think of the 

future. Increased violence, depression and we all know where this leads. Teen age suicide is at an 

all time high with this generation.  THIS is the real epidemic.  Socially.  Anyone with any 

knowledge of child development is aware of the innate need for socialization with this age group.  

It is instinctive human nature that cannot be altered.  What is planned/allowed for this age group? 

Cross country videos aired over the weekend are CERTAINLY allowing it and they are NOT 

social distancing nor wearing masks. Funny how that works!  FInancially.  By the coverage of 

your neighborhood over the weekend, you certainly do not understand the need for many of these 

athletes to get athletic scholarships to make college education a reality. Trust me, it is a reality and 

changes lives--forever breaking the cycle of poverty.  The data does not support the decision that 

has been made. Period.ò 

 Ms. Valari Clough, 1013 Hawkins Bend Dr., Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  As the parent of a 3 high school  student athletes 

and 1 student in the special school district  and a county resident I have had a vested interest in 

how we respond to Covid. All 4 of my children are negatively impacted and it is doing great harm 

to them. My child in special school district is falling further behind everyday.  How is he ever  
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going to be able to catch up if he canôt go back to school in person with the teachers who can help 

him??  This is so hard for him in many ways. His self confidence is so low right now. He needs 

help! My high schoolers also need to get back to school and sports.  Sam Page only cares about 

himself and his family. He is a disgrace and should resign. His power is going unchecked, and the 

increased arrogance and smugness when questioned about decisions are infuriating!! Our 

government works because we have checks and balances in place throughout every level. However 

our council failed us by giving one UNELECTED person the power to implement restrictions that 

impact our livelihoods, our mental, emotional, and physical well-being. It is time to put those 

checks and balances back into place.  Lisa Clancyôs is also a disgrace. She has a vested interest in 

keeping Sam Page in charge as her husband is the manager of his campaign. She is putting money 

first and hurting the people of St. Louis county. Resign Lisa!! someone on this council needs to 

step up for our kids and the citizens of St. Louis County. Vote yes for 175 and 176.ò 

 Ms. Michelle Francisco, 824 Greenwich Green Ln., Town and Country, MO, 63017:  ñDear 

Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  Urging all council members to 

vote YES on bills 175 and 176.  Sam Page is not an elected official by the people and should not 

have sole power over the county.  His mandate regarding youth sports needs to be reconsidered 

immediately.  There is something very troubling about a society that permits casinos, bars and spas 

to operate, but not  schools or sports for children.  The inconsistency with which these mandates 

have been handed down is confusing and frequently baseless.  When the Youth Sports Task Force 

is COMPLETELY ignored, when Sam Page refuses to sit down with superintendents or coaches 

for feedback and council, he deserves his new moniker of ñdictator.ò  We must remember the 

initial reasoning for social distancing, mask wearing etc. was to not overwhelm our health care 

system.  Our health care system has NEVER been overwhelmed and we are 8 months into this 

with no end game in sight.  The targets keep moving, the information is misleading and people  
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donôt know what to believe anymore because this has become politicized when it never should 

have been. The mental health of our children is at stake and I have yet to hear Page even comment 

on that component.  You want to know what this crisis has done to kids?  Hereôs a text message 

from my 13 year old daughter after I urged her to go outside and see ONE friend.  She is a fun 

loving, sweet kid whoôs smart, athletic and outgoing (usually).  But the last 8 months of isolating, 

mask wearing, limited school/sports has affected her in ways I didnôt think possible:  ñI need your 

help mom.  Iôm so awkward and insecure and I donôt know whatôs wrong with me.  Iôm super 

anxious and timid and I donôt know how to get over this.  My friendships have been hard with this 

COVID thing and Iôm feeling lost so please help me. I love you.ò  My husband and I are doing 

everything we can to keep things as normal for our kids as possible. We are mentally and 

emotionally drained and fed up with the poor decision making by the county executive.  A good 

leader listens to all sides of an issue equally.  Considers the risks/benefits to decisions, seeks 

council from MANY different specialists/experts, and in particular, the people they represent.  Sam 

Page is none of these things and has proven himself a poor leader.ò 

 Mr. Ron Hobbs, 11516 Sandhurst Drive, Creve Coeur, MO, 63141:  ñDr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council:  I have been a coach for over 30 years.  For most kids, 

their 4 years of high school is the pinnacle of their competitive sports experience, for their entire 

lives.  This is a very important time for them.  Itôs sacred.  They wonôt get this time back.  Please 

reconsider the current youth sports restrictions.  There are soccer players, field hockey players, 

volleyball players, and other athletes all across St. Louis County practicing every day, just hoping 

for the opportunity to compete.  Many of them are seniors, and this will be their last chance to 

play.  If the restrictions are changed now, thereôs still time to salvage the season.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. April Wilhelm, 215 W Cedar Ave., St. Louis, MO, 63119:  ñDear Sam Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  Vote yes for Bill 175 and Bill 176.  Sam Page has  
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abused his power as County Executive. No one person should be allowed this type of control over 

an entire county.  His refusal to allow fall youth sports is in direct conflict with expert 

recommendations and he has provided absolutely no data to support these restrictions. The data 

simply does not exist. Sam Page is a liar.  Council Chair Clancy's tweet on 9/14 regarding fall 

sports was condescending, ignorant and as overly dramatic as a child's temper tantrum.  County 

Executive Page and the St. Louis County Council are damaging our children, families and 

businesses far more than a virus ever could. This is not about the health of St. Louis County, this 

is about politics and control and nothing else. One man's ego and political ambitions cannot be 

allowed to dictate the lives of nearly one million people.  The County Council needs to hold Sam 

Page accountable for what he has done and end the power of one unelected person to implement 

restrictions that impact our constitutional rights and freedoms.  Ultimately, when elections are 

held, the Council will be held accountable for their actions as well.ò 

 Ms. Karen Daues, 3619 Gwenmill Dr., St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear Dr. Page, County 

Council Chair Clancy and the Council members,  I am submitting my comments today as a 

concerned resident and parent.  Early in the pandemic crisis, I believe that St. Louis county led the 

way strongly by establishing safe guards for our community.  We have moved from proactive and 

smart, to over-reaching.  All pandemic related edicts are solely based on one person's decision-

making power. There are no checks and balances as we expect our government to have.   I urge 

the Council to support the proposals today to require the Council to vote on extended orders related 

to public health.   There is no reason to not support a measure that implements checks and balances 

into our government.  As a CITIZEN, you should want this.  At this point in the pandemic, the 

public is well-aware and equipped to make the best choices for their families.  We have come a 

long way from knowing little about this virus to now knowing how to protect ourselves.  While 

we need to government to provide leadership, we do NOT need you to 'save' us from ourselves.   
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As parents, we do not need the government to tell us what sports our children can and cannot play.  

The data used to support no high school sports is irrelevant (wrong age groups) and does NOT 

support spread via sporting activities (Dr Page is yet to produce supporting data or connect an 

outbreak to sports).  Surrounding communities are playing with no outbreaks - it's time we got 

back into the game.  Our kids need this - for their physical and mental health.  Let us parent our 

children and make our own choices about sports.  Our kids want to play, our coaches want to 

coach, and we want to watch -- we will blink and this phase of life will be gone.  I, for one, am 

tired of being told we cannot do what's best for our families.  We can do it and we WILL do it 

smartly.  Bottom line: PLEASE support Bill 175 and 176.  Lift the sports restrictions so the kids 

do not lose their fall seasons and let's focus on getting our kids safely back into the classroom .  

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration.  Your community needs the Council to step 

up and lead, not follow.ò 

 Mr. Darren Scotti, 1324 Point Mariner Dr., Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  We want our children back in the classroom and back 

playing sports! Let them Learn! Let them Play!  We understood that last spring we needed to make 

sure the curve was flattened, and it was a "new" virus. Well it has flattened and there are not mass 

amounts of children on their death bed.  My children have asked that we move out of St. Louis 

County so they can go to School and play Sports.  Let my family make the choice for what is best 

for our children.  Meet with the Sports Task force face to face and let our Schools allow all the 

students to Play and Learn!  Thank you.ò 

 Mr. Jim Humphrey, 14560 Manchester Road, Suite 20, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. 

Page, Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  First I want to let you know that you 

are a snake.  You are not the Emperor. I will be voting you out as soon as possible.  Your Power 

will be gone soon.  You are a complete jerk.  This is totally political and  not based on Science.   
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You pick and choose what Science benefits you politically.  You do not listen to the experts who 

say sports should go on.  You are ruining our kidsô lives right now.  How is it fair that St. Charles 

can play sports and others are in school and no problems.  Your FACTS are SKEWED.  Why do 

you include 14-19 when high school is 14-17 typically WHY? TO SKEW THE NUMBERS to fit 

your narrative !!!  You canôt shut down the world around you.  Science tells us no one under 19 

has ever died in St. Louis.  Healthy KIDS!!!!  are not in serious danger from this virus.  Parents 

should decide, not YOU.  You like PRO CHOICE,  ME TOO?  You are singlehandedly killing off 

kids dreams of playing sports. They need to play.  I would say some more, but I am trying to be 

civil.ò 

 Mr. Jim Schafer, 265 Beacon Point Lane, Wildwood, MO, 63040:  ñI am long-time resident 

of St. Louis County and father of four children who attended Marquette High School and played 

several sports for their school during their time attending. I am writing to respectfully urge you to 

vote to pass bills 175 & 176 today. No county executive should have such unilateral authority to 

make decisions.  I understand and respect that some are not comfortable attending or teaching 

school in person right now, or having their kids participate in sports, so I support having a virtual 

"option" for school and sitting out of a sport, if they so choose. All I want is the same right to 

choose for those dealing with this situation today. The right to choose having children attend school 

in person and/or play sports.  I do not expect Sam Page to begin listening now when he clearly has 

a differing opinion and feels he knows better than everyone else as to what is the right thing to do.  

I urge you to at least pass these bills that would allow you some say in the matter as our duly 

elected representatives. Please vote yes and establish the needed checks and balances that will 

further empower yourselves to better govern and represent your constituents. Thank you for your 

service and consideration.ò 
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 Ms. Kate Mehrhoff, 1528 Fenton Hills Road, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear Dr.  Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St Louis County Council,  I am a St. Louis County resident and taxpayer, 

as well as a parent of two students in the Rockwood School District.  Like thousands of others, I 

am writing to express my complete disagreement with County Executive Sam Pageôs improper 

attempts to keep St. Louis County schools closed to in-person instruction indefinitely, and second, 

my complete disagreement with Pageôs overreaching and unsupported ñexecutive orderò last week 

purporting to cancel most fall sports.  In short, these actions are a GROSS abuse of power and are 

NOT in the best interests of students or their parents, who are all suffering emotionally, 

intellectually, socially, physically, and in many other ways as a result.  The decisions to resume 

in-person schooling and to have safe sports competitions should be left to the individual school 

districts and informed parents, and Pageôs actions constitute unnecessary government overreach at 

its absolute worst, especially in light of the widespread opposition voiced by St. Louis County 

residents recently.  Page is also ignoring the many pediatricians and other medical doctors who 

overwhelmingly support kids resuming in-person school instruction and safe sports competition. 

Thus, Page is nothing more than an out-of-touch official wielding unsubstantiated Orders, who is 

placing his political agenda far ahead of the best interests of our children; his callousness and 

blatant disregard to their overall well-being is utterly unforgivable.  If some parents are concerned 

about the virus, they are free to keep their own kids out of school and sports, but the government 

MUST STOP penalizing those students and families who deserve to make those informed choices 

for themselves.  For these reasons, I STRONGLY urge the St. Louis County Council to adopt 

Substitute Bill Nos. 175 and 176 as a vitally necessary check and balance on the unfettered power 

that Page believes he has over the residents of St. Louis County.  In closing, please do not forget 

that in this democratic country the primary duty of government officials is to represent the will of 

the PEOPLE, not ignore it, as Page is clearly doing. The voters of St. Louis County are watching  
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all of you intently, and your actions (or lack thereof) will have substantial consequences at the 

ballot box on November 3, 2020.ò 

 Ms. Alison Niermann, 411 Arlington Terrace Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63040:  ñDear 

Councilwomen and Councilmen,  I am writing you today to urge you to vote in favor of Bills 175 

& 176.  These bills represent our freedom. Freedom of choice, and freedom to have a voice. No 

man or woman should have the power to make executive orders without a vote, without 

representation of the community upon which they serve.  You all represent us.  Please be my voice.  

Please let me choose to wear a mask, choose to send my kids to school, and choose to allow our 

children to play sports.  We have heard Covid may have long term effects.  And I would like 

everyone to keep in mind the long-term effects of keeping kids in their rooms, behind screens. 

These will have long-term effects on their mental, physical, and emotional health.   We have three 

children, virtually learning and unable to play sports.  As parents we are doing our best, however, 

we are witnessing the negative impacts.  Medical professionals are voicing their favor over 

allowing in-person learning, and sports.  Please be our voice, and let parents have the choice.  

Thank you for your time and service.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Tina Christen:  ñDear Council Members,  I believe the decisions concerning return to 

school and sports mandates are illogical. The scientific information your constituency has is much 

more credible than what has been used to make these decisions that are controlling hundreds of 

thousands of people. In addition Dr. Sam Page will not share the information he is using to advise 

him in creating these inept mandates.  What is going on here? One can only assume that itôs 

something sinister because common sense and logic are not in this equation. St. Louis County 

residents will surely respond in November if not before.ò 

 Ms. Victoria M. Welling, Webster Groves, MO:  ñPlease read this letter in full. It does not 

matter if it is duplicated by others. If we were there in person, each of us would have three minutes  
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to communicate this information and it would not matter if it was repetitive. Give each citizen their 

right to be heard.  This request is for you to end the county wide mandate to wear masks, to lift 

capacity limits, end social distancing orders, end virtual education, restore youth sports, and vote 

YES on bills 175 and 176 today.  We as rational, logical, adult citizens can decide for ourselves 

appropriate actions to take to keep ourselves and our community healthy. This virus has caused 

the death of 0.07% of people in our county. While each person lost is a tragedy, this number simply 

does not justify the type of mandates in place.  We do not need mandates restricting our freedoms 

when our hospitals are not overrun and we have ñflattenedò the curve as you originally asked. Lift 

all mandates today and allow St. Louis county to heal from the hardships the mandates have 

caused.ò 

 Mr. Joey Wilmsen, 2610 Greenbriar Estates Court, St Louis, MO, 63122:  ñDear Council:  

St Louis County high school athletes are being discriminated against by Sam Pageôs tyrannical 

decision to deter Fall Sports in St Louis County while our fellow competitors in St Charles County 

and other neighboring counties and states play on, many already having played multiple games.   

Despite the recommendation from the St Louis Co Sports Medicine Task Force to ñplay safely 

onò, the student athletes in St Louis County are unable to do so because of one man, Sam Page.  

These students who have worked so hard to compete for sports scholarships will be negatively 

impacted on their ability to be ñseenò for opportunities at the college level while athletes 1 county 

away and just a few miles will not.  This affects ALL athletes that are prohibited from playing that 

want to be seen or have game video while most adversely affecting low income student athletes 

dependent on a sports scholarship in order to GO to college.  Pushing Fall sports to Spring is not 

the answer either.  Spring is too late to view video for college scholarships PLUS for many schools 

they cannot compress so many sports into ONE season because they do not have enough kids to 

support that option.  Where is the data to support pushing back our fall sports season when our  
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own medical professionals (task force) and majority of healthcare personnel across the country 

agree that mental health and domestic abuse from this virus are consuming more resources and 

health issues than Covid.  Ask any major hospital in St Louis with an emergency room.  Please 

over-turn Sam Pageôs decision so our kids can lead normal lives while being safe and responsible 

at the same time. NOT playing sports will have other un-healthy outcomes.ò 

 Ms. Nicole Harms, 202 Oaknut Ct., Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Council Chair Clancy 

And St. Louis County Council,  I strongly urge you to approve bills 175 and 176 brought forth by 

Councilman Tim Fitch.  Regardless of your political affiliation our nation was founded on the 

principle of checks and balances.  Unfortunately, the administration and County Government 

under Sam Page has had free reign without oversight.  This is inappropriate and harmful to our 

families and to our economy.  Sam Page speaks about "Restoring Honesty, Accountability & 

Transparency to St. Louis County."  But I have yet to see any of those traits displayed in this 

circumstance.  He speaks about "special" data to which only his office and the health department 

have.  Why hasn't this data been shared with the St Louis COVID Sports Task Force or the public?  

Why is Sam Page too busy to make time to meet with this Task Force?  While I understand the 

risk of COVID, there are so many other issues that need to be balanced as well.  Pediatricians are 

seeing a rise in obesity and suicide rates.  Isolation is harmful for these kids and their parents.  

What about parents who work full time and yet still have to assist their children with online school?  

If we look honestly at the COVID rates in the areas of the state that are in school and are playing 

sports, we see that both can be done safely and effectively.ò 

 Jeff and Julee Wilson, 1618 Dover Trace Drive, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  This request is for the removal of mask 

mandates, let our St. Louis county youth play sports, and capacity limits in our communities.  We 

ask that you lift the unnecessary restrictions on our businesses, youth sports, and citizens. We ask  
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you to stop pressuring our superintendents, sports leagues, and businesses to ñrequireò masks or 

they cannot open, participate, or serve their customers. Our superintendents are pressured to 

choose in person learning and the students and families in YOUR communities are suffering. These 

things we are asking because there has been NO SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE provided to support 

these mandates and restrictions. The two weeks to flatten the curve has long passed and the virus 

is showing to have little to no spread from children or asymptomatic individuals from replicable 

sources such as the CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics. It is far past the time for this 

overreach to end! If individuals who have health risks want to wear masks in public, then they 

have that right but those of us who do not should be not forced to do so. Nor should we be fined, 

shunned, or outcast because of our decision.  We are asking for the passing of bills 175 and 176! 

These ñchecks and balancesò need to be in place to keep from ONE person making decisions 

without any accountability to others who represent our communities. Council, we ask that these 

two bills be a priority and they be passed. This is not just for the existing officials but the future as 

well, regardless of which political side one may fall.  Itôs time for our county to be opened up fully 

and masks mandates be removed. Our economy, small businesses, and children are catching the 

brunt of these restrictions and are paying dearly. Dr. Page, we implore you to lift these restrictions 

immediately. Other surrounding counties are moving on with very little to no negative impacts and 

St. Louis County should too.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Debbie Linam, 2817 Westridge Oaks Ct., Wildwood, MO, 63040:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy, and St. Louis County Council,  Our two teenagers have grown up in St. 

Louis County and have enjoyed youth sports since they were 4 years old. I believe the teamwork, 

learned skills, respect for adults, and personal growth associated with playing sports have made 

our now 19- and 16-year-olds more responsible, confident, strong and healthy members of our 

county.  I cannot put into the words the disappointment, frustration and confusion over the decision  
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to eliminate youth sports from our current culture. The data does not support that our children will 

not only be getting COVID OR passing along to others by playing sports. In the meantime, they 

are missing out on all the benefits I've listed above and the socialization that contributes to a 

healthy holistic teenager.  Along with eliminating most fall sports is the disappointing decision to 

enforce virtual learning for our teenagers. This is more damaging because we are encouraging 

many hours of screen time each day, and some of us have worked hard at not indoctrinating them 

into this practice. Again, teenagers need structure and socialization with friends and now they are 

forced into online learning and missing out on both structure and socialization to again contribute 

to a healthy holistic teenager.  In my opinion, the decisions to enforce online learning and eliminate 

most fall sports are rooted in fear. I feel it's sad that our leaders' decisions are rooted in fear and 

believe that allowing our youth to return to in-person school and sports will lift the fear from our 

leaders and make our society a far more healthier one than it has been all year.ò 

 Ms. Cindy Winkler:  ñGreetings,  This may be a small thing compared to all weôve been 

asked to take in this county, where political ethics have occasionally gone off the rails, but I 

sincerely wonder if we need to see the yard sign for the 2nd District Councilperson in every council 

meeting? Is that allowed? Seems highly inappropriate and possibly unethical.  Prior to the election, 

we had another council member claiming to sponsor a drive-through Covid testing site that was, 

in fact, taxpayer/CARES Act funded. That was basically a lie, so that is unethical.  The County 

Executive is featured on about half of the area of the landing page for the new county website, and 

even his wife is featured on a video. This seems very strange, cannot be normal, and perhaps skirts 

ethics.  Finally, we all look forward to reading Rita Daysô repeal and replace bill to remove total 

control of the CARES Act money from the CE!  Thank you for reading my comments.ò 

 Ms. Renee Ryterski, 2194 Pardoroyal Dr., St. Louis, MO,  63131:  ñMy youngest child is 

a senior at Parkway South.  I want to express my support for getting kids back in the school  
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classroom, playing sports, and participating in extracurricular activities.  Studies have shown that 

kids who are active in organized sports, band, drama, etc. do  better in HS coursework,but also 

develop leadership skills, learn how to multi task, find a sense of belonging and so much more.  

There is risk in everything, and Covid is a reality, but we as a society need to focus on moving on 

with life while still continuing to protect the vulnerable and elderly.  I believe we can do both ï 

this isnôt 1918.  We have better medical care, hygiene, masks, and information.  No one should be 

forced to attend in person school or activities if they have health concerns, but please extend the 

opportunity to those high school students who are not at risk.  The four years of high school are 

once in a life time opportunity for children to forge lifetime friendships in the classroom and learn 

leadership, endurance, and teamwork while representing their STL area schools in competitive 

team sports teams, marching band, drama etc.  Please allow them to live their lives, make friends 

and be a part of their high school experience.  Thank you for listening.ò 

 Ms. Gayle Arrol, 9172 Wembley Woods Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63126:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  I thought I lived in a democracy.  A 

government system where my elected representatives were allowed to represent me.  A 

government system with checks and balances so no one person held all the power.  Turns out I 

was wrong.  Currently the St. Louis County Executive, Dr. Sam Page, has complete authority to 

make decisions that effect businesses, children and constituents in every district of St. Louis 

County.  Complete control over the $173 million of CARES money.  Authority to make decisions 

that affect my children. Thatôs not a democracy.  I would like my elected representative to be 

allowed to represent me and my districtôs interests.  I would like my representative to have a say 

in how the CARES money is spent.  I would like for South County to have a vote, to have a say.  

Not for Dr. Sam Page to have sole discretion on how to spend the money.  He may not be aware 

of the unique needs of our district.  I would like for my representative to have a vote in the decisions  
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that affect my children and my life.  Thatôs why I elected him and he should be allowed to represent 

me.  Please vote YES for bills 175 and 176.  Letôs bring back democracy to the county government!  

Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Lindsay Devero, 1753 Canyon View Ct., Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, I know that this is a decision that is not taken 

lightly and I truly appreciate your time and willingness to hear my concerns.  My childrenôs school 

has been turned into a day care. Families pay to send their kids to the public school ,they should 

already be attending, to do virtual learning by their teacher who is 50 feet away in another 

classroom.  Adventure Club is a joke. If you can open the schools for those children and follow 

social distancing guidelines with CDC recommendations, there is no reason why you canôt open 

the schools for public learning. My family pays taxes to send our kids to a top district in the State.  

It is unacceptable that they are not even give an option to attend class in person when other districts 

are. Our kids need in person learning. Schools need to be considered essential. The ramifications 

of keeping our kids out of school for an extended amount of time will far outweigh the risk of 

sending them back. Open the schools, give us a date and a timeline for when this is happening. 

Listen to the families you serve.  Thank you for your time.ò 

 Ms. Kelly Rush, 327 Turnberry Place Dr., Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñHello, My name is 

Kelly Rush and I am writing this email to BEG the county council reps to vote YES on bills 175 

and 176 that are being proposed at todayôs meeting.  As I understand it, if you vote YES this will 

strip Sam Page and the county health department of sole and complete power over the County.  No 

one person should have this power to affect so many people.  A 2/3 majority vote of the council 

members is a much better way to make decisions that affect so many peopleôs lives.  My daughter 

is a senior and has a lot riding on this year before college.  She missed so much the end of her 

junior year and is missing so much her senior year that she will never get back.  She currently  
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works and still spends time with her friends and is very careful to social distance and to clean her 

hands.  She also plays volleyball for her high school and is missing out on her senior year of 

playing against other teams.  Please let these kids go back to school and play sports.  Look at the 

data in an objective way.  Allow public schools to go back to more of a normal school year the 

way private schools are in St. Louis county and public and private schools are in St. Charles 

County.ò 

 Ms. Tina Christen, 460 Cheshire Farm Court, St. Louis County, MO, 63141:  ñDear 

Council Members,  I believe the decisions concerning return to school and sports mandates are 

illogical. The scientific information your constituency has is much more credible than what has 

been used to make these decisions that are controlling hundreds of thousands of people. In addition 

Dr. Sam Page will not share the information he is using to advise him in creating these inept 

mandates.  What is going on here? One can only assume that itôs something sinister because 

common sense and logic are not in this equation. St. Louis County residents will surely respond in 

November if not before.ò 

 Ms. Reagan Holliday:  ñAs a lawyer and mother of 2 high school students in St. Louis 

County, I am incredibly disheartened by how our County government has usurped the rights of its 

citizens.  I implore the Council Members to take a step back and use common sense to discern the 

most appropriate course of action from here. Our County Executive should not have unlimited 

power. Please vote Yes for Bills 175 and 176 and start the process of unwinding some of the overly 

stringent guidelines that are suffocating your constituents. Our County has become the joke of the 

rest of the State. People are literally signing their kids up for sports teams that will host all of their 

games 10 miles away. Parents are having to quit their jobs to teach their children or pay for private 

schools to do so. This has gone too far. Please step up and show your constituents you are serving 

them today.  Thank you.ò 
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 Ms. Andrea Ritter, 3132 Woodbridge Est. Dr., St Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St Louis County Council,  What your flawed numbers fail to address is 

the greater harm that will come to our children with your mandate I ran a youth football league 

that kids from all over St. Louis County played in. These kids need sports . For some it is the only 

reason they stay in school and keep their grades up. Practice is only part of it they need games !It 

breaks my heart to know those kids are falling through the cracks now at home virtually learning 

with very little interaction  . Other kids are missing out on scholarships or simply their last 

opportunity to play based on recommendation's you refuse to provide or back up This decision 

will affect them for years to come. No one person should have the ability to make a decision this 

big the effects so many . If it is such a sound and right one then it should pass a vote no problem . 

Shame on you!  LET THEM PLAY!ò 

 Mr. Brandon Clough, 1013 Hawkins Bend Dr., Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear Sam Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,It is time for our kids to go back to school, 

play sports and for the businesses and churches of St. Louis county to open up. As the parent of a 

3 high school  student athletes and 1 student in the special school district  and a county resident I 

have had a vested interest in how we respond to Covid. All 4 of my children are negatively 

impacted and it is doing great harm to them. My child in special school district is falling further 

behind everyday.  He needs in person teachers to help him.  This is so hard for him in many ways. 

His self confidence is so low right now. He needs help! My high schoolers also need to get back 

to school.  Lisa Clancyôs is a joke. She has a vested interest in keeping Sam Page in charge as her 

husband is the manager of his campaign. She is putting money first and hurting the people of St. 

Louis county. Resign Lisa!! It is time for this council to step up for our kids and the citizens of St. 

Louis County. Vote yes for 175 and 176.ò 
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 Ms. Dena Ford:  ñPlease end the St. Louis County mandates, including the wearing of 

masks, denying access, limiting capacities, and social distance restrictions.  This is causing undue 

hardship on business owners and residents. The point of the original lockdown was to prevent 

hospitals from capacity overload. It has now been 178 days since the original 15-day lockdown 

orders.  Hospitals have not been overwhelmed for months.  At this point the lockdowns are doing 

nothing more than infringing on our rights as American citizens along with causing increased drug 

use, mental health issues, domestic violence, and child abuse.  People cannot feed their families 

and are losing businesses theyôve worked for years to establish.   One person should not be 

dictating rules for the county.  Iôm also asking that bills 175 & 176 be passed to limit the power of 

the County Executive and the Health Department in declaring emergency powers for extended 

periods without oversight from the County Council.  The United States was built on freedom.  We 

should be able to choose what risks we're willing to take in limiting our exposure to COVID 

without a county-wide mandate.  The estimated COVID infection fatality rate is now less than 1%.  

This virus is even less dangerous than the flu for those under 24, yet these children cannot attend 

school in person or play sports with their friends.  We don't shut down schools and extracurricular 

activities for the flu, so why are we shutting them down for COVID?  Children need to get back 

in school with their peers.  It is time to lift the restrictions and let freedom ring.  Continued 

lockdowns are only going to cause more harm to local residents as surrounding counties and 

businesses enjoy the extra sales (along with the sales tax revenue) from those crossing county 

borders to shop and eat without restrictions.ò 

 Ms. Barbie Schnarr, 122 Spring Leigh Ct., Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

ChairClancy and St. Louis County Council,  No need for a fluff intro, I feel that if you truly have 

our children's health in your best interest you would be doing more to get these kids back to school 

and sports. As an educated, informed and health care worker parent I feel that  
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something should be done.  As you state you know what's  best for my child then please by all 

means release all the stats you are going by.  If it's a public health matter then release the data so 

we can all be as scared as you of this virus.  As you all know, most kids have been continuing in 

sports all summer just  5 miles away across a mighty river and seriously no wild outbreaks of this 

virus has occurred.  I have two daughters both play softball, dance and do gymnastics( my gymnast 

has been in the gym over 16 hours a week since May 15th with not one single case of covid) both 

have been active since May.  There is no reason that they should not be in school at least a few 

hours a day or a couple days of the week until we can build up to full time.   My children are home 

alone (which is not the best situation for them) everyday doing virtual learning and I'm grateful 

that they both are capable of this but it is wearing them down.  As a health care worker I do not 

have the luxury to work from home to help my kids if they need it or be there emotionally when 

they stress out or have technical problems.  Seriously where is all the data that says it is so 

dangerous to send our kids to school?  or play sports? That is what we have been asking for and it 

has not been provided, how can we trust what is being mandated with no proof?  These issues need 

to be discussed with a board of people and ideas tossed around to get things moving.  I'm hoping 

that as a council you will take my words seriously and please create a solution that would work for 

all, and keeping our kids out of school and sports is NOT the solution. This is not political, this is 

our children's health at stake.  Thank you for your time.ò 

 Ms. Susan Tran, Wildwood:  ñDear County Council,  I am writing to ask you, to beg you, 

to do whatever is in your power to limit the powers of our county executive. His recent orders that 

were placed on high school sports are confusing. He says he has data to support his decisions, but 

he wonôt share the data with anyone. Many of us in the county have grown weary. We have been 

trying to get him to share the secret data he has so we can have an understanding of why these 

orders are warranted. We have been asking for it since July, when he put the school districts  
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between a rock and a hard place with the virtual only recommendation. He refuses to share data, 

which feels like something suspicious is going on. As a teacher and parent, I can say virtual 

learning is not working. It is heartbreaking to watch my children struggling with virtual learning. 

A huge part of school is the social interactions, kids are missing daily interactions with their peers 

and teachers.They hate school and they miss their friends. We are killing a generation of learners 

by keeping them out of the buildings away from each other.  In March, when this virus was new 

and unknown, it made sense to put life on hold to help "flatten the curve". While people may not 

have liked the lockdown, I think most people were willing to do their part. Here we are, 6 months 

later, the curve is flattened. Thankfully, hospitals were never overrun with patients, but, 

unfortunately, many hospitals had to lay off employees because of a lack of patients. Yet, we are 

still being shackled with restrictions and orders. The rest of our state has allowed kids to continue 

all sports, with some safety measures in place and it is working.  Kids that canôt afford to play club 

sports and rely on their high school careers for college scholarship opportunities are at a huge 

disadvantage.  The bottom line is the county executive is killing the St. Louis County economy by 

forcing families to play sports outside our county lines.  Either our county is too stupid to figure 

out how to make it happen or something suspicious is going on. Please, do what you can to limit 

the county executiveôs power.  I know the livelihoods of many St. Louis Countians depends on it.  

Thank youò 

 Mr. Jason Derucki, Wildwood, MO:  ñ#LETTHEMPLAYò 

 Ms. Mary Rosales, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñGood morning,  My name is Mary Rosales and 

I am a resident of St. Louis county and a very concerned mom.  First I want to thank those of you 

who truly care about our county, our children and the true well being of us all.  I wanted to share 

a recent and disheartening incident at a local store. My daughter and I while wearing a face shield, 

were asked to leave from REI in Brentwood. We were wearing a face covering, as the order ASKS  
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residents to, but were treated rudely and harshly by one of the employees. I have already reached 

out to them and they have apologized.  This is just one of MANY incidents happening in our 

county though.  Private schools desperately trying to stay open have been OBEYING the decrees 

set forth by Sam Page and the local health departments FORCING children 5 and up to be masked 

the entire day. There are no health benefits to this, only health issues that will arise from FORCED 

mask wearing, no proper information on how to keep masks clean, and also the soon to be rise in 

BACTERIAL SKIN AND LUNG INFECTIONS from wearing a mask for over 7 hours. FACE 

SHIELDS NEED TO BE ALLOWED AND WIDELY ACCEPTED!  Parents need to be at 

practices for our childrenôs sports! For their protection and support - this goes against safe playing 

rules! We are adults and can make the choice and decision to distance ourselves as we spectate.  -

PLEASE VOTE YES FOR BILLS 175 & 176.  We need in person COUNCIL MEETINGS- this 

is unconstitutional.  Same Page and Cora Faith Walker- where has all of the money for the cares 

act fund gone??  NO MASK MANDATES.  REMOVE THE STATE OF EMERGENCY! CDC is 

calling this an outbreak now, not a PANDEMIC! Check their website for yourself - Iôve attached 

a picture below.  Have a wonderful day.ò 

 Ms. Mary Werner, 945 N. Harrison Ave., Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  My 4 children go to 3 different schools and 

participate in 9+ different sports and camps.  These activities have actually helped control their 

stress and physical health along with the structure of school, jobs, and activities.  We have worked 

with schools, doctors, and coaches for years to ensure they are where they need to be.  The lack of 

human interaction, structure, and activities has taken a terrifying toll on all children including ours.  

The OVERALL deteriorating health in children, increase in depression, increase in weight gain, 

massive increase in being online for school and more, and the terrifying increase in suicides cannot 

be excluded from the equation.  My kids along with so many others, NEED to be back in school  
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and back in sports ï all full time.  Our children have been able to participate in some partial-to-full 

in-person school this fall with zero spread of the virus.  This absolutely amazing!  Also, they have 

been in practices and camps with zero spread of the virus.  These schools and sports organizations 

have followed guidelines and kept our kids safe.  There is no indication that sports or schools are 

spreading the virus, but quite the opposite, they are keeping our kids busy and safe!  Schools and 

activities are checking for symptoms, wearing masks (when not activity playing), and socially 

distancing when possible.  There has been little-to-no record of the virus spreading in these 

situations.  So, these orders are likely CAUSING the spread of the virus due to so many resulting 

unstructured activities!  These orders are harming our children!  These orders are also CAUSING 

a decline in mental and physical condition for all children in the county!  This is scary and must 

not continue!  Please let all children in all sports play games and tournaments immediately, as well 

as, full-time in-person school.  Please, pass bills 175 and 176.  The fact that our voices cannot be 

heard and one person has so much power for so long is outrageous.  We need more logic and 

consistency in these orders in Missouri and need greater accountability and oversite.ò 

 Ms. Mary Pat McCandless, 839 Barbara Ann Lane, Ellisville, MO, 63021:  ñTo whom this 

may concern,  I am writing today to urge you to vote in favor of bills 175 and 176-removing 

unlimited power from the health department and Sam Page! The power belongs to us, the people- 

moms and dads! Please lift all mandates! No more masks- they donôt work! Let all children PLAY 

SPORTS IF THEY CHOOSE TO DO SO! NO MORE SCHOOL CLOSURES! Let ALL schools 

meet in person for classes! No building capacity limits...let all businesses go back to full capacity!! 

Let us live our lives...especially OUR CHILDREN!ò 

 Ms. Kate Stratton:  ñDear Interim County Executive Page, Council Chair Clancy and St. 

Louis County Council: St. Louis County appears to be ruled by fear. Itôs a sad commentary that 

the largest most prosperous county doesnôt lead with courage and conviction! Our chamber  
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remains closed while other counties near us are meeting in person.  Without businesses being fully 

open St. Louis County is struggling, the income is decreased, due to closures of businesses, 

churches and schools. We must open St. Louis County to 100% occupancy for businesses.  Last 

week, Dr. Page mentioned relief packages; but if the county is fully reopened relief packages arenôt 

needed.  Fifty percent of relief is going to housing, seniors and domestic abuse (people stuck at 

home because of closures).  We must demand St. Louis County Open at 100%.  St. Louis County 

is taking over Covid Testing.  How can we trust the numbers, when you are watching over 

yourself?  We must have accountability.  Public schools are still closed to in class instruction. In 

Los Angeles, it's about the election.  Letôs hope that is not going on here in St. Louis!  All kids 

need to go back to school, especially children with special needs.  It looks like Democrat 

Councilwoman Rita Days has figured out that the unelected county executive Sam Page has too 

much power.  According to a STLtoday article:  ñA St. Louis County Council member who said 

she was disillusioned by the countyôs management of $173.5 million in coronavirus relief asked 

the countyôs chief lawyer on Friday to draft a bill to seize back the councilôs control of the funds 

from County Executive Sam Page.  In a memo dated Friday, Councilwoman Rita Heard Days, D-

1st District, asked County Counselor Beth Orwick to draft a bill that would be introduced at 

Tuesdayôs regular council meeting. Orwick could not be reached for comment on Friday.ò   

St. Louis County Council member asks for bill to take back control of coronavirus aid.  We still 

have not received any studies or consistent data on mask effectiveness either.   Let people have the 

choice to wear them or not.  This is about control not safety.ò 

 Ms. Lynn Nienkemper, 113 Handlan Ct., Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  Thank you for doing all you can to help keep our 

kids safe. Thank you for being a voice of reason and taking this pandemic seriously. It is shocking 

to see how many people think this is one big joke. It is because of those people, not taking this  
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seriously, not wearing masks and socially distancing, that we are still and will still be dealing with 

this into the foreseeable future.  Please know that there are many of us who appreciate everything 

you do.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Krista Terese Nelson, 1572 Maple Lane, Ellisville , MO, 63011:  ñDear Sam Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  The naivet® of Lisa Clancyôs tweet yesterday 

shows the willful ignorance and/or total incompetence guiding the return to school/sports 

mandates. Are you truly unaware that 6+ months of worldwide data, not to mention the 

recommendations of over 100 local pediatric specialists, clearly show that kids 19 and under have 

a virtually non-existent risk of death or serious disease from Covid-19? Lisa asks which parents 

do we want to sacrifice their children to have dataéwe already have data. Is she incapable of 

reading it or unwilling to follow it? The only one performing experimental sacrifice here is Sam 

Page and he must be stopped. The virus has not caused ONE death in a Missouri Child 0-19, but 

Sam Page is unilaterally killing the souls, dreams, and physical/mental health of thousands. I urge 

the council members to prioritize the recommendations of pediatricians over one politician. Follow 

data over a dictator and aprove the resolution to limit Sam Pageôs unilateral, politically motivated 

power. Our kids well being is most certainly on the line, but its not from a virus.ò 

 Ms. Karen A. Voegtle, 421 Baker Avenue, Webster Groves, MO, 63119:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  I am writing this email to address the recent 

Youth Sports Mandates. I am quite concerned with what I perceive as a total over reach of power, 

with one non elected official deciding what he deems best for our children without any medical or 

scientific evidence to support his mandates. This is why you should support resolutions that limit 

the power of the county executive, or for that matter, any one person. Tim Fitch's two bills should 

be passed that would do just this. As for the mandates themselves, these should be immediately 

revised to follow recommendations from the numerous physicians both on the task force and in  
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our community that support the safe return to youth sport participation. There is absolutely no 

evidence of any increased risk from youth sports, with no transmission between youths at athletic 

events having been seen. In addition, Council Chair Clancy's recent tweet attempting to scare 

parents into submission with an absurd comment of us sacrificing our children is insulting. When 

I see my council person tweeting such a ridiculous and fear mongering statement, I must say, my 

confidence in this council to restrict one person's power is unfortunately low. Why would any of 

you be better qualified to decide what I feel is beneficial for my children? I am a mother and a 

physician. I have serious concerns about our children's mental and physical health, not from the 

virus itself, but from all of these draconian measures that are greatly impacting their lives. They 

don't go to school. They can't see their friends. They can't play the sports they love. All for some 

abstract fear with no medical or scientific evidence. And if there is evidence, than be transparent 

and show it to us! Our rights and liberties are given to us by our Creator, not the government. You 

can not take away what you don't give. So, I implore you to objectively look at these mandates and 

the proposed bills, and the unbridled power of one man, and vote accordingly.  Hopefully, by doing 

so, you can restore the liberties and freedoms of parents, so we can make decisions for ourselves 

and our children - liberties and freedoms you have no right to restrict or take away. With all due 

respect.ò 

 Ms. Colette Nicholson:  ñDear St. Louis County Council Members,  I am writing to you as 

a concerned parent. My daughters are middle schoolers in the Rockwood School District where 

they are finishing their third week of virtual learning. Their teachers are working hard; however, 

they are not able to cover the amount of curriculum needed nor make learning what it needs to be 

due to many technical problems. My girl's education is suffering.  They NEED to be in school with 

their peers five days a week.  The Rockwood School District is following the recommendations of 

Dr. Sam Page.  However, neither of them are providing the reasons why they are making these  
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decisions.  If you look at the true data on Covid-19 the students should be able to safely return to 

school.  Many students have educational setbacks during a regular summer.  Now having been 

away from traditional education for six months it is a concern that many students will have an even 

greater setback. We closed down in March to flatten the curve not keep every individual from 

being exposed to or even getting this virus. We have flattened it and learned a lot about it in the 

process.  Doctors now know how to treat patients effectively and we have learned a great deal 

about staying safe and preventing the spread.  So why are our children being kept from their 

schools?  This is greatly impacting their social and emotional well-being.  They need to be with 

their teachers and peers interacting and learning in a school setting where they thrive.   My girls 

have always been good students and have enjoyed going to school, but now they don't enjoy it at 

all. It is no longer something they look forward to. I would hate for this to become a permanent 

change in them.  Why are we making education something our children dread because they are 

being kept from their classrooms over politics?  Education is ESSENTIAL! We live in the United 

States of America where all students have the right to a proper education so why are they being 

kept from that? In-person school is the most important thing we can do to protect the health, safety, 

and social-emotional well-being of our children. The numbers tell us that it is safe for students and 

teachers to return to school. It is time for a change!  We can't wait any longer. Please put our kids 

back in their schools.ò 

 Ms. Rebecca J Prange, 17242 Portland Cove Lane, Wildwood, MO, 63038:  ñDear  

Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  I am writing you today to urge 

you to vote in favor of bills 175 and 176. These bills represent what makes our country stand apart 

from other countries in the world. We are a democracy: a government by the people in which the 

supreme power is vested in the people and exercised directly by them or by their elected agents. 

Therefore, reasonably speaking, an elected man or woman should not have the power to make  
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executive orders without a vote and/or without representation of the county upon which they serve. 

With all due respect, Sam Page has egregiously overstepped his role as County Executive in 

relating to these bills that have been put forward.  I appreciate your careful and thoughtful 

consideration to these bills. Thank you for your time and attention.ò 

 Ms. Amy Edwards:  ñTo Whom It May Concern,  I am in support of bills 175 & 176 to 

limit the control of the current St. Louis County Executor, Dr. Sam Page.  Our country was built 

on freedom & democracy with a checks and balance system.  There is no current checks and 

balance with the St. Louis County Executorôs position.  Rather, the role has turned more into a 

dictatorship.  Please pass bills 175 & 176.ò 

 Ms. Heather Schiek, 834 Emerald Oaks Ct., Eureka, MO, 63025:  ñDr Page and St Louis 

Council Members,  We sincerely ask you to let them play! We can parent our own children.  We 

can make decisions for the safety of our families vulnerable or not based on our individual 

situations.  We are asking you to let us be the parent and let the school districts make the decisions 

on how to proceed. I am a Physical Therapist for over 25 years.  Kids need exercise for both mental 

and physical benefit. The mental toll is huge on them now.  This virus is not leaving us soon. We 

have to learn to live with it safely. We can do this and we have already. Both my teens had baseball 

and softball seasons progress without incident from May to August all over the state and even out 

of state - and not one positive in the high school age group for either of their club teams!! One 

family opted out for my daughterôs team , and guess what - they were well within their right to do 

so! Parents should and can decide!  I have 2 teens and I am living this with them. Our high school 

children are vulnerable right now - their normal has been stripped away. They have dreams and 

hopes. They only have four years to experience what you have already experienced for yourselves. 

The comradery of a shared athletic event, the school spirit, the excitement of the crowd. They have 

been working their asses off preparing.  Many depend on scholarship opportunities which require  
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games and stats to make that happen. They have been asked to deal with so much already losing 

some varsity seasons last spring and now AGAIN this fall. Time is ticking and YOU can change 

this outcome for them. Follow the statistics that show our kids are safe to play sports and have 

been found safe to play in ALL other counties in Missouri.  We are the last county and we are 

failing these kids - and some of these are your kids too. Do the right thing. Please for them.  Thank 

you!ò 

 Ms. Angela Sanborn, 17258 Windsor Crest Blvd., Wildwood, MO,  63038:  ñDear St. Louis 

County Council Members,  I am writing to implore your support for bills 175 and 176. The sports 

ban means that my 16-year old son cannot play football. He trained all summer and after school 

every day since August. Games were set to begin a couple weeks ago but they are now arbitrarily 

banned.  Kids all across this state are going to school, playing football and all other sports.  Equal 

protection of the laws needs to be considered. We are reaching out to non-profit law firms that 

work to protect constitutional rights and we have a good case if this sports ban continues. We have 

a constitutional right to raise our children as we wish, and we cannot do that in St. Louis County 

because our government is illegally stopping us. We send our son to a religious school in St. Louis 

County. Sports are an integral part of his education there. The school teaches that Christ-centered 

sportsmanship and competition is part of that educational process. This is our right to choose.  We 

went to a very nice and peaceful protest near Sam Pageôs neighborhood. We were not allowed to 

walk up the street to show him our signs pleading to let our children play. Police put up plastic 

barriers far from Pageôs home with ñprivate street ï do not enterò signs. It is a public street. The 

police officers admitted that the public could walk a dog on the street, but not walk with a sign.  

Cars belonging to members of the public are permitted to drive on it. As soon as we left, the police 

took down the barricade and opened it to the public. The police told us that they were called in to 

work to barricade the street and keep all protesters off the road. They said they were being paid by  
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the County ï not out of Sam Pageôs personal funds ï to keep people who wanted to exercise their 

free speech rights far from the road in front of his house. Is any member of the County Council 

willing to conduct an investigation of this illegal barrier restricting free speech and illegal use of 

County funds?  Thank you for your consideration.ò 

 Ms. Karen Gudgeon:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  

Today is day 184 of 15 days to slow the spread. The order for school and sports that Dr. Page has 

in place is unacceptable, Every other county in the state is in school and playing highschool sports. 

without a death. The power one man has over citizens with no check and balances in place is a 

dictatorship.  The parents should be able to choose what is best for our children.  Dr. Page makes 

mandates without valid data and recommendations from experts including the CDC.  Shame on 

this board for giving him the power and today you should do what the voices of the voters expect 

and adopt bills 175 and 176.  The future of our kids and their mental health depends on you!!!!  

Let them play!!!  Thanks.ò 

 Ms. Sue Green, 336 Glan Tai, Manchester, MO, 63011:  ñDear Council Members,  I would 

like to voice my support of high school athletics resuming competition in St. Louis County 

immediately.  My son's school, Chaminade, is conducting in-person classes, and the teams are 

practicing after school, with no increase in cases.  They take the necessary precautions to prevent 

the spread of COVID19, and parents are supportive of any extra steps being implemented to stay 

well. Competitions in all sports are continuing in all sports outside of St. Louis County, also with 

no increase in cases among the athletes.  My senior son was hoping to play soccer in college, and 

has been talking to two schools about scholarship opportunities.  However, without games being 

played, they have been unable to see him perform. Please recommend that games resume as soon 

as possible for our student athletes.  Thank you.ò 
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 Todd & Tricia Basler, 2305 Wildwood Forest Dr., Wildwood, MO, 63038 (**D id not want 

comment read, left message after meeting):  ñDear Dr. Page and St. Louis County Council,  We 

have 3 children at Lafayette High School this year.  Our daughter Lexi is a Senior and plays 

volleyball.  Our daughter Maddie is a Junior and cheers varsity sports. And lastly, our son Blake 

is a Freshman that plays lacrosse.  We are begging you Dr. Page and the Council to "let the kids 

play."  It is so hard for them seeing all their hard work being diminished by not being able to 

compete in games this school year so far.  What is so disappointing for the kid's to understand is 

that some of their friends are playing 10 miles away in St. Charles County.  How do you explain 

that to them logically?  It isn't fair to our children and other parents as well.  Lexi will be crushed 

as an athlete if she can't play her Senior year in volleyball before she heads to college next year to 

play in college.  Maddie wants to continue sharing her spirit with the Fall varsity sports of football 

and basketball.  Blake hasn't, like other Freshman, experience high school life as normal and wants 

to be able to start lacrosse practice.  We will be praying that you all make the right decision for the 

kids to play and to get back into school soon.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Jeanette Garrett, 17720 Vintage Oak Dr., Wildwood, MO, 63038:  ñI am writing to 

respectfully request your vote in favor of Ordinances 175 & 176 requiring a 2/3 majority vote by 

the council to extend a state of emergency or health order beyond 14 days.  The state of mental 

health of our youth 18 and under in this county is rapidly deteriorating due to unreasonable 

extensions of restrictions that donôt align with the risk of otherwise participating in school, sports 

and other activities. I am the mother of 18 year old triplets who are being robbed of their senior 

year in high school. They desperately want to return to the classroom and their school based 

activities. The long term mental health degradation of not attending school far outweighs the risk 

of COVID. Please rise above political posturing and party line voting and do whatôs right for our 

kids and their future.ò 
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 Mr. Ethan Valenti, 138 Windjammer Ln., Wildwood, MO:  ñCouncil Members,  I am an 

18 year old college freshman attending a private college on a soccer and academic scholarship. I 

grew up in Wildwood and graduated from Eureka High School in May. My senior year was cut 

short due to Covid. In the last 6 months, Iôve missed prom, senior activities, school, time with my 

friends, parties, club soccer practices and games, out of town tournaments, State Cup, pre-college 

summer meet and greets, vacations, early move in to dorm, college soccer practices and games 

and in-person classes. I have worked really hard academically and Iôve played soccer at the highest 

level preparing for my future. My season was moved to the spring. I can only hope that the season 

will happen.  My teammates that were juniors last year were not able to play club soccer in the 

spring and now their high school seasons are on hold and may not happen. The spring of your 

junior year and the summer leading into your senior year is crucial for soccer athletes. Itôs about 

being seen at tournaments, attending college showcases and camps and visiting potential colleges 

and coaches. Because this was not possible for them, they are depending on this fall season to be 

recruited. This covers every athlete. Many of these athletes may only be able to attend and/or afford 

college because of the athletic scholarships. Some of these athletes may have never planned to 

attend college, but when given the chance to continue their sport, choose to go. Some of these 

athletes only stay in school or work hard academically because itôs a requirement to play their 

sport. The scholarships and opportunities for the St. Louis County (and City) athletes will quickly 

diminish as other athletes in the surrounding counties and states are able to play. These athletes 

are being seen, St. Louis County (and City) athletes are not.  I implore you to vote yes on bills 175 

and 176. Please open schools per the CDCôs recommendation. From the first day of freshman year, 

you are told to work hard, every grade counts. Online only school is not working for any age. 

GPAs and scholarships are in jeopardy. Our mental, emotional and physical health are in jeopardy. 

Please allow families to make the decision for their kids to participate in their sport, club or 

activity. Isolation is damaging.ò  
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 Ms. Maggie Ellington, 404 Nottingham Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  I am in full support of Bills 175 and 176.   

No one person should be able to make decisions for our county without a set of checks and balances 

in place.  One person should never be able to do whatever they want without listening to the voice 

of the people they represent.  Mandates based on medical science would be able to be executed 

consistently and with sound transparent data to support them.  They would use the positive data 

coming in from schools and sports in our area to help us move forward as a community in the best 

interest of the people.  They would not be supported with vague platitudes and inflammatory 

remarks about sick and dying children used to invoke fear.  They would not apply in one location 

and not apply five miles down the road.  They would apply to 8th graders and 9th graders alike.  

Mandates that are applied randomly and inconsistently are based on something else.  When 

pediatricians are screaming to allow kids back in schools and in sports for their mental and physical 

health... when all neighboring counties and everywhere else in our state are playing, cheering, 

marching on fields and in gyms for months with no issues... when you allow bars, casinos, 

restaurants to resume their business with precautions in place... when Faust Park is allowed to fill 

weekly with hundreds of people for music and food but 30 parents arenôt allowed to stand around 

a soccer field to support their kids right down the street... when a pack of 20 high school cross 

country runners are able to herd up mid race sweating and breathing together but 12 high school 

volleyball players can't oppose each other on opposite sides of a net... and when you allow children 

in our SAME families to participate in the SAME sports with precautions but not others.  IT 

MAKES NO SENSE why mandates and regulations have randomly dictated that high schoolers 

are not allowed to play their sports and engage in their activities with the same precautions 

implemented elsewhere in our community.  Mandates that are applied randomly and inconsistently 

are based on something else.  As a parent, nurse, and citizen of St. Louis County I will not stop 

fighting for the best interest of my children.  Thank you.ò  
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 Ms. Kim Mathis:  ñTwo of my sons attend St. Louis Priory School, and one has already 

graduated. I send my sons to Priory because its educational program provides a religious 

foundation in all aspects of life ï academic, spiritual, and athletic. Prioryôs program is one of the 

only programs in the country that requires that all students play competitive sports. One of Prioryôs 

mottos written on boards in the school at the time we signed up to attend is, ñLearn, Pray and Play 

as Children of God.ò The athletic program aims to help students achieve their full physical and 

mental potential, educates children with a foundation in respect and good sportsmanship, 

encourages the development of leadership, self-discipline, commitment, and cooperation, all of 

which foster Catholic values on and off the field. That is why competitive sports are a required 

part of the full educational program. I chose Priory over SLUH in part for this reason ï I favor the 

competitive sports requirement.  It is my parental right, under the US Constitution, to educate my 

child in accordance with my religion, and to control social, educational and cultural opportunities. 

The United States Supreme Court makes that very clear. Currently, the County is blocking my 

ability to exercise my constitutional parental rights, which is subject to strict scrutiny ï a standard 

which the County cannot meet. If you question this, I encourage you to ask your County Counselor 

or Lewis, Rice to give you legal advice regarding whether the Countyôs actions are risky and 

whether a court in our jurisdiction would decide that they violate my parental rights under the 

Constitution. Their answer should cause you concern. This is particularly true in light of the fact 

that even the MO DHSS refuses to acknowledge the existence of a statewide pandemic. Priory 

also has constitutional rights to be free from government action that infringes on its educational 

mission and its free exercise. Here, the government is causing parents who live in neighboring 

counties to be faced with the decision to pull them from their program to place them in schools in 

other counties in order to play. I ask you whether you will choose to continue to permit the clear 

constitutional violations here, or whether you will back down and just choose to do the right thing 

by removing the ban on most competitive sports that Sam Pageôs son does not play.ò  
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 Ms. Amy Avanzado, 60 Evergreen Ct., Winchester, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr Page and 

Council members,  I am commenting to share my support of bills 175 and 176.  Please vote yes to 

pass these bills.  No one person should have complete authority over the decisions made for the 

entire county.  Our County Executive, Dr Sam Page, should be considering the needs of ALL the 

people represented through each councilperson.  But, heôs not. The decisions being made today, 

by Dr Page, do not represent the needs of St Louis County.  His decisions appear to be driven by 

access to money; Cares Act money that he is holding and not distributing to those in need.  Why 

is he not distributing the funds?  Currently, he alone is making these decisions and I implore you 

to please consider the needs of your constituents.  Youôve abdicated your authority and need to 

take it back.  You need to have a voice in how your ward is supported within the county and today 

Dr Page is not supporting us.  He continues to horde the CARES act funds, continues to keep 

businesses and activities shut down and these decisions are hurting us.  The current mandates are 

hurting our economy, our businesses and your constituents.  I also ask you to support the complete 

and total reopening of our youth sports. Dr Page has commented there are ñsomeò cases being 

shared yet he continues to fail to show the data and provide proof. He wonôt share the numbers 

because they likely donôt validate his actions.  He is abusing his power.   If you consider ñsomeò 

relative to the numbers testing positive in the 14-18 age bracket this entire shut down could be due 

to 5 people.  Five. Our children are not going to the hospital when they get sick and they are not 

transmitting Covid.   There is no data to prove that.  Parents are not putting others at risk.  Yet, one 

man, Dr Sam Page, has committed a complete and total abuse of power in shutting down sports 

without proven data.  Itôs an abuse of power.  Our children are being disadvantaged, losing 

scholarship opportunities, and our businesses are shutting down.  Take back your authority, open 

businesses and let the kids play.  Please put our County back on the right path.ò 
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 Ms. Debra Mayer, 2534 Grover Ridge Drive, Grover, MO, 63040:  ñI have two children 

who attend Eureka High School - Mason is 16 (Junior).  Mallory is 15(Sophomore).  Both are 

honor students, involved in leadership programs and  student athletes.  Each is directly negatively 

impacted by our County Administrator's decision to prohibit them from competing.  My children 

are exhibiting emotional and mental consequences from Dr. Page's decision to withhold them from 

their seasons. It is extremely difficult to watch them suffer from a completely unnecessary decision 

made by a single person.  Mason aspires to play football in college.  He has the natural athletic 

ability to do so and has the mental focus and work ethic to make it happen.   High School junior 

season is critical for an aspiring college athlete. It is the season that captures the attention of college 

recruiters.  Dr. Page's decision to withhold Mason from having a Junior Season directly impacts 

Mason's ability to compete with other athletes in Missouri and the United States for an athletic 

scholarship.  Dr. Page has stated that his decisions are being influenced by Covid-related statistics 

of the 15-19 year old age group.  However, that  is NOT an accurate representation of high school 

students.  The majority of high school freshmen are 14 years old and the vast majority of 19 year 

olds have already completed high school.  Most 19 year olds who reside in St. Louis County are 

currently in college.   It is no secret that college campuses are being hit with the Covid virus.  It is 

my STRONG opinion that Dr. Page has intentionally decided to exclude 14 year olds (who are in 

high school) and replace them with 19 year olds (who are not in high school) to support his 

decisions. Yet when challenged, Dr. Page has chosen to ignore addressing this concern.  This is 

not okay.  Tonight you vote on two decisions that would impact the County Executive - regardless 

of who is in that position - ability to act independently and make decisions that impact the citizens 

of St. Louis County.  No one person should ever have this much power.  Ever.  These horrific 

circumstances that the children - OUR FUTURE - of St. Louis County are being forced to endure 

at the sole decision of our County Executive is a example of why we need to make this change.  

Thank you.ò  
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 Ms. Suszanne Behrle, 9722 Regalton Court, Affton, MO, 63123:  ñDear Council Members,  

The decision of whether our kids should be attending in person school or allowed to play sports 

should be up to parents. That decision should not lie with the government and not with Sam Page.  

The CDC has been saying for months that ALL schools should be open. Our schools need to open.  

Please support Bills 175 and 176 and vote YES! We need to remove unlimited power from the 

health department and Sam Page.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Tracy Keuss, 4814 King Andrew Park, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  I am requesting that you allow all athletes in all sports 

the opportunity to return to competition effective immediately.  You are denying these kids this 

once in a lifetime chance that can never be given back.  Some athletes are at critical points in their 

careers and need the chance to compete so that they can earn scholarships in order to compete at 

the college level.  My son has competed this entire summer and not one member of his baseball 

team contacted Covid.  It has been proven that it can be done and they deserve the opportunity.  

Thank you.ò 

 Susan and Trey Luina (Mary, age 15 Ursuline field hockey, Rory, age 13 sacred heart 

volleyball, Catherine, age 9 soccer, volleyball), Chesterfield:  ñTo whom it may concern,  My 

husband and I have concerns and statements /questions that we would like answered.  1.  High 

school seniors turn 18 their senior year. Why are 19 year olds included in the decision?  2.  What 

data supports your decision to disallow sports?  3.  Why does Dr Page have absolute authority?  

Please consider the families you are robbing of their freedoms and reverse this completely 

irrational and absurd decision based on zero facts. We believe this will happen and restore the 

peopleôs faith in fair, transparent leaders.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Danielle Lansing, 3 Peakmont Lane, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñDear mr. Page, 

council chair Clancy and the st. louis county council;  please support bills 175 and 176.  i am the  
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parent of a HS junior. he plays football and basketball.  he has played group sports since he was in 

kindergarten.  he has worked his entire life to be a good teammate. he is kind, happy, funny and 

smart. in addition to being an athlete, he is a high achieving academic student at a private school, 

where the curriculum is rigorousé.to say the least. he is being recruited for division I football.  he 

has worked tirelessly, both in the classroom and on the field, to do everything that he possibly 

could to ensure that his dream of playing college football comes true. he is my only child, our other 

child died when she was 2. his high school years are so very preciousé.and the pages are flying 

off of the calendar. i am concerned for him. but mostly concerned for the high school kids that will 

not get recruited if they do not have a high school season this year.  my child will go to college 

regardless, some of these other kids will not.  i realize that we are in unprecedented times, that is 

most certain. however, when i try to make sense of the decisions that are being made for me for 

our safety, i am extremely perplexed.  we live in st. louis county, where presently there are no high 

contact sports being played, because of the danger of covid 19 being spread. the gigantic problem 

is that sam page has proven absolutely no data that backs up this decision.  ALL OF THE OTHER 

COUNTIES IN THE STATE OF MISSOURI ARE PLAYING!!!!!!!! 113 out of 114. St Louis 

county needs sports.  Why is it so much more dangerous in our county that in ANY other county 

in the state???  sam page has chosen to completely ignore the recommendations and advice of the 

cover 19 task force for quite a while NOW.  it is imperative that there be an intervention of his 

power and control of ñourò county.  i beg of you to please voice all of your concerns at the higher 

level, and correct this wrong, while there is still time to salvage a season for all of these kids.  st. 

louis has been in the news so very often as of late, for all of the wrong reasonsé.crime, deaths, 

hate, racial division, i could go on and on.  Sports is the one place where kids feel safe!  When the 

boys get on that football field, whoever they are on the streets goes awayéand they begin to focus 

more on who they could be.  it is definitely no secret that we produce pro-athletes in st. Louisð  
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there is a long list. we need to do everything that we can do to help all of these kids get to their 

dreams, and begin to shine a brighter light on our city, and more importantly out state!  Lastly - 

the only point that needs to be reiterated - is that there is no medical data backing up sam pageôs 

decision/recommendation to not have HS football in st. louis county!  He has 19 year olds included 

in the numbers that he is reporting on, which is definitely not representative of a HS person.  he is 

bringing college age kids into the figures, he is not accurately representing the age group, therefore, 

distorting any truth to his facts.  the counties are playing all around us, and everything is fine! 

please please help the kids.  regain control of the best county in Missouri.  please support bills 175 

snd 176.ò 

 Mr. Ed Golterman, 542 Wooddell Court, Kirkwood, MO:  ñEvery decade those who control 

St Louis create óanotherô downtown Plan. These plans fail. Through weak County officials  they 

are promised,  and receive -hundreds of millions more from us. The outflow Of $200 million  tax 

money a year-into the City, has severely weakened  and is bankrupting the County. The 

commitment of nearly half a billion to the failed convention center last year is financially suicidal. 

Take a Stand. Stop this. Win or lose, at least fight. Thank you.ò 

 Mr. Ben Sansone, 11709 Claychester Dr., St Louis, MO, 63131:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  Let them play. And let at least 1 parent watch. 

There's no reason why parent spectators should be banned for "high contact" sports  versus other 

sports. Parents on the sidelines are the same whether it's cross country running, hockey or football.  

Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Ami Bryant, 1628 Ashford Oaks Ct., Wildwood, MO, 63038:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  Please provide data supporting your decision for the 

sports mandate.  CDC recommends kids in school and playing sports.  Your Sports Task Force 

supports kids returning to sports.  92 local pediatricians support kids in school and playing sports.   
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Many states and neighboring counties are doing this safely and without cases.  0 cases of death for 

kids under age 19 in the state of Missouri. Show us the proof to support your case. You are slowing 

killing the mental and physical heath of children throughout the county... why donôt you start 

looking at THAT data and listen to the CDC and pediatric community. Please reconsider as many 

childrenôs futures depend on it.  Thank you.ò 

 Mr. Doug Stockenberg:  ñI am a St. Louis County resident and taxpayer, as well as a parent 

of two students in the Parkway School District.  Specifically, I am writing to express my complete 

disagreement with County Executive Sam Pageôs improper attempts to keep St. Louis County 

schools closed to in-person instruction indefinitely, and second, my complete disagreement with 

Pageôs ridiculous ñexecutive orderò last week purporting to cancel most fall sports (but 

conveniently not the sport in which his own son participates).  In short, these actions are a GROSS 

abuse of power and are NOT in the best interests of students or their parents, who are all suffering 

emotionally, intellectually, socially, physically, and in many other ways as a result.  The decisions 

to resume in-person schooling and to have safe sports competitions should be left to the individual 

school districts and informed parents, and Pageôs actions constitute unnecessary government 

overreach at its absolute worst, especially in light of the widespread opposition voiced by St. Louis 

County residents recently.  Page is also ignoring the many pediatricians and other medical doctors 

who overwhelmingly support kids resuming in-person school instruction and safe sports 

competition.  Thus, Page is nothing more than a PETTY TYRANT who is placing his warped 

political agenda ahead of the best interests of our children, and his callousness to their overall well-

being is utterly unforgivable.  If some parents are concerned about the virus, they are free to keep 

their own kids out of school and sports, but the government MUST STOP penalizing those students 

and families who deserve to make those informed choices for themselves.  For these reasons, I 

STRONGLY urge the St. Louis County Council to adopt Substitute Bill Nos. 175 and 176 as a  
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vitally necessary check and balance on the unfettered power that Page believes he has over the 

residents of St. Louis County, NONE of whom elected him to this position!!!!  In closing, please 

do not forget that in this democratic country the primary duty of government officials is to 

represent the will of the PEOPLE, not ignore it, as King Page is clearly doing.  The voters of St. 

Louis County are watching EACH of you intently, and your actions (or lack thereof) will have 

substantial consequences at the ballot box on November 3, 2020.ò 

 Ms. Maggie Wessels, 16326 Sheffield Point Court, Wildwood, MO, 63021:  ñDear St. 

Louis County Council Members,  Are you truly unaware that 6+ months of worldwide data, not to 

mention the recommendations of over 100 local pediatric specialists, clearly show that children 19 

and under have a virtually non-existent risk of death or serious disease from Covid-19? The virus 

has not caused ONE death in a Missouri Child 0-19, but Sam Page is unilaterally killing the souls, 

dreams, and physical/mental health of thousands. I urge the council members to prioritize the 

recommendations of pediatricians over one politician. Follow data over a dictator and approve the 

resolution to limit Sam Pageôs unilateral, politically motivated power.  I feel that the council should 

insist Lisa Clancy abstain from all future voting especially on Bill 175 or 176 due to CONFLICT 

OF INTEREST.  Clearly, it is difficult for her to make a reasonable judgement when her brother 

is the Campaign Manager for Sam Page.  In addition, her posts on social media indicate she cannot 

decipher and evaluate data and come to rational conclusions.  Here is one of her post yesterday 

(remember the true statistics above) for those of you who may have missed it:  9/14/2020 ñData 

shows that young people are among the fastest growing groups of COVID cases. Are you waiting 

for data of children getting sick and dying after exposure from playing sports? Which parents do 

you want to sacrifice their children so that you have your data?ò  What planet are you living on, 

Lisa?  Council Members, can you not see she is incapable of making a nonpartisan decision. I think 

we can all agree, Lisa Clancy, does not have the ability to scrutinize the data of what is happening  
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in St. Louis County and balance the danger of Covid19 with the mental health, educational and 

social needs of the community she represents.  Lisa Clancy has one order of business and that is 

to support Sam Page and his agenda for St. Louis, Missouri.  An agenda that has nothing to do 

with what is best for the children, families, communities, or businesses of this area.  Stand up for 

what is best for St. Louis and vote for Bill 175 and 176.ò 

 Ms. Debbie Bogar:  ñIn March, we heard ñflatten the curveò so our hospitals are not 

overwhelmed.  We met that goal, yet the goalposts keep moving.  There are many more issues 

surrounding our kids and families right now than just COVID-19, and I respectfully request that 

you consider the anxiety, depression, suicides, and obesity issues, for example, that are resulting 

from restrictions currently in place.  I also ask that you look at stats for ages 15-17 so college 

students donôt skew data related to high school ï I believe we would see that we can safely get our 

kids back in school and back to their activities.  Please consider data from a variety of sources as 

you make your decisions, including the taskforce on youth sports, superintendents, activities 

directors, and parents.  Dr. Page, I do not envy your position ï I can imagine how difficult these 

decisions are.  The more people you listen to, though, the better the decisions are, and thatôs all we 

ask.  The trickle-down effects of these restrictions are enormous and heart-breaking for our 

workers, students, athletes, and families.  Two-income families are struggling for income and with 

their kidsô education!  The impact to the wellbeing of our people and to our economy will be felt 

for years to come.  You did your part in setting the restrictions early on while we learned more 

about this virus.  Now that we have more information, itôs time for you to lift the restrictions and 

let our people do their part - be responsible for themselves, their families, their businesses, their 

activities, and their schools.  If the hospitalization rates increase to a critical level, revisit this, but 

unless that happens, please allow our citizens to be responsible for themselves and their families 

again.  For the Council: When voting is done along party lines, it tells me our council members  
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consider politics more important than the needs of their voters.  I encourage you to consider Bills 

175 and 176 and to vote with your own minds and hearts, and to be representatives of your 

constituents rather than representatives of your party.  Thatôs why we elected you ï to represent 

us.  No decision should be in hands of a single person without checks and balances, and these bills 

address that issue for us in St. Louis County.  These bills provide reasonable oversight and I believe 

it would be unreasonable to withhold support.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Beth Collins:  ñI want my daughter to play her senior year high school volleyball 

season. We live in Lake St Louis and she attends school at Incarnate Word Academy in St Louis 

county . They attend school on campus 5 days a week .  They have been practicing volleyball since 

June safely with necessary measures and protocols in place.  My senior needs this exposure for  a 

college scholarship, she has coaches wanting to come watch her play.   Her entire college 

opportunity relies on this !  It makes no sense St Charles county can play sports , but St Louis  

county cannot . The numbers are not accurate, let the parents and coaches  decide whatôs best for 

their own children .  #LETTHEMPLAY.  THIS IS UNFAIR TO THE CORE  MY DAU GHTER 

NEEDS THIS.  Sincerely,  A Fed Up Parent Who is Tired of the Politics.ò 

 Ms. Shelley Powell, 690 North Forest Ave., Webster Groves, MO, 63119:  ñVote yes for 

bills 175 and 176. Our community needs more oversight of the county executiveôs actions related 

to the pandemic.  I have two children. They're falling behind academically, gaining weight due to 

more sedentary days as they sit in front of a computer screen for 7-8 hours a day and have bouts 

of sadness and depression due to the isolation.  How is the CARES act money being spent? What 

happened to the CARES act board?  Why isn't the county following recommendations from the 

sports task force? (Knowing this task force isnôt appointed by the council, it is a group of experts 

that are studying how best to meet the needs of our kids) Dr. Page makes vague statements like 

there's a "very alarming positivity rate". What IS that positivity rate? Has the council adequately  
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studied what the positivity rate means? Itôs not the most appropriate metric. How are 

hospitalization rates and mortality rates being used to make decisions? What specific data 

PROVES kids being in school or doing sports is problematic? What happened to our goal to 

"flatten the curve"? Stop including 19 year olds in the data. Theyôre not in high school.  We need 

more transparency and checks and balances. We need appropriate data, with balanced metrics; not 

data to create fear and promote an agenda. The community is becoming much more educated about 

the data and is seeing through the narrative.  Our kids are being put at risk for falling behind 

academically and suffering emotionally and physically due to isolation and sedentary lifestyles, 

because of county restrictions. Kids are being discriminated against. Our disadvantaged families 

are challenged with supporting school at home. Children with special needs arenôt getting the 

services they need IN PERSON. Kids working to get scholarships may lose that opportunity as 

other counties' kids continue to play sports. Schools needs to be open, in person. Sports needs to 

be open for all kids. Follow the CDC guidelines for schools and sports. It all can be done safely.  

Our county economy is suffering due to the restrictions. Businesses are closing, and people are 

going outside the county to shop, eat, and play sports. How many businesses have closed? How 

much revenue is being lost?  We're sitting by, watching other counties open and thrive.ò 

 Ms. Joanna Browning, 1926 Arapahoe Basin Court, Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñDear  

Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  It is with the utmost respect that 

I ask you to please reconsider the restrictions Dr. Page has put in place for youth sports.  I 

understand the difficult decisions that have had to be made as part of this pandemic but to restrict 

the youth from being outside engaging in exercise and playing the sports they love, makes zero 

sense to me.  The data is clear that the children are not the ones spreading and affected by this 

virus.  Pediatricians have come out in opposition to your restrictions.  Private schools have been 

in place for weeks with limited outbreak.  Please give our children a chance to recover from the  
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mental and emotional trauma this shut down has put on them.  They need to be outside playing in 

a safe manner.  Dr. Page has overstretched his reach and it needs to end today. Please allow US as 

parents to choose what we feel is best for our children.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Lindsay Offermann, 5443 Painted Acres Dr., Cedar Hill, MO, 63016:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  Our address above shows that we live in 

Jefferson County, but we send our children to a private school in St. Louis County.  My high school 

student athletes could be playing if they went to our local public school.  They also play club sports 

that are based in St. Louis county, but they can just choose to play all games outside county lines.  

How does that make sense with your rules if there are plenty of loopholes to play games outside 

the county?  Club sports have done this since June.  Our high school teams have been practicing 

since August 10th and there has been no sports transmission of COVID-19 at any of the sports 

practices.  We, as parents, should have the rights to choose if we assume the risk for our kids to 

play sports.  If the risk is too great for some, they can opt not to play.  However, you are punishing 

these athletes by not giving them the chance to play games.  Practice is not enough, they need to 

be able to play games.  For the last 6+ months, we have abided by the rules you have set for St. 

Louis County (also where I work).  We have listened and followed through on restrictions, mask 

mandates, shut downs, etc.  At this point, however, the data no longer supports these extreme 

restrictions in relation to the children.  The mental health of our kids is at risk and we, as parents, 

shouldnôt stand for this anymore.  Kids should be able to be back in school where they can properly 

learn, and kids should be able to play sports.  We implore you to do the right thing.  Please give 

these kids a chance to play.  Make the decision ours, not yours.ò 

 Ms. Tricia Rosh, 1313 Steeple Chase, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear St. Louis county council,  

I am a parent of two children that both attend high school and participate in high school sports, 

and also play club sports in St. Louis County.   My oldest is a senior and youngest is a freshman.   
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they have both been prohibited from playing games by your orders. Their spring was equally 

affected so this has been a long few months!  Iôm sure by now you have seen the data, and reports 

from medical professionals, that show very low possibility of transmission through youth sports, 

especially while extra precautions are being followed. I also have issue with the inclusion of 19 

year olds as high schoolers. High school is generally 14-18 years of age. I am asking you to please 

lift these rules.I am aware of the bills being proposed this week, 175-176.  One of which would 

allow taking back control of these decisions,  so that one person doesnôt have ultimate power to 

make important decisions.   I would ask that you support these, so that the children that need youth 

sports can go back to what they love!  Sports, to some of these kids, is the best part of their life.  

So I hate to see the only great part of their life, be stripped from them.  My senior has the 

opportunity to play in college but the lack of games in spring and now this has poorly affected 

those opportunities. PLEASE PLEASE LET THEM PLAY!  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Rebecca A. Hartle, 15354 Silverwood Ct., Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñDear Dr.Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  I have children at The elementary, middle, 

and high school levels. Please keep our children 100% virtual. It will create the most consistency  

for our children. It will keep students with the same teachers their peers from their school, and 

most of all healthy.  I have been extremely disappointed by middle and high school students and 

parents lack of responsibility during this pandemic. In my neighborhood there have been High 

School students meeting in large numbers at the park. I counted at least 40 kids not socially 

distancing.  I understand the importance of sports. Itôs ridiculous to put sports above education. 

All sports/ in person activities should not be happening at any level until we are back at school! I 

also think that sports are the only activity that is getting attention for mental health and other clubs 

are being forgotten about.  Thank you Sam Page for doing what is right and healthy for our 

children. You are doing a great job!ò 
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 Ms. Marla Fastenau, 16746 Kingstowne Estates Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñDear  

Dr. Page and St. Louis County Council,  I would like to start by addressing the council members. 

I am asking you to support the bills that are being introduced today that will help reign in the 

powers of OUR County Executive. No individual should have sole authority on so many critical 

decisions that are being made on behalf of our community, from schools to businesses to our 

childrenôs mental health, without the backing of a governing body. Each of you represent your 

constituents and you have the duty to represent their voices!  To Dr. PageðI donôt need you to 

decide what is in the best interest of my child. I donôt need you to make decisions for me that you 

feel are keeping her safe. CDC Director Robert Redfield candidly discussed how school closures 

are affecting our children. To quote him ñWeôre seeing, sadly, far greater suicides now than deaths 

from COVID. Weôre seeing far greater deaths from drug overdose that are above excess that we 

had as background than we are seeing deaths from COVID. You are locking down the one age 

group that handles this virus better than anyone. Hospitalizations in our teens in the area isnôt 

happening. Stop referring to data and show us data. I firmly believe if you had statistically accurate 

date to support your cause you would be plastering it everywhere.  Iôm sorry to hear that you donôt 

have time to meet with the St. Louis Sports Medicine COVID-19 Task Force yet you have the time 

to do radio interviews. Iôm sorry that you now refer to them as just another ñadvisory groupò 

because you want to pick and choose which of their recommendations you follow. Iôm sorry you 

refuse to listen to the 95 pediatricians in the community advocating for our children to be back to 

school and sports.  In closing, Iôd like to reference Lisa Clancyôs pinned tweet which is so fitting 

right now:  Change is hard.  Change requires different choices, different decisions, different 

actions. Change requires new effort, new relationships, new habits. Change requires letting go of 

the known and wading through the unfamiliar found in the dark of the unknown.  Change requires 

admitting that what weôve been doing up to this point isnôt working and that itôs time to try  
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something else.  Is that something we can admit?  Thank you for supporting our case Council 

Person Clancy. Itôs time for a change! LET THEM PLAY!ò 

 Mr. Timothy Reynolds, Florissant, MO, 63031:  ñPLEASE vote YES for bills 175 and 176. 

We need to remove unlimited power from the health department and Sam Page! Sam Page is not 

an elected official.  PLEASE LIFT ALL MANDATES:  NO mask Mandates, NO more ñPhasesò 

for Sports and let ALL children participate in volunteer sports if they want. I know what is best 

for my family. Is it ironic that high school children can still participate in  Cross Country?  Bring 

Back IN PERSON County Council Meetings.  Where is all the money we received from the Cares 

Act Spent? We demand council oversight on Cares Act spending.  CANCEL Recommendation to 

Authorize amendment to a contract, originally authorized by Ordinance No. 27,592, for outside 

counsel with Lewis Rice, LLC (Lewis Rice). What is this? WHY would St. Louis County residents 

need to fund Attorneys to work against themselves?  LET THEM PLAY.ò 

 Ms. Brittany Hartloge:  ñCounty Council and Dictator Sam Page,  This request is for you 

to end the county wide mandate to wear masks, to lift capacity limits, and end social distancing 

orders NOW. Get children back in school and allow them to play sports.  We as rational, logical, 

adult citizens can decide for ourselves appropriate actions to take to keep ourselves and our 

community healthy. This virus has caused the death of 0.07% of people in our county. While each 

person lost is a tragedy, this number simply does not justify the type of mandates in place.  These 

tyrannical mandates are not warranted. They are a direct violation of our Constitutional rights. And 

we the people have had ENOUGH. We will not consent. We are not in a pandemic. In fact, there 

never was one. You continue to push this false narrative and you need to stop now. You dodge 

questions. You wonôt meet with the task force you set in place. You arenôt truthful about the data. 

Sam Page you are a disgrace full of corruption and funded by George Soros.  I fully support and 

say YES to bills 175 and 176 that are being proposed. Sam Page should NEVER have this much  
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power over STL county and he is holding the residents hostage. His behavior is abhorrent and 

intolerable. We the people have spoken and his reign will end in November when we get rid of 

corruption and elect Paul Berry III.  We do not need mandates restricting our freedoms when our 

hospitals are not overrun and we have ñflattenedò the curve as you originally asked. Lift all 

mandates today and allow St. Louis county to heal from the hardships your mandates have caused.  

A true patriot that loves America not tyranny.ò 

 Ms. Jennifer Jochens, 7212 General Sherman Ln., Affton, MO, 63123:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  I am writing to support the effort to allow 

high school sports to resume in the county with restrictions. The senior players are missing their 

opportunities that others have in neighboring communities for scholarship opportunists as well as 

seniors who have played all through high school and this is their last opportunity for high school 

sports.  I hope you reconsider.  (parent of a senior athlete at Lutheran South high school)ò 

 Ms. Amber Mueller:  ñDear County Council,  I am a mother to three kids in county public 

schools. I am asking that you advocate for and push for the reopening of schools, immediately. 

We parents are watching the children deteriorate mentally, socially, and physically. They are 

receiving a substandard education and educational experience. With new restrictions on sports no 

thanks to Sam Page, they continue to have less and less healthy outlets for exercise, stress relief 

and socialization. Revenue is also going out the door to neighboring counties, as we spend our 

money in open-sport counties. We know that the measurements used to determine safe reopening 

of our schools and sports are unrealistic and skewed. The infection rate is below the annual flu! 

We have obviously flattened the curve and we cannot expect to eradicate this virus before we go 

back to life, it is just not possible nor is it necessary. By continuing to isolate unnecessarily, we 

are actually compromising our health and immunity to viruses and disease. If people want to stay 

at home or attend school virtually, no one is taking that right away from them. The harm and  
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damage being done to our children and families is immeasurable. The gap for at-risk children is 

becoming canyon-sized. That's on YOU. Kids need kids. Kids need school. Kids need a return to 

normal living. Please help advocate for the children, they need you!  Also, the people you work 

for want you to vote YES on bills 175 and 176! Please stop the madness of Page ruling everyone's 

lives according to his own skewed data and political games!ò 

 Ms. Aimee Eickmann, 2142 White Lane Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñDear Dr. Page 

and Council,  I am writing today in support of ending all draconian mandates. The ñState of 

Emergencyò must END, as the numbers do not justify unconstitutional measures and are causing 

more harm than good. Effective public policy DEMANDS a risk/benefit calculation. Please 

consult with Jim Talent, who has written extensively on this subject. You are obviously unfamiliar 

with the concept, and he is an expert with decades of experience. Seek help. You obviously need 

it.  Stop pressuring school districts to remain closed. Give our special needs kids the support they 

MUST HAVE. Honor ADA exemptions. Allow our children to exercise and socialize in sports 

activities for the preservation of their mental health and well being. Stop wasting CaresAct funding 

on special pet projects and political cronies and use it for its intended purpose, which includes: 

educating, assisting & caring for the high risk group; keeping small businesses from failing; and 

supporting those who are unemployed due to Covid. You are wasting money on things that are 

unnecessary AND withholding money from those who need it.  Keep your promise of 

TRANSPARENCY and SHARE the data you have. Be HONEST.  Open up this Council to in-

person meetings and stop making excuses for hiding from your constituents.  Support Bills 175 

and 176 to return oversight and responsibility to the Council.  Enough is enough.  Thank you.ò 

 Mr. Richard Plattner:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy, And St. Louis County 

Council,  It is my belief that Dr. Sam Page is overstepping his authority to have sole control over 

cancelling of youth sports.  It is my expectation that the County Council will approve 175 and 176  
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to have the Council vote to approve any such Orders from Dr. Sam Page in the future.  No single 

person should have sole authority on this issue.  It is beyond frustrating to see this happen.  The 

people of St. Louis County are beyond frustrated by these actions.  I urge all on the St. Louis 

County Council to vote FOR 175 and 176.ò 

 Ms. Kathleen Gianino, 2111 Avalon Ridge Cir., Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  For six months I have watched every press 

conference, listened to every interview, and read every article concerning Dr Page and his 

restrictions on Covid. As the parent of 14 and 15 year old student athletes and a county resident I 

have had a vested interest in how we respond to Covid. In the beginning I was very understanding 

of the measures taken. We knew very little about this virus. As we have learned more about who 

it impacts and how, my patience has dwindled.  Iôm sure by now you have seen the data, and 

reports from medical professionals that show very low possibility of transmission through youth 

sports, especially while extra precautions are being followed. Truthfully there is no better contact 

tracing system than that which has been implemented by most youth sports organizations. They 

know who was in their facility and when, and have been able to head off widespread outbreaks 

faster than the county could ever hope to. The data is valid as kids have been playing in every other 

county since May, my daughters included and there has been little transmission. I also have issue 

with the inclusion of 19 year olds as high schoolers. High school is generally 14-18 years of age. 

I am asking you to please do what you can to NOT allow these prohibitions to continue. I am aware 

of the bills being proposed this week, 175-176. One of which would allow taking back control of 

these decisions, so that one person doesnôt have ultimate power to make important decisions. He 

has provided no data point or goal for when restrictions can and will be lifted because he doesnôt 

have to. He is left completely unchecked. While casinos, bars, and amusement parks operate, our 

children are suffering.  We as parents should be able to decide what is best for OUR children. You  
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should not strip our children of the chance you are allowing your child.  Adopt Bills Nos. 175 & 

176.  Let Them PLAY!ò 

 Mr. This attack on our childrenôs mental health must be stopped.  Our kids are suffering 

being away from friends and now athletics.  Dr. Page continues to use statistics to justify his 

ridiculous order that he will not release and do not align with public data.  The positivity rate is 

going to be much higher since the CDC ordered no one to be tested without symptoms.  Less tests 

means higher positivity rate, simple math.  There have been 0 deaths of children 0-19 from Covid 

in Missouri, 0 athlete to athlete transmissions in the state.  The mental damage virtual school and 

no athletics is doing to our kids is irreparable.  Every other county in the state is successfully 

mitigating the risks and when an infection is confirmed they deal with it.  The kids testing positive 

are not getting it at school or practice because they are not there.  End this ridiculous attack on our 

kids!  If we follow your logic children 19 and under shouldnôt ride in cars since that is a leading 

cause of death for those in that age group.  Perhaps Dr. Page can make an order to stop teen suicide?  

Heôs going to need it.  The assertion that 37 other states have moved to spring is false.  Some areas 

in those states have but not an overall sweeping move.  Moving the sports to the spring will deprive 

kids of scholarship opportunities and to participate in state playoffs and tournaments.  That will 

also move spring sports to a later session further depriving them of the same opportunities.  The 

bottom line is you have no data to support your order.  If you did you would share it.  You also 

needed to include 19 year olds in your survey to capture the large number of college students being 

tested as they arrive on their campuses so it fit your message.  No one unelected official should 

have the authority to hold an entire county under his dictatorship.  I demand the council support 

Bills 175 and 176 and take control back from Dr. Sam Page.  No more mandates!  Let them go to 

school and let them play!ò 
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 Ms. Kim Landgraf:  ñPlease vote YES on Bills 175 and 176.  It is vital to our Republic to 

have in person meetings and that those meetings are accessible to your constituents.  It is also vital 

for the well being of the community to lift all mandates.  Adults and especially children are 

suffering immensely under these restrictions.  These mandates are unconstitutional and need to be 

rescinded immediately.ò 

 Ms. Julie Kavanagh, 1339 Lockett Lane, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñItôs disappointing the 

position on youth sports is so vastly different than surrounding counties. This has become a 

political ñsportò where kids lose.  I am a Democrat and am embarrassed at the unilateral decisions 

made by Sam Page. His medical degree doesnôt give him authority to govern this way, despite his 

insistence it does. I implore the Council to reign in the excessive power he believes he has. 

Additionally, I ask our youth be able to play and families allowed to watch. My greatest joy as a 

mother is watching my kids do what they love and I am being robbed of that opportunity.  Please 

understand those of us who have children who are passionate about their sports will do whatever 

it takes for them to play in order to maintain their mental, emotional, and physical health. My child 

was on the brink of depression at 11 years old and is now thriving because he is going to St. Charles 

to play basketball every weekend, baseball in Franklin County, and his soccer team is traveling to 

other states. I would never put my child at risk. The opinion of Sam Page and supposedly the 

County Health Dept is not based on data that has been shared.  The lack of transparency is wrong.  

His own Task Force disagrees, however he refuses to listen.  Our Catholic school is thriving 

because we have been intentional, diligent, and thoughtful about reopening. Maybe if he listened 

to people he would have a better idea of how to effectively re-open our schools and sports. There 

are many brilliant medical minds ensuring sure my children are safe at school and their coaches 

are caring for their mental and physical well-being. Many medical professionals in our community 

disagree with him.  Adequate contact tracing of anyone who has been to a bar or casino is  
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impossible. However, I know every parent, sibling, grandparent, etc who was at my kids games.  I 

believe Covid is real. I listen to medical advice and wear a mask and wash hands and use hand 

sanitizer religiously. I didnôt leave my home for months. But I cannot be told my kids canôt do 

what they love because he has decided to parent thousands of children who reside in St. Louis 

county. Let me parent MY kids and you parent yours.  Shame on you for making this some sort of 

political sport where kids lose.ò 

 Ms. Katie Nauman, 125 Maple Hill Lane, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñDear Council 

Members,  Please support Bills 175 and 176. You have a chance to make a decisions that will 

positively impact thousands of youth athletes and their families. Sam Page, or anyone for that 

matter, should not hold the power to hold the citizens of St. Louis County hostage. Sam Page has 

had many opportunities to meet and listen to the advice of local doctors, both on and off his task 

force, and he has refused to do so. It is very clear that this is his decision and his alone. That should 

frighten all of us.  I think all parents want to keep their children safe and typically listen to the 

medical professionals and data. The problem is...the data is not being shared, once again. The 20% 

positivity rate is misleading when you don't share how many were tested? 10, 100, 1,000? What 

are the actual numbers? The other issue is including 19 year olds in decisions regarding high 

schools sports. Page's response when asked this question in an interview is laughable. He never 

actually answered the question at all. 19 year olds are freshman in college, not seniors in high 

school, how is it logical to include this data?  In closing, I would expect that all council members 

remember you are working for the people. Page was not voted into office and when appointed has 

abused his power. Please support Bills 175 and 176 for the future young voters of St. Louis County. 

Ms. Clancy, it is not lost on voters that you voted against these bills in the spring and that your 

brother is the campaign manager for Sam Page. Seems to be a conflict of interest. Please, do the 

right thing and vote in favor of Bills 175 and 176.ò 
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 Ms. Melissa Miromonti, 807 Arbor Chase Dr., Wildwood, MO, 63021:  ñThe targeted 

attack on our children has woken many of us up to the abuse of power that is happening within our 

St. Louis County government. One of the key features of a democracy are the checks and balances 

we have in place. ONE person should not have the power to make decisions for nearly one million 

county residents without having to be accountable to the council members who were elected by 

the people. I urge the council to stand up for the constituents who voted for you by voting yes on 

Bills 175 and 176 and bring the checks and balances back in place that are so desperately needed.  

Dr. Page has proven he needs this accountability in the way he has handled restrictions on youth 

sports and the CARES Act spending. In terms of youth sports, Dr. Page makes statements such as 

ñthey donôt have our data,ò and continuously deflects questions. This data is collected by the 

Department of Public Health, which is a part of the St. Louis County government. There is no 

reason to keep this data a secret ï all personal information can be removed. If he did not have 

absolute power, he would have to be accountable to the women and men of this council who we 

elected to stand for our best interests. If you listen carefully to his press conferences, he continually 

changes the story. Is he listening to the Sports Task Force or are they just an advocacy group? No, 

he says we have the name mixed up, it is the Pandemic Task Force that is guiding him (who say 

they do not make recommendations on youth sports). The vagueness continues with anecdotal 

statements that ñwe know of transmissions within sports,ò but again will not be transparent with 

data.  As far as the CARES Act spending, here we are mid-September, with less than half of the 

money committed. Doesnôt the council want to know what the plan is for this? So many in our 

community desperately need the help from this funding. Doesnôt the council want a better answer 

from Sam Page than ñdonôt worry about it?ò  Councilwoman Clancy, you need to recuse yourself 

from voting based on the conflict of interest with your brother, as well as your tweet suggesting 

we should sacrifice our children for data that you and your boss claim you already have.ò 
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 Mr. Brady Miller, 429 Tamarack Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  My hope is that all of you do the right thing and 

support Bills 175 and 176.  Both are "common sense measures" no matter the side of the aisle for 

which you lean.   It doesn't matter if it is the individual residing in the County Executive seat at 

this moment in time or in the future.  No single individual should have the power to make titanic 

decisions that affect the entire county.  Decisions which impact the masses deserve group oversight 

and follow through.  Please do the right thing as the entire county depends on you.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Elizabeth Schweppe, 902 Arlington Oaks Terrace, Town and Country, MO, 63017:  

ñDear Dr. Page, Council  Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  My name is Elizabeth 

Schweppe and here are my questions to be addressed at todayôs County Council Meeting:  1.  

Knowing that the vast majority of our minority population resides in St. Louis City and St. Louis 

County, do you feel your lock down on in person school and sports is going to disproportionately 

harm our minority childrenôs ability to compete in the future, considering our neighboring, 

predominately white counties, are open?  2. With the restrictions against in person learning and 

sports, and the inability of our teams to play on a state and national level, what steps are and HAVE 

you taken to protect scholarship opportunities and secure collegiate admissions our community?  

3. Do any Council members knowingly have family members who work for Dr. Pageôs 

election campaign and if so, does that pose a conflict of interest when voting on the issues within 

the communities you represent?  4. How much tax payer money was used, AND what police 

assignments were reassigned so Police could be posted outside of Dr. Pages house on Sunday 

September 13, 2020?  #LETTHEMLEARN, #LETTHEMPLAY.ò 

 Ms. Ginny Meier:  ñDr. Page, I know you want to keep all of us safe, but the time has come 

to ease up on the restrictions and let the kids play sports. Restrict spectators and keep practicing 

social distancing, but let them play.  The point of quarantining was to flatten the curve, that has 

happened and our hospitals can handle an increase in cases. The time has come, it will be ok.ò  
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 Ms. Nicole Otto:  ñGood morning.  I am writing in regard to the decision to not allow kids 

to play football this fall.  It is proven that kids need social interaction and daily exercise to maintain 

good physical and mental health.  I understand we are in a pandemic right now and the health of 

students is first and foremost.  However, there is no consistency.  Some schools are being allowed 

to play while others are not.  The sports are outdoor and students and parents alike would be able 

to social distance.  Furthermore, students are in protective gear and helmets that can be sanitized 

after each practice and game.  I believe that this decision should be left up to each school and not 

the County.  Thank you for your consideration.ò 

 Ms. Lindsay Schertzer, 32 Auburndale Drive, Creve Coeur, MO, 63141:  ñDear St. Louis 

County Council and Dr. Page,  I urge you to look at the scientific data and health of our youth. 

Our kids physical, spiritual and mental health is at stake with the current restrictions on schooling 

and sports. Iôve grown tired of vague answers from emails sent to Dr. Page, as well as his ótalking 

pointsô in his briefings.  The blatant ignorance of Lisa Clancy's Tweet dated September 14th is 

appalling. I truly hope the council does not approve of this type of tweet. It is simply unprofessional 

and untrue. Additionally, Dr. Sam Page's disregard for meeting with the Task Force, yet using their 

names/data points when adding restrictions to youth sports is also appalling. In no other position 

would one be allowed to make these statements without data, meetings, etc. Please vote YES for 

bills 175 and 176 to remove unlimited power. Dr. Page has gone unchecked within the last 6 

months. We NEED checks and balances.  As Tim Fitch stated ñNo individual should fear 

oversightò. Get our youth back into the school buildings! It can be done safely, as my children 

have been back in school buildings for four weeks.  Lifts the restrictions on youth sports. Their 

spiritual, mental and physical health is at stake.  All of this can be done safely, as data has proven.  

Thank you.ò 
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 Mr. Garrett Browning, The Fabric Co.:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy And  

St. Louis County Council,  It is with the utmost respect that I ask you to please reconsider the 

restrictions Dr. Page has put in place for youth sports.  I understand the difficult decisions that 

have had to be made as part of this pandemic but to restrict the youth from being outside engaging 

in exercise and playing the sports they love, makes zero sense to me.  The data is clear that the 

children are not the ones spreading and affected by this virus.  Pediatricians have come out in 

opposition to your restrictions.  Private schools have been in place for weeks with limited outbreak.  

Please give our children a chance to recover from the mental and emotional trauma this shut down 

has put on them.  They need to be outside playing in a safe manner.  Dr. Page has overstretched 

his reach and it needs to end today. Please allow US as parents to choose what we feel is best for 

our children.  Thank you.ò 

 Mr. Brian Smith, 4728 Auburn Trace Dr., St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñDear County Council,  

I am a resident in unincorporated South St Louis County.  My wife and I are parents of two 

children.  One of our children has autism.  He is a student at Mehlville High School.  He is in the 

intensive classroom.  He spends most of his day taught and assisted by talented and devoted people 

from our Special School District.  He requires nonstop support in the classroom from the time that 

he is picked up at the bus till he is brought back home.  We have always been impressed with the 

people and resources at the Mehlville School District and Special School District.  However, 

everything has changed now that the County Executive has forced the closure of all of the countyôs 

public high schools and the Special School District.  Dr. Page has been hyper-focused on the 

coronavirus only.  He has focused his attention on infection rates, testing, deaths, etc.  He has made 

many assumptions.  As things have evolved or changed; he largely has not changed.  I donôt 

discount nor deny this horrible virus, but Dr. Pageôs leadership shows that he is incredibly 

shortsighted.  His apparent arrogance combined with his gross ignorance of the big picture is doing  
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great harm to some of the weakest, unheard, and most vulnerable of our community ï our special 

needs kids.  Dr. Pageôs specialty is in anesthesiology.  Dr. Page must not understand nor appreciate 

the importance of in-class  special education.  Dr Page doesnôt have a good understanding of an 

autism childôs mental health.  He has chosen to ignore the families that have special needs kids; 

we are really struggling.  Many of these children simply cannot do virtual or distance learning, and 

their family members are not special education professionals.  They must be in the classroom.   

Dr. Elizabeth Keenan, Superintendent of the Special School District and Dr. Chris Gaines, 

Superintendent of the Mehlville High School have closed their schools due to the undo influence 

of Dr. Pageôs people.  District leaderships undoubtedly fear a lawsuit or other repercussions, if 

they were to reopen special education at the high school level without his explicit blessing.  We 

have made it through this coronavirus thus far due the dedication and bravery of our essential 

workers.  The people that have worked nonstop at places like Schnuckôs, Dierbergôs, Walmart, 

Target, Home Depot, Lowes, our police, our firefighters and paramedics, doctors and nurses in 

Emergency Rooms and Intensive Care Units.  SPECIAL EDUCATION WORKERS ARE 

ESSENTIAL.  Dr. Page has NOT taken information from infectious disease specialists under 

advisement.  He has continued to allow all adults both young and old to socially congregate, then 

he blames youth sports activities as the drivers of the infection.  The data suggests that this is not 

true.  Dr. Page has NOT truly listened nor has he negotiated with those that disagree with him.  I 

ask that the County Executiveôs powers be lessened immediately.  While we need a strong leader 

during this public health crisis, what we unfortunately got in Dr. Page was someone that is not a 

coachable leader.  He knew what he wanted to do, and he is not going to change.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Margaret Svolopoulos, 33 Country Fair Lane, Creve Coeur, MO, 63141:  ñDear 

Council,  PLEASE vote YES for bills 175 and 176. Removing unlimited power from the health 

department and Sam Page! See photos below.  PLEASE LIFT ALL MANDATES:  *NO mask  
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Mandates.  *NO more ñPhasesò for Sports-let ALL children participate in volunteer sports if they 

want *NO building capacity limits...let places of businesses go back to full capacity *NO more 

billing school superintendents-announce that CDC has been saying for months that ALL schools 

should be open ***Special Needs children especially need to be having IN person leaning.  *Bring 

Back IN PERSON County Council Meetings! WE the people deserve to be able to sit in on OUR 

elected officials.  ***Where is all the money we received from the Cares Act Spent??? Where is 

the accountability? Why is SAM PAGE AND CORA FAITH WALKER IN CHARGE OF THIS 

NOW, WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CARES ACT BOARD?????  ***Why are we receiving 

more grant money for contract tracers???? $71,150 in grant funds from the Missouri Department 

of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) to support the Department of Public Healthôs (DPH) 

ñEpidemiology and Laboratory Capacity CARESò project, stating the grant will commence upon 

contract execution and continue through March 31, 2022!!!  *What is this? A plan for an industrial 

development project involving Accenture Federal Services, LLC (AFS) and to authorize the 

issuance of Chapter 100 bonds in an amount up to $18.2 million to finance a portion Of the 

project?ò 

 Ms. Amy Solopolos, Sunnybrae Court, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Council Members,  

PLEASE LIFT ALL MANDATES:  *NO mask Mandates.  *NO more ñPhasesò for Sports-let 

ALL children participate in volunteer sports if they want.  *NO building capacity limits...let places 

of businesses go back to full capacity.  *NO more billing school superintendents-announce that 

CDC has been saying for months that ALL schools should be open.  ***Special Needs children 

especially need to be having IN person leaning.  *Bring Back IN PERSON County Council 

Meetings! WE the people deserve to be able to sit in on OUR elected officials.  ***Where is all 

the money we received from the Cares Act Spent??? Where is the accountability? Why is SAM 

PAGE AND CORA FAITH WALKER IN CHARGE OF THIS NOW, WHAT HAPPENED TO  
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THE CARES ACT BOARD?????  ***Why are we receiving more grant money for contract 

tracers???? $71,150 in grant funds from the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services 

(DHSS) to support the Department of Public Healthôs (DPH) ñEpidemiology and Laboratory 

Capacity CARESò project, stating the grant will commence upon contract execution and continue 

through March 31, 2022!!!  *What is this? A plan for an industrial development project involving 

Accenture Federal Services, LLC (AFS) and to authorize the issuance of Chapter 100 bonds in an 

amount up to $18.2 million to finance a portion of the project??  *CANCEL Recommendation to 

Authorize amendment to a contract, originally authorized by Ordinance No. 27,592, for outside 

counsel with Lewis Rice, LLC (Lewis Rice)  ***What is this???? WHY would St. Louis County 

residents need to fund Attorneys to work against themselves? Answer!  PLEASE vote YES on 

bills 175 and 176.  Thank you!ò 

 Ms. Jill Hume, 866 Castle Pines Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñPlease vote in favor of bills 

175 and 176. Sam Pageôs egregious abuse of power and refusal to open our schools & sports 

competitions is taking advantage of his position as County Executive. Since hospitalizations are 

down, death rates are dropping (3 total in STL County in the 40 & Under age group), his new 

talking point is positivity rates. He says they are going up at an ñalarming rateò to spread fear in 

the community. You canôt blindly use positivity rates to indicate COVID trends.  Weekly #ôs in 

MO:  Aug. 2nd - 7,194 cases, # tested was 55,995, Aug. 9th - 7,945 cases, # tested was 82,701.  

With an almost 800 case INCREASE, the positivity rate DROPPED from 12.85% to 9.61%.  But, 

the week of Aug. 16th, total cases DROPPED by 85 people but made the positivity rate 

INCREASE almost two percentage points from 9.61% to 11.35% b/c the number tested that week 

was 13,000 less than the prior week. Positivity rates have an inverse relationship to positive cases 

if the amount of people tested decreases. When he claimed positivity rates are currently going up 

at alarming rates, positive test cases were actually DOWN. Sam Page is manipulating numbers to  
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fit his narrative with no one holding him accountable.  Dr. Mark Miles, the Superintendent of 

Rockwood, asked to meet and Sam Page refused. Sam Page will not meet with local Athletic 

Directors either. One man cannot wield this much power over an entire community while refusing 

to answer to his constituents. There must be oversight. Please listen to the pediatricians who 

continually say how detrimental this is for our childrenôs health. The effects of keeping them 

isolated far out-way the risks of COVID. Letôs protect our elderly and let the rest of the population 

get back to our lives. My 3 children who usually thrive in school and sports now suffer from 

chronic headaches, cry regularly out of total frustration trying to navigate online learning, are 

depressed and hate school. Our entire community is suffering. And for what? There is ZERO data 

to warrant the continued shutdown of our schools and sports teams in STL county. We can co-

exist with COVID-19; it is not the death sentence we once thought. Please vote yes on bills 175 

and 176; our future depends on it.ò 

 Mr. Pat Origliasso, 2000 Kehrsdale Ct., Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñWriting this email to 

voice concerns about the current restrictions around youth sports in the county, specifically at the 

high school level.  Dr. Page continues to report increases in positive COVID-19 cases in the 15-

19-year-old age range as the reason for not allowing high school sports to compete in the county, 

but those numbers are being presented to meet his personal goals.  The number of cases in the 18-

19-year-old range who are attending colleges is driving the increase in this range, not the high 

school level student.  You have already adjusted to allow for a 14-year-old in grade school to 

compete in sports and that same thought process should be applied to the 15-18-year-old athlete in 

high school.  I have coached over 50 softball and baseball games in other counties since July and 

have not had a single instance in those games where there were any substantiated concerns or 

contract tracing associated with playing.  In addition, there have not been any outbreaks from those 

currently playing sports in St. Charles County and other counties in the high and moderate impact  
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sports, so perhaps Dr. Page should either provide these "numbers" he is supposedly privy to that 

are not being shared or recognize his approach is failed.  Many of the current seniors were relying 

on this season to help them further their education in college through an athletic scholarship or 

even playing an organized sport for the last time in their lives if they are not fortunate enough to 

play at the next level.  With the understood caution taken this summer, many were not able to play 

in summer leagues, attend showcases, or visit colleges, putting our St. Louis County scholar 

athletes behind the normal process.  Now that more is understood of this virus and appropriate 

measures are being put in place to keep our children safe in activities, politics and an elected 

officialôs pride should not get in the way of a high school studentôs dream.ò 

 Ms. Erin Wheeler Boyle, 417 Barron Lane, Glendale, MO, 63119:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  Please support bills 175 and 176.  I'm the parent of 

2 high school aged daughters. Both my girls play softball and my oldest, a senior, also plays soccer. 

I understand the responsibility that has been placed on you to protect the health of the citizens of 

St. Louis county. I don't envy your job. But your priorities seem skewed. Bars, restaurants, 

amusement parks and stores are open, but youth sports are banned? My daughter played club 

softball from March - July in St. Charles county. Not a single case of Covid transmission was 

reported.  I''m reluctant to advocate for school being back in session. Hundreds of kids and teachers 

in a school building doesn't seem like a good idea quite yet. But youth sports? That prohibition I 

don't understand. They're outside. They have minimal contact with others. They are never is a 

position where they have 15 minutes of exposure within 6 feet of another person.  My girls need 

sports. Their mental health is suffering. My senior deserves her last season. You already took away 

her spring soccer season last year. We understood. The virus was new, and scary. We supported 

that decision. But now with more knowledge about how the virus spreads and the amount of time 

you need to be in close contact with someone to pass it, it doesn't seem sensible to ban youth sports.  
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Over 90 local physicians agree that youth sports and competitions should move forward. This is 

not your decision to make. Please let us, as parents, decide if our kids can play. That is our right 

as parents.  Switching fall sports to springtime is not a viable solution. Many athletes play multiple 

sports. It's not fair to ask them to choose which sport to play in the spring. And many athletes also 

compete in club sports which play in the off season from the high school sport.  These kids are 

watching. Many of the seniors will be 18 and able to vote. Mine will be 18 before the November 

election. And she's paying attention. They, and their parents, will remember your decision.  Thank 

you.ò 

 Ms. Laura Thomson, 340 Elmcrest Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  I wanted to send a communication in support of the 

recommendations by the St. Louis County Council and County Executive, Dr. Page, regarding 

youth sports and school attendance during the Covid-19 pandemic. I have four children who very 

much want to return to school and one of them is an athlete. Although our athlete is permitted to 

have competitions, we are not able to be spectators. We are sad that we will not be able to attend 

his meets especially because he is a senior. However, we understand the health of our fellow 

community members takes precedence over watching a sport.  Thank you for making the tough 

decisions to help bring this pandemic under control. It isn't easy bearing the brunt of the frustrations 

of our citizens especially when they can't seem to understand what is at stake. Please know that 

we appreciate your service and understand the importance of these policies. We all look forward 

to the time when this is in our past. Perhaps there can be some recommendations for the folks who 

feel as if their children are not getting enough exercise and/or who are struggling with virtual 

school.ò 

 Ms. Lori Kirk , 16221 Lakeshore Meadows Court, Glencoe, MO, 63038:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  PLEASE vote YES for the bills to limit the  

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 147                                      September 15, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

duration of the state of emergency (175 and 176).  PLEASE LIFT ALL MANDATES:  NO more 

school closures - CDC has been saying for weeks at least that ALL schools should be open.  This 

opinion has been echoed by many doctors and organizations.  Remove the college age (>19 years 

old) students from the K-12 populations.  Assess the true impact of this virus based on 

hospitalizations with confirmed COVID infection as the only cause for hospitalization rather than 

% of positive tests which includes people who never got sick enough to get treatment.  NO more 

ñPhasesò for Sports - let ALL families CHOOSE if they want to participate in sports or other group 

activities.  NO building capacity limits - let places of businesses go back to full capacity.  We need 

our businesses to be able to remain in business so people can have jobs and participate in our 

economy with real earned income.  Most counties in the state and states across the nation are 

resuming normal activities.  Weôve done a lot more than what was originally asked of us to flatten 

the curve and reduce the impact on the hospitals.  We don't stop driving because of the number of 

accidents or close the country due to other viruses or infections.  Stop fanning the fear in our 

community.  Bring Back IN PERSON County Council Meetings! WE the people deserve to be 

able to sit in on OUR elected officials.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Irina Kolivayko, Ellisville, MO, 63021:  ñHello,  My name is and I am a resident of 

St. Louis County. Thank you to those individuals that are working hard and care about the issues 

that the County is facing right now.  One of my concerns is the treatment of individuals that I am 

seeing and I myself am experiencing in our areas regarding masks. This is causing a divide in our 

community which is leading to angry confrontations, bullying moms with kids and other offensive 

behavior.  NO BUSINESS should be required to turn away customers because they are not wearing 

a mask. It should be a personal choice.  Private schools have been hit hard by trying to stay open 

with the fear of the County mandates and the bullying that is coming from Sam Page. Masks should 

not be worn by kids. They are not mature to handle this responsibility. The mishandling of masks  
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in kids will lead to a spread of other infections and disease that kids are actually able to get. Not 

limited to, the Rotovirus, herpes, RSV, Flu, lung infections, and a constant rash in the face.  ÅVote 

YES on Bills 175 & 176.  Å IN PERSON COUNCIL MEETINGS.  Å NO MASK 

MANDATES.  Å REMOVE THE STATE OF EMERGENCY PLEASE LIFT ALL 

MANDATES:  *NO mask Mandates.  *NO more ñPhasesò for Sports-let ALL children participate 

in volunteer sports if they want.  *NO building capacity limits...let places of businesses go back to 

full capacity.  *NO more billing school superintendents-announce that CDC has been saying for 

months that ALL schools should be open.  *Special Needs children especially need to be having 

IN person leaning.  Why are we receiving more grant money for contract tracers? $71,150 in grant 

funds from the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) to support the 

Department of Public Healthôs (DPH) ñEpidemiology and Laboratory Capacity CARESò project, 

stating the grant will commence upon contract execution and continue through March 31, 2022!  

*What is this? A plan for an industrial development project involving Accenture Federal Services, 

LLC (AFS) and to authorize the issuance of Chapter 100 bonds in an amount up to $18.2 million 

to finance a portion of the project?  *CANCEL Recommendation to Authorize amendment to a 

contract, originally authorized by Ordinance No. 27,592, for outside counsel with Lewis Rice, 

LLC (Lewis Rice).  *What is this? WHY would St. Louis County residents need to fund Attorneys 

to work against themselves? Answer!ò 

 Ms. Jen Crew, 1384 Remington Oaks Terrace, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St Louis County Council,  I am a parent of a freshman and senior, both 

children have worked hard on the field and in the classroom.  One has overcome a learning 

disability, tried new sports and has gained more self confidence in the last year that I could of ever 

imagined.  My other child is on the watch list to be an All American player and you are stripping 

him of this possibility.   He is relying on sports and academic scholarships to attend college, he  
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cannot achieve this if he cannot play.   Both of my children are begging to go back to school, they 

want and need the interaction with their teachers and peers.  You are doing them more harm than 

good.  The mental toll this is taking on them is far more serious than the threat of COVID.  I am 

happy to sign a waiver and I happy to stay at home vs attending their games, not ideal but I will.   

Please let them get back on the field so they feel somewhat normal.ò 

 Ms. Gina Sandt, 5520 Providence Place Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  I am asking you to reconsider your decision 

regarding fall sports for St. Louis County. The rest of the state of Missouri has proven that High 

School aged children can compete in a safe manner.  Why is it your assumption that students in 

St. Louis County arenôt capable of following guidelines while competing? For many, this 

environment is safer than the alternative! Please give them the opportunity to compete along with 

the rest of the state!!  #letthemplay.ò 

 Mr. Randall Rush, 327 Turnberry Place Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page 

and St, Louis County Council,  Please reconsider the imposed restrictions on St Louis county high 

school sports competition for the remainder of 2020 to allow competition.  By taking into 

consideration of recent Covid test positive rates to the age of 18 and 19, it is taking into account 

many college age kids who are in an entirely different situation and helps to skew the data against 

high school students.  Please let them play!  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Kristin Nicole Pisoni, 403 Lennox Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  I am in full support of Bills 175 and 176.  I 

disagree with one person being able to avoid having checks and balances, while making decisions 

that impact so many.  Decisions are currently being made without the medical science and data to 

support them.  Fear is being used to control.  Children should be in school and pediatricians support 

this.  Virtual learning is not what is best for children's mental and physical health.  Not allowing  
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team sports is not what is best for children's mental and physical health.  You are setting these 

children back.  You continue to use fear to control what happens in innocent children's lives, and 

that is wrong.  When our students in St. Louis County take standardized tests that secure money 

for our school district, and fail miserably - it is not going to look good.  Don't come to me asking 

for more of my tax money for schools because you decided to shut them down based on 

inconsistent data.  I certainly will be voting against that.  And you.ò 

 Ms. Diane Unger, 26 Baxter Lane, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñInterim Page,  You have 

been appearing weekly, telling us that our county must stay basically shut down    Our public 

schools must remain closed.  Our students cannot participate in certain sports.  Our special needs 

students must continue to suffer.  Our churches cannot open to capacity.  We must continue to 

wear masks.  Instead of your list of rules and regulations, we deserve a press conference where 

you list all of the supportive data that would back up your arbitrary decisions.  We need 

documentation that these regulations are actually working.  Countries in Europe are taking similar 

actions, and their Covid numbers do not seem to be reducing in significant proportion.  So, where 

is your supportive data ?  Furthermore .. and what I would consider very important ....  I have a 

few questions:  #1.  Just what IS your plan for our county?  # 2.  Please tell all of us just how long 

you think our county will survive under these circumstances?  #3.  Please tell all of us just what 

you plan to do when the grant money runs out ???  #4.  Please tell us what you plan to do when 

businesses shutter their doors for good ... and the county revenue dwindles.  #5.  Please tell us what 

you plan to do.  If you expect us to continue to live in limbo.  WE EXPECT YOU TO BE 

ACCOUNTABLE to us.  We are tired of waiting.ò 

 Mr. Stephen Matthew Webb, 10278 Eddingham Terrace, St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñDear Dr. 

Page, Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  As a parent of three, I ask that you 

put aside your political differences today, and follow the recommendations of the sports medicine  
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task force in allowing youth sports to resume in the County.  Further, I would encourage the council 

and Dr. Page to meet with residents and task force members on this matter, and agree upon the 

appropriate rules and protocols. Not doing so further divides us and increase the lack of trust in 

government.  I support both bills before you today, and appreciate your time and service to our 

community.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Kathy Cave (Conner Cave - 15 years old, Caroline Cave - 12 years old, Charlie  

Cave - 7 years old), 11734 Larkridge Ln., St. Louis, MO, 63126:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  Please listen to the people you are supposed to be 

representing. We want school back. We want sports back. We want life back. The data shows that 

0-19 are not dying. Let us make the decisions for our children.  Caroline and Charlie go to St. 

Catherine Laboure and have been in school 5 days a week since September 1st with no issues. 

They wear masks all day long and will do so, so they can continue to go to school.  Conner goes 

to Lindbergh High School and is virtual 5 days a week since August 26th. I just asked if he has 

learned anything and he has not.  Open school back up! Let them play!  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Elizabeth Alexander, 12187 Ameling Road, Maryland Heights, MO, 63043:  ñDear 

Council Members,  As a parent of two athletes and an educator of 21 years, I ask that you take a 

long, hard look at what you are doing to youth across St. Louis county. I have never been more 

worried about our youth. Please do your part to NOT contribute to youth violence and drug/alcohol 

abuse by allowing our kids to play the sports they love. I have seen sports keep many students out 

of harmôs way and given them a reason to stay in school. Please donôt give them a reason to give 

up!! Theyôve worked hard and deserve a chance to have their season. Many of them already lost 

their spring season as well as countless weeks of in-person education. Enough is enough. I am 

begging you to support bills 175 and 176 and to please let our kids play!!!ò 

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 152                                      September 15, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

 Ms. Jan Jeanis, 7454 Cornell Ave., University City, MO, 63130:  ñAs a tax paying citizen 

& voter, I find it highly disturbing that the County is now being run by one person who not only 

doesn't have to obtain any oversight approval, but also refuses to listen to anyone who may not 

agree with him.  That is a dictatorship and not the republic for which we vote and live in.  I have 

never seen anyone flat out refuse to listen or meet with groups that are asking for the data to back 

up decisions being made by one person!  What nerve you have to blatantly refuse to even meet 

with groups of professionals & then tell the public that your information/ data is more accurate 

and then don't share it.  So much for the so called ñtransparencyò you continually speak of.  This 

county executive should be ashamed of the mismanagement of federal funds (i.e. the $2 million 

temporary morgue that is now closed and did nothing for the community) & making mandates to 

the public without any input from the members we actually elected.   We should be looking at an 

end game (and something other than a vaccine, although that is forthcoming) and start coming up 

with plans to live an actual normal life with a virus in our midst.  We can not continually shut 

down schools & businesses every time there is a positive test result.  Try quarantining the sick and 

let the rest of us continue on, that has worked in the past.  Our youth needs to be back in school & 

parents need to be able to work. You have no right to deny the public of their livelihood.  You 

seem to have become high on your power and have no need for any of the public.  We are not 

mindless people and do not need you to ñkeep us safeò, you apparently donôt need my vote either.  

I strongly urge the council to vote to get our kids back to school, open up youth sports, and demand 

oversight for decisions being made by one person. This is what I pay your salaries for, to represent 

the tax payers.ò 

 Mr. Harold Barker, 500 South Mason Road, St. Louis, MO, 63141:  ñDear County Council 

Members,  I am writing a personal plea to you to do your part and reverse the decision set forth by 

Sam Page, which currently does NOT allow games for moderate and high frequency contact high  

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 153                                      September 15, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

school sports.  When restrictions loosened back in June, we followed the guidelines and phases 

shared by the St. Louis Sports Medicine Covid-19 Task Force and we have not wavered.  I can 

attest we are fully committed to the safety and well-being of our student-athletes and families, and 

we keep thorough, accurate records of our attendance for contact tracing purposes.  The important 

piece is there have been ZERO cases of transmission within any of our sports programs since we 

have been back to practice and workouts.  We documented six cases of COVID in our sports 

programs this summer.  All of these cases traced back to social gatherings, and once discovered 

we executed individual quarantine protocols along with proper contact tracing and communication.  

NONE of those six cases led to transmission among the other players and coaches who were 

potentially exposed.  Athletic Directors across St. Louis meet regularly to share information 

specifically about best COVID practices, transmission data and contact tracing.  I am pleased to 

share weôve collectively seen thousands of athletes participating in sports activities on campuses 

since June, without one case of sports-related transmission.  Based on this current evidence, we 

feel the continued delay and potential cancellation of fall sports for moderate and high-level 

contact sports would be extremely detrimental to our students.  I was newly hired before the 

pandemic, and since officially starting on June 1, I have been committed to earning the trust of my 

coaches, players and families.  My number one goal is to always provide the most meaningful 

athletic experience for our students. This experience is directly tied to the curriculum and mission 

of our school.  Our processes and policies adjusting to this pandemic have established trust within 

the Priory community.  Now I am asking you all to trust me and my athletic director colleagues 

who have demonstrated that we are willing to diligently follow the guidelines presented to us.  We 

are confident that we can host games in St. Louis County that will NOT cause a rise in COVID-

19 cases if given the opportunity.ò 
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 Mr. Kenneth Floyd, 230 Bountiful Pointe Cir., Wildwood, MO, 63040:  ñDear Dr. Page 

and St. Louis County Council,  Please do what is right for our kids physical, mental, and emotional 

development by fully opening both school and youth sports immediately.  This is your chance to 

do the will of your constituents.  Thank you!ò 

 Ms. Alexis Basler, 2305 Wildwood Forest Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63038:  ñDear Dr. Page 

and St.Louis County Council,  Please allow fall sports to participate in games in Saint Louis 

County. I am a senior at Lafayette highschool and play volleyball. I really want me senior year and 

think it would be best to allow sports to play. I think this decision should be up to the parents, 

players and coaches at the highschools to determine if we can play. We can sign a form saying that 

we are willing to play and that we understand the circumstances. LET US PLAY!   Thank you.  

Lafayette High School.  Class of 2021ò 

 Ms. Heather Nolting, 13018 Huntercreek Road, Des Peres, MO, 63131:  ñDear Sam Page 

and Members of St. Louis County Council,  As a lifelong resident of St. Louis County, I am deeply 

troubled by the continued mandates to County voters and their dependents under the authority of 

emergency powers. Our system of government is not designed to allow unlimited power, which 

has no time limit, in the name of perceived welfare regardless of what the emergency may be. Do 

you all understand that, without limits to executive authority, abuses that you all may not agree 

with may unfold in the future?  Limited executive authority and limits on emergency powers do 

not only apply to Sam Pageôs current mandates. I would ask all of you to please vote YES to bill 

175 and bill 176. It is time to limit executive authority and government overreach into the lives of 

your constituents now and in the future.  Furthermore, I would ask that all mandates be lifted 

immediately.  It is time for individuals to have the choice of whether they feel a mask is necessary 

for them personally. It is time for parents to decide where and how their children should be 

educated and how their children should participate in athletics, music and the arts for their own  
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families. It is time for businesses, churches and schools to be allowed to re-open without 

restrictions. It is time for the department of health to get out of my private business. It is time for 

this council to meet in person so that, WE, THE PEOPLE, can voice our opinions in person about 

how this council and Sam Pageôs mandates are impacting our lives and the lives of our children.  

Thank you for your time.ò 

 Ms. Angela Origliasso, 2000 Kehrsdale Ct., Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  Per Dr. Page - Sports are one of the most 

important ways to learn responsibility, discipline and teamwork. But because youth sports bring 

people together, the activities that surround youth sports are fertile ground for viral transmission.ò  

I agree with Dr. Page that sports do so much more for an athlete than provide physical activity, 

and we shouldnôt take that away from the athletes.  The athletes have spent 6 months in a different 

world than they are accustomed to and many are not doing well with this change.  I do not agree 

with Dr. Page that it is fertile ground for transmission.  Because our kids werenôt allowed to play 

in St. Louis County this summer, they played many games in other counties and had a very safe 

summer.  We observed social distancing/mask wearing at basketball games, softball games, and 

baseball games.  Most of the Fall sports are outdoor activities where we have the ability to social 

distance.  Per the Mayo Clinic, ñBeing outside offers other benefits, too. It offers an emotional 

boost and can help you feel less tense, stressed, angry or depressed.ò  I think everyone can use 

more stress reduction!  Taking sports away in St. Louis County will continue to force the athletes 

to find other places that will accept them.  Sports will not stop ï they will be played elsewhere.  

The athletes should be allowed to play for their High Schools where they truly want to play.  The 

athletes are practicing together every day.  What if spectators were restricted as needed (like CYC 

sports) but allow the competition that so many of these athletes have worked their whole lives to 

play?  Dr. Page had the ability to make the decision for his son to compete in his High School sport  
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but has taken that decision away from the other parents of St. Louis County.   Parents should have 

the final decision on the well-being of their child.  Some athletes were hoping for college coaches 

to see them in High School games this fall for potential scholarships.  Other athletes (not playing 

at the collegiate level) have been stripped of their last opportunity to play a sport they love for their 

High School one last time.  Please Let The Kids Play!  Thanks.ò 

 Brian and Shawn Hagan and our Family, 17901 Greyabbey Court, Chesterfield, MO, 

63005:  ñDear Members of County Council,  We do not understand why any of you would vote 

against an attempt to provide yourselves with the power to veto one-person-rule. There is no good 

reason to vote against the proposed ordinances today that protect our Constitution. You meet every 

week, at this point there is nothing that needs to be done urgently as COVID is not going away 

any time soon or ever.  So for what reason would you vote against these ordinances?  What is the 

end game? Have you been promised a job by Sam Page once your term expires? Are you hoping 

to get a job so you donôt want to anger him? See how well that ended for Hazel. Do you think your 

political party will not support you for some other office? Does Sam Page owe you money? What 

could possibly stop you from supporting the ordinances?  When you vote tonight, think about all 

the kids. Think about white kids. Think about Black kids. Think about where Black Missouri youth 

predominantly live. You are making it harder or impossible for all students to demonstrate their 

athletic skills, not to mention the educational devastation all too many are encountering.  The hopes 

of a college scholarship or even admission is slipping away in large to your decision.  Oh, and 

Sam, donôt worry about your own doctorôs kid. You will have enough money to pay for his college 

ï or he might even take a scholarship away from a Black football kid since you allowed cross 

country to continue so he can do his sport. Did you know that kids breathe heavily throughout, 

donôt social distance during competition, and often even vomit when crossing the finish line?  And 

without County Council oversight, where will Sam and his DPH stop? If he truly has unlimited  
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control to do whatever, without limitation, then I suppose he could just shackle all teens who are 

dating because they might touch, or even kiss. You know, Sam, where is your order banning 

kissing among members of different households? Come to think of it, you already banned it in the 

County with an exception for inside a residence! You need to stop this nonsense and you have 

demonstrated the need to be parented.ò 

 Ms. Jennifer Reynolds:  ñCouncil members,  Please support Bills 175 and 176.  Our 

democracy was designed to have checks and balances. You have allowed our democracy to 

dissolve into a dictatorship by removing those checks and balances and giving the executive 

ultimate power over the lives of St. Louis County residents as well as where and how the federal 

monies are spent in our county.  You, council members, have the power to restore our great 

democracy by supporting Bills 175 and 176. Please do so.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Amy Rahm, 1811 Brittania Ct., Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñDear county council,  I am 

a parent in the Parkway School District and a working parent. While virtual learning is working 

for one of my kids, it is not working well for another and not at all for my elementary student. Our 

superintendents need more support to bring kids back to school for those who want to go. With the 

current structure of power in our county, this can't happen right now. I am confused on why there 

was an initial vote to give just one person the authority to make decisions unilaterally for a 

population of around 1,000,000. I support the Bills 175 and 176 being sponsored by Tim Fitch and 

Mark Harder. It just makes sense to have a council of representatives to make decisions for our 

county.ò 

 Mr. Ben Holman, 2718 Covington Place Estates, 63131:  ñDear Members of the County 

Council,  I am writing to strongly encourage you to make every effort to give our high school-aged 

kids the opportunity to play competitive sports this fall. As a proud Clayton graduate who went on 

to play football in college, I truly understand and appreciate the work these athletes have put in  
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and the severe disappointment they are undergoing. Denying our children the ability to play will 

cost so many families significant scholarship dollars and college opportunities, increase mental 

health damage to our youth, and for those high school senior athletes not going on to play collegiate 

sports, they will lose their last opportunity to compete & play the game they love with their friends. 

This is all damage that once inflicted, cannot be undone. That said, please be clear that this impacts 

thousands of high school fall sport athletes significantly (like my son who is a freshman soccer 

player at John Burroughs), not just our seniors and aspiring collegiate athletes.  For further 

consideration, my 13-year old daughter has now had 2 club soccer tournaments in St. Charles 

County. The young athletes joyfully competed while parents responsibly social-distanced (many 

wearing masks although not mandated to do so) and all enjoyed the family time. As of this writing, 

I have still heard of NO TRANSMISSION OF COVID-19 at either the athlete, parent, or coaching 

level and we have spoken to many of the families we competed against during these tournaments.  

And during these tournaments, we all have spent a lot of money in St. Charles County restaurants 

and stores...dollars that once went into the pockets of our friends and neighbors here in St. Louis 

County. These dollars are critical to so many of your constituents...the dedicated owners of small 

businesses in our community...now more than ever.  Please consider all of the above and make 

sure you have fully-substantiated data that truly rationalizes the damage being done to our children, 

community and local businesses.ò 

 Ms. Anita Schnapp:  ñDear Council,  Minimizing infection is a noble goal.  But at what 

price?  Children are missing education, socialization and exercise.  They are suffering isolation, 

anxiety, and depression.  Kindergarteners are not learning the most basic building blocks of school.  

Our middle schoolers are not forming the essential friendships that can help them through 

adolescence.  And our high schoolers are missing scholarship opportunities, elective and tech 

credits that can help them find a career path and how to navigate work and social situations that  
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will help them through life.  And to what end goal?  Because viruses do not get eliminated easily 

or quickly.  Just look at the histories of polio and smallpox.  Please donôt make the treatment worse 

than the disease.  Send them back to school and sports.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Glenda Olivio, 17234 Thunder Valley Drive, Eureka, MO, 63025:  ñDear Sam Page, 

Council Chair Clancy, and St Louis City Council,  Please support Bills 175 and 176!  It is our job 

and right as parents to decide what is best for our kids and whether or not they play sports, not one 

politicians. Please explain to me how teams can play just a few miles south in Jefferson County 

and west of us in St Charles County, but not in St Louis County? Does this virus know how to 

delineate zip codes? How are we the only county left in the state of Missouri not able to participate 

in competition sports.  The data in regards to COVID-19 transmission and youth sports does not 

support the restrictions in place.  Over 90 local pediatricians(including my amazing kids 

pediatrician) signed a letter which encouraged Sam Page to let kids play sports. These doctors are 

in the business of treating kids and knowing what is best for them along with their parents.  He 

ignored it. If we canôt take advice from doctors who specialize in treating children, then what are 

we doing. Please donôt make the same mistake. Listen to these pediatricians and let our kids play. 

As a physical therapist myself, I can promise you this is hurting them both mentally and physically! 

They need an outlet! They need exercise and physical activity with their teammates.  You are 

putting them at risk for so many other issues as well, all of which are widely supported by data. 

So I ask you what is the endgame?  Lots of these kids will be of voting age very soon and I promise 

you they are watching and experiencing the results of your decisions. PLEASE make the right 

ones!ò 

 Ms. Lisa Osterbur, 227 Arbor Crest Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  I am writing today asking you to please consider 

voting yes on bills 175 and 176.  One person should not be soley in charge of over 100 million  
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dollars of stimulus money with zero oversight.  Businesses need this money, and Dr. Page is 

choosing not to distribute it.  Also, the harm that school and sports closures are having on our 

children's mental health is just as important as their physical health, but it seems to be ignored.  I 

have personally watched my 9 year old son struggle with virtual learning on a daily basis.  He has 

anxiety attacks at night, worried about school the next morning.  He needs sports as an outlet for 

his mental well being and is looking forward to the start of CYC soccer.  Many high school athletes 

are in this same position but no longer have their competitive athletic outlet.  Dr. Page should not 

be the sole vote deciding what happens for my son and thousands of others.  There needs to more 

than one vote at the table.  One of my favorite quotes is, "The measure of a civilization is how it 

treats its weakest members".  How do you think you are treating your youngest, weakest members 

right now?  Are the decisions being made truly in their best interest or are there ulterior motives 

behind the decisions?  Checks and balances need to be present for the benefit of everyone, 

especially our children.  Please vote yes today.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Tricia Basler, 2305 Wildwood Forest Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63038:  ñDear Dr. Page 

and St. Louis County Council,  I am writing to you with concerns for my three high school children 

whom attend Lafayette High School.  Our kids need to play sports.  Their world has been turned 

upside down.  Please allow them to play sports again.  Our Senior daughter, a varsity volleyball 

player, desperately wants to finish her last year of high school with happy memories of the sport 

she loves.  A sport that she has put countless hours and extreme amounts of effort into since she 

was nine years old.  Half of her life!  Please don't take her senior year of sports and school away 

from her.  Please! Please! Please!  Our Junior daughter, a varsity cheerleader, is a happy, bubbly, 

sweet, kind, caring young lady.  She loves her friends and needs social time.  The restrictions of 

the awful virus is sucking the life out of her.  She needs her life back.  She now wants to quit cheer 

leading because she sees no reason to continue practicing in her room from her computer.   School  
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and cheer from a computer is just not working.  This life style for our kids is not working.  Our 14 

year-old son,  a Freshman, will hardly come out of his room.  He desires to play LAX in the Spring.  

If you call off Fall sports it will mess up Spring sports.  My son need a reason to come our of his 

room.  Last year he was sent anonymous message on social media telling him to "jump off a bridge 

or slit his wrists".  Pretty devastating...right??  Kids need a reason to come out of their room and 

be with friends.  Please!!  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Katie James, 3043 Blue Mountain Dr., St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy, and St. Louis County Councilmembers,  Please lift the restrictions that have recently 

been placed on youth sports and extracurricular activities in St. Louis County.  There is absolutely 

no reason that neighboring counties are able return to play with sensible precautions enforced to 

prevent the spread of COVID-19 while we continue to be subjugated by Dr. Page's mandates and 

restrictions without a shred of the "Honesty, Accountability & Transparency" that his campaign 

website advertises.  Our kids need sports and activities as much as they need school and family 

constructs, especially during this time. As parents, we know that the measure of a child's health 

goes far beyond a negative COVID-19 diagnosis; our kids are struggling emotionally, socially, 

mentally, and physically without structured in-person schooling, regular extracurricular activities, 

and of course, complete athletic programs.  Communities like ours rely on sports and 

extracurriculars to provide equitable opportunities for all members, including access to education, 

scholarships, and other benefits not available without these programs. Kids need a safe place to 

thrive, especially those who are disadvantaged or disenfranchised, at-risk, abused, neglected, or 

are in need of intervention. Sports programs and extracurricular activities provide these benefits, 

along with secondary benefits like increased revenue and community pride, for those who choose 

to and are able to participate.  Families like mine are committed to the safety and well-being of 

our children, and will continue to comply with safety recommendations as prescribed by  
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pediatricians and the CDC. It is not without risk ï but it is our right as parents to make choices that 

impact our families. To this end, we will continue to wear masks, practice social distancing, limit 

exposure outside of athletic events, comply with temperature checks and other screening measures, 

and, if necessary, self-imposed or mandatory quarantine. We ask in return that you allow our 

children to safely participate in the activities that mean so much to them.  My two children, and 

thousands of others in the county, appreciate your efforts and ask that you vote YES in favor of 

Bills 175 and 176 introduced by Councilman Tim Fitch today.  Thank you for your time.ò 

 Ms. Kathryn Hebenstreit:  ñPlease let our children play sports! The physical and mental 

benefits are so very important to them. The science doesnôt show a problem with this group 

activity. This is far more important to our youth than bars are for adults.  Furthermore, let us choose 

what is best for our families. These mandates and decisions are paving a dangerous path for our 

county.ò 

 Mr. Matt Hartle, 15354 Silverwood Ct., Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancey and St. Louis County Council,  I am glad to have my children in distance learning 

during the pandemic. I support the continuation of the policies to keep our community safe.  Such 

as mask requirements, and public group size limitations.  Thanks.ò 

 Mr. Ryan Vardeman, 16337 Cherry Orchard Dr., Wildwood, MO, 63040:  ñTo the St. Louis 

County Executive and St. Louis County Council,  As people who have stepped up to serve the 

citizens of our county, I encourage you all to vote in favor of bills 175 and 176.  Although I 

vehemently disagree with Dr. Page and his approach to how he has handled everything with his 

pandemic response, this is beyond that and beyond him.  No person in the County Executive 

Position should have that much unfettered power, whether they are Republican, Democrat or any 

other party.  We have seen, now, that wielding that much power is not a good thing.  Please correct 

this by voting in favor of these bills.  Thank you.ò 
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 Ms. Traci Canby:  ñDr. Page:  We need to take note of how other communities are handling 

the return to sports effectively. It can be done safely. The mental health of these children matters.  

We also have a pandemic of obesity. Allowing these kids to get back to sports and eventually back 

to school is absolutely vital for their health. Please reconsider your restrictions.ò 

 Ms. Nancy Fox, 835 Oleta Drive, Clayton, MO, 63105:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy, and St. Louis County Council  Please vote YES for 175 & 176, removing unlimited power 

from the health department and Sam Page.  PLEASE LIFT *ALL* MANDATE S:  *NO mask 

mandates.  *NO more *Phases* for sports-let ALL children participate in volunteer sports if they 

want.  *NO building capacity limits ... Let places of business go back to full capacity.  *NO more 

billing school superintendents - Announce that the CDC has been Saying for months that ALL 

schools should be open.  ***Special Needs children ESPECIALLY need to be having IN person 

learning.  * Bring back IN PERSON city Council meetings.  *WE THE PEOPLE have a right to 

sit in on OUR elected officials.  *** WHERE is all the money we received from the cares act 

spent???  *WHERE is the ACCOUNTABILITY?  *WHY is SAM PAGE and CLARA FAITH 

WALKER IN CHARGE OF THIS NOW?  *WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CARES ACT 

BOARD?  *** Why Are we receiving more grant money for contract tracers??? $71,150 And grant 

funds from Missouri Department of health and Senior services (DHSS) to support the Department 

of Public Health (DPH) ñEpidemiology and Laboratory Capacity CARESò project, stating the 

grant will commence upon Contract execution And continue work through March 31st 2021!!!  

Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Jennifer Crowder, 118 Mar-El Ct., Ellisville, MO, 63011:  ñDear Sam Page, Council 

Chair Clancy, and St. Louis County Council,  First off, PLEASE VOTE YES for Bills 175 and 

176!  Limit the abuse of power!  Second, PLEASE LIFT THE MASK MANDATES!  Mr Page, I 

know you call yourself a doctor and I'm glad you've had medical training but are you an  
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immunologist or an infectious disease expert?  250,000 people die every year because of medical 

mistakes made by the very doctors who are trying to tell us how to live. Doctors don't always get 

it right.  And science is fluid and ever changing as we learn more. Masks are only serving as petri 

dishes building up bacteria in our lungs and especially in our poor children who are forced to wear 

them all day if they are going to a private school.  ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!  Stop the nonsense!!!!  

STOP TAKING AWAY OUR LIBERTY!!!  HEALTHY PEOPLE SHOULD NOT BE 

WEARING MASKS!!!!!  Any doctor who is truly educated and has done the research will tell you 

that.  Forcing healthy people to wear masks is just one right, what other rights are going to be 

infringed on next?  Ben Franklin said it best, "Those who are willing to give up their liberty for a 

little safety, deserve neither liberty nor safety."   GIVE ME BACK MY LIBERTY AND MY 

FREEDOM!  This all seems like a page out the Nazi playbook.  Know your history or you'll be 

doomed to repeat it!  Also, the St. Louis County residents deserve an account of where all the 

Cares Act funding has been distributed.  Lastly, please REMOVE THIS illegitimate State of 

Emergency.  The only emergency is the one you are creating by instilling fear in people.   You are 

killing our economy and our health.  I refuse to be enslaved to St. Louis County!  Thank you for 

your time.ò 

 Mr. Cory J. Ahlbrand, 476 Madrina Ct., Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  Caution, more caution is good.....until it begins to 

turn to stifling. When it turns to stifling....you are as compromised as you would be with a lesser 

degree of caution AND you've curtailed a second avenue of development. Ultimately creating an 

environment that is more hindering to our children's development! PLEASE HEAR US.....this is 

where we are!  High School age is the absolute time where learning for the future, transitioning to 

young adults, friends, sports, etc are CRITICAL to their development which is CRITICAL to our 

city's, state's and country's future....as these are our future leaders. We have to balance developing  
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them along side keeping safe our older generation. Families can do this.....we can manage keeping 

positive cases away from Grandma, but you taking away the only avenue we have to develop our 

youth is completely eliminating our ability to wisely transition our children to adulthood. You can 

cancel/postpone events....but these children are still growing up, our days to prepare them are 

dwindling.  The statistics agree that it can be safely done...other counties agree that it can be safely 

done....other states agree it can be safely done......ADULT sports agree it can be safely 

done......why are we St Louis County any different?  Please....1) limit the authority Sam Page has 

on making these life altering decisions alone.  2) Let the athletes play their sports and develop 

properly.  3) Let the children get back to school and truly enhance their transition into 

adulthood....we don't have much time.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Melissa Lindsey, 1300 Grandview Dr., Kirkwood:  ñAs a citizen St. Louis County, I 

am writing to protest the decision for continued suspension of youth sports in our county. As a 

parent, we should have the opportunity to make a decision about our childôs participation in sports, 

based on existing data that shows both a low transmission level among youth, and minimal risk of 

death or complications due to Covid-19.  Youth sports programs already require parents to consider 

risks for participation. We weigh the risk of broken limbs, sprains, concussions, bruises, etc. and 

take reasonable precautions to prevent them. Precautions can be taken to reduce the risk of viral 

transmission.  We should be allowed to make an informed decision for our family regarding our 

participation in youth sports.  We have enough data to support safely allowing sports. The true 

experiment you are conducting is one of mental health for our countyôs youth and teens by creating 

a crisis due to severe restrictions in social interaction and physical activity.   Please reinstate sports 

so families are not forced to pursue recreation, school, or housing in neighboring counties with 

less restrictive environments.ò 
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 Mr. Jeffrey Schuster, 949 Kylemore Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear STL County 

Council,  I encourage you to please vote YES on bills 175 and 176.   You need to lift all mandates 

especially those affecting business, in person learning at schools, and remove all phases for sports.  

If you truly believe and have the proof then provide the data that sports are causing a COVID 

outbreak.  There needs to be a breakdown by age group, and include all factors.   Explain how the 

entire rest of the state has somehow figured out how to return to school, sports, and open 

businesses?  The arrogance at which you continue to restrict the freedoms that as Americans we 

are entitled to is disgusting.   We know what is best for our children and ourselves.  We respectfully 

have been doing all you have asked for the last 6 months.  What's the point if you are never going 

to allow us to access the risk and decide how to live.  Please do the right thing and pass 175 and 

176.ò 

 Mr. Brett Kline:  ñPlease vote yes on bills 175 and 176.ò 

 Ms. Angela Jones:  ñHello Council Men & Women:)  Iôm a mom of four who lives in the 

Wynncrest Subdivison in Chesterfield.  Iôm a very concerned mother of four who is seeing people 

of all ages in St. Louis County dwindle, and lose their livelihoods due to these continued ever-

changing mandates that are put upon us.  These mandates, which are supposedly supposed to be 

keeping us safe, or actually doing more harm, and the data is just not backing up anything that has 

been put in place:(  Iôm truly hoping that you all could PLEASE lift ALL mandates!  ***PLEASE 

vote YES for bills 175 and 176. My family and numerous others are IN SUPPORT of these!  

*PLEASE take away the mask mandates...allow us to FREELY have a choice!!! And to CHOOSE 

as a parent IF I want my youngest child to wear one or not!  *PLEASE take away the ñPhasesò for 

Sports..let ALL parents/children CHOOSE if they want to participate in sports... As since it is 

voluntary anyway, they should not be up to the government to decide! WE are in CHARGE OF 

OUR BODIES/HEALTH!  *PLEASE put pressure on superintendents to OPEN ALL  
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SCHOOLS...the CDC has been saying for months that ALL schools should be open!!  ***Special 

Needs children especially need to be having IN person leaning.  *PLEASE take away building 

capacity limits...let places of businesses go back to full capacity!  *PLEASE Bring Back IN 

PERSON County Council Meetings! WE the people deserve to be able to sit in on OUR elected 

officials.  Thank You for all you do!ò 

 Ms. Kristine Jamerson, 1162 Richland Meadows Dr., Ballwin, MO:  ñMorning,  As a 

healthcare professional I strongly believe our kids deserve to play sports.  Parents & kids can & 

will follow masking & distancing guidelines. We care about our kids mental & physical health.  

Thank you ç 

 Ms. Trish Roberts, 474 Pine Hollow Ct., Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Representatives of 

the County Council:  Due to the unnecessary restriction, which prevents me from attending the 

council meeting in person, I am writing this letter to ask for your cooperation in assisting the 

citizens of our county by voting in favor of bills 175 & 176, thus removing the unlimited power 

the health department and Sam Page have over our constitutional rights and liberties.  Living my 

whole life as a citizen of ñThe Show-Me State,ò I am someone who requires data and facts to back 

up or support any claim, which removes or restricts those inherent rights and privileges.  To date, 

no one has sufficiently been able to support the County mandates with any valid data or logical 

rationalization, as to why numerous rights and liberties have been removed from my family and 

our community at large.  In consideration of the fact you are unable to provide the necessary data, 

I am asking for all mandates to be removed, especially MASK mandates.  Included in this, please 

allow our children to attend school IN PERSON where they belong.  My children are facing 

devastating set-backs scholastically, socially, mentally and physically.  The impact from the extra 

screen time alone is destructive to their physical and mental health on multiple levels. Additionally, 

I am urging you to reconsider removing the ban on school sports.  These kids desperately need this  
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outlet right now, again for both physical and mental reasons!  Also, please remove capacity limits 

on buildings and gatherings.  Our lives and how we choose to live them, should be a choice we, as 

free human beings and citizens of the United States of America, are allowed to make...RISKS and 

all!  If any individual or group has a concern regarding risks to their health, there are many, various 

options and choices to choose from to avoid those risks, without taking away my freedoms and 

liberties.  Lastly, I would like the option to sit in on these council meetings reinstituted, and my 

right returned to address you personally, face to face, with any questions or concerns.  You are 

employed and paid by we the citizens, and attending meetings that discuss the fate of our lives and 

businesses, is our birthright as a citizen of the United States.  Thank you for your consideration on 

these extremely important matters at hand.ò 

 Ms. Carla Valenti, 138 Windjammer Ln., Wildwood:  ñDear Council Members,  Covid-19 

has changed everyoneôs lives. People have lost businesses, their jobs, their homes and their 

freedoms. People are experiencing depression and anxiety like never before. Isolation is lonely. 

Being quarantined last spring may have been necessary at the time so that the virus could be studied 

and the curve could be flattened. Well, that happened and we know more today than we did 6 

months ago. We know today, that the virus is not killing kids. We know that most kids are 

asymptomatic and donôt even realize they are positive. We know the transmission rate from kids 

to teachers is nonexistent. We know our kids need to return to school and sports. We know they 

are not in jeopardy. You received a letter signed by 92 pediatricians across St. Louis County and 

City asking you to open schools and sports. The CDC has asked you to open schools and sports. 

The mental, emotional and physical health of our youth is in jeopardy. Actually, this has no age 

barrier and the effects can last a life time.  I have 3 children, my son is a college freshman recruited 

to play soccer (his season was pushed to the spring), my daughter plays field hockey and soccer 

and my youngest son plays soccer. My sons have not had a soccer game since last February. My  
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daughterôs high school soccer season was canceled after tryouts in March and now her field hockey 

season is questionable. She just played her first soccer game for her club team 2 weeks ago and 

guess what, no Covid. My youngest son will have his first club soccer game on Saturday, outside 

of St. Louis County.  Please vote YES on bills 175 and 176 removing the power from one 

individual. It is imperative that we move forward with opening up schools, sports and activities. 

Our children should not be held hostage in a political war that is going on across the country and 

even in our county. We have done what was asked of us. The kids deserve better, we all deserve 

better. The numbers do not support the continued shutdown. We all know it. Please do what is in 

the kidsô best interest and let them go back to school and let them play.  Thank you.ò 

 Mr. James Long:  ñAs a St. Louis County resident I demand you listen to me and my fellow 

neighbors. The covid restrictions have gone on long enough. People who wish to take precautions 

should be allowed, however we are entitled to the freedom of choice. We demand that sports 

resume, social activities resume, parks resume, schools resume, and all without dictated 

requirements. Here's the thing... you keep saying these precautions are to protect us and keep us 

safe, but you're ignoring the side effects these rules are causing. I don't need to be kept safe from 

covid, I need to be kept safe from mask requirements which make me feel sick, from social 

isolation which makes me depressed, and distancing rules in public that cause major anxiety. 

Listen to us when we tell you these restrictions have only made this mess worse!ò 

 Mr. Dean Stutte, 606 Hollywood Place, Webster Groves, MO, 63119:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  I would like to know how you arrived at 

14-19 as the appropriate age group for data concerning your mandates on High School students?  

The addition of 19 year olds distorts your data and therefore your facts are not correct in 

determining appropriate actions to take in regards to high schools.  As for youth sports getting 

back to action, how did you determine which sports are more problematic than others?  Sports  
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such as cross country are allowed, but isnôt it true there is contact and many times runners are not 

socially distancing?  It is my opinion that ALL student athletes should be allowed to play, not just 

some.  Sports are being played in every county of our state with success.  By not allowing them to 

play you are taking away a quarter of their possible high school playing time.  This is time they 

will never get back.  It is memories they will never be allowed to earn.  Please keep in mind that 

your mandate is leading to other medical issues such as depression.  It is my request that you LET 

THEM PLAY.  Thank you for your time.ò 

 Mr. Kris Hanson, 22 Steeple Hill Lane, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy, and St Louis County Council,  I am asking for you to support and vote today to pass 

Bills 175 and 176.  I currently have a Scholar-Athlete at Missouri Baptist University in her 

sophomore year, a Scholar-Athlete at Chaminade College Preparatory School in his sophomore 

year, and a 5th grader at Henry Elementary.  I support the great schools of St Louis County and I 

find a benefit in staying local when it comes to education.  I see that my children are being left 

behind by their counterparts in other parts of Missouri based on the lengthy restrictions that have 

been in place on our youth in our area.  I feel forced to reconsider where we will send our children 

in 2021 so that they can continue to benefit from a well-rounded education and athletic opportunity.  

I ask that you support Bills 175 and 176 so that I can continue to invest in our local St Louis County 

economy and keep my kids close to home.  Time for change in the midst of the challenge that 

COVID-19 has placed on all of us.  Let's move forward with re-instating fall sports and in-person 

education as a sign of strength that together we can all unite.  Thank You for your time St Louis 

County Councilò 

 Ms. Erin Maurer, 16350 Copperwood Lane, Grover, MO, 63040:  ñDear all Councilmen 

& Counselwomen:  I am writing you today to urge you to vote in favor of bills 175 and 176. These 

bills represent what makes our Country the greatest Country in the world.  Freedom to have a  
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choice, freedom to have a voice.  No man or woman should have the power to make executive 

orders without a vote, without representation of the community upon which they represent.  You 

all represent us.  Please do not allow one person to be the voice for all of us. Give us back our 

freedom. Give us back our liberties!  Please let us choose to wear a mask, to fully open our small 

businesses back up, to choose to send our kids to 5 day school and to choose to allow our children 

to play sports.ò 

 Ms. Trena Prewitt:  ñPLEASE vote YES for bills 175 and 176. Removing unlimited power 

from the health department and the county executive!  PLEASE LIFT ALL MANDATES:  *NO 

mask Mandates.  *NO more ñPhasesò for Sports-let ALL children participate in volunteer sports 

if they want.  *NO building capacity limits...let places of businesses go back to full capacity.  *NO 

more billing school superintendents-announce that CDC has been saying for months that ALL 

schools should be open.  ***Special Needs children especially need to be having IN person 

leaning.  Thank you.ò 

 Mr. Luke Gehner, 10 Courtway Place, Ballwin:  ñDear representatives of county council 

meeting, I am writing this letter to in hopes of getting my kids back to school and playing sports.  

The amount of mental stress that has been put on them already with virus is enough and they donôt 

need anymore of your restrictions to make things worse.  This is the land of the free and what you 

are doing goes against everything this country stands for.  Your logic and science does not make 

any sense.  I can literally drive 15 minutes away into St. Charles and the kids are playing sports 

and going to school.  Somehow they found a way to do this safely and it seems to me that this has 

just become a huge political game and our kids are the pawns.  I was brought up in a union home 

and have always voted democraticéénever again.  You have showed your true colors and act 

like our laws do not apply to you sam page.  These are my kids and my choice.  Not yours.  My 

wife is a teacher and she is ready to do what she is being paid for.  Teach our youth.  In person!   
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NOT ON A COMPUTER.  The answer to all this can not simply just stay in your house forever.  

Letôs use some common sense and stop using my kids for your political gain.  Its been enough of 

these restrictions.  Itôs time to go to school and play sports.ò 

 Ms. Elizabeth Cotton, 11322 Stonymont Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63136:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy, and St. Louis County Council,  I am writing today to express my sincere 

concern about the decision to prohibit contact sports in Saint Louis County. Children such as my 

son, a student at Trinity Catholic High School, are missing opportunities to gain exposure for 

scholarship opportunities. This decision directly disadvantages students in Saint Louis County, 

causing them not to have the same opportunities as their peers across the entire state of Missouri 

and nationally. This will have a lifelong impact!  Children who have financial means to attend 

college, perhaps, are not at as great of a risk of losing these opportunities. Honestly, my child will 

go to college regardless of if he plays this fall or not. I am writing today in support of those students 

who may not have the same privilege. I'm writing for those who WILL NOT have the opportunity 

to go to college without athletic scholarships. These refusals to allow opportunities for these 

athletes will have a direct, generational impact on their families.  I am aware clinical criteria were 

used to influence this decision. As a nurse, I appreciate the clinical perspective being considered. 

Trinity Catholic High School, like other private schools across the county, has resumed in class 

sessions and has done so with sound plans for masking, screening, and testing. We have had zero 

exposures, zero need to quarantine and zero instances of cancelling school related to COVID 

exposure and illness. Students can continue to mask, spectators can be limited, and ongoing 

screening can be completed. These measures have been successful for in class sessions and should 

continue for sports activities. We can control that risk.  I don't think it's the intention of the decision, 

however, I would be remiss not to mention the fact that other counties continuing to allow their 

athletes the opportunity for exposure to scholarship opportunities contributes to the ongoing  
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disproportionate negative impacts of decisions on black and brown individuals. Again, I emphasize 

that I hope that the impact on people of color was not intentionally overlooked in this decision. 

However, this is yet another example of the negative repercussions of such decisions. These 

decisions have a heavier impact on opportunities for our most vulnerable communities (that live 

in higher proportions outside of St. Charles and Jefferson Counties).  Please allow all students to 

have the same opportunities as St. Charles County, Jefferson County, and the majority of the rest 

of the country!  Thank you for your time.ò 

 Candy and Sean Kent, 2520 Viola Gill Ln., Wildwood, MO, 63040:  ñDear  Councilman ï 

Councilwoman,  I am writing you today to urge you to vote in favor of bills 175 and 176. These 

bills represent what makes our Country the greatest Country in the world. Freedom to have a 

choice, freedom to have a voice. No man or woman should have the power to make executive 

orders without a vote, without representation of the community upon which they represent. You 

all represent us. Please do not allow one person to be the voice for all of us. Give us back our 

freedom. Give us back our liberties!  Please let us choose to wear a mask, choose to send our kids 

to school and choose to allow our children to play sports.  Thank youò 

 Ms.Angela Harris, 11150 Gravois Rd. Apt. B, Sappington, MO, 63126:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  ***PLEASE vote YES for bills 175 and 

176. Removing unlimited power from the health department and Sam Page!  PLEASE LIFT ALL 

MANDATES:  *NO mask Mandates.  *NO more ñPhasesò for Sports-let ALL children participate 

in volunteer sports if they want.  *NO building capacity limits...let places of businesses go back to 

full capacity.  *NO more billing school superintendents-announce that CDC has been saying for 

months that ALL schools should be open.  *Special Needs children especially need to be having 

IN person learning.  *Bring Back IN PERSON County Council Meetings! WE the people deserve 

to be able to sit in on OUR elected officials.  *Where was all the money we received from the  
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Cares Act spent?  *Where is the accountability?  *Why is SAM PAGE AND CORA FAITH 

WALKER IN CHARGE OF THIS NOW?  *WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CARES ACT 

BOARD?????  *Why are we receiving more grant money for contract tracers? $71,150 in grant 

funds from the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) to support the 

Department of Public Healthôs (DPH) ñEpidemiology and Laboratory Capacity CARESò project, 

stating the grant will commence upon contract execution and continue through March 31, 2022!!!  

*What is this? A plan for an industrial development project involving Accenture Federal Services, 

LLC (AFS) and to authorize the issuance of Chapter 100 bonds in an amount up to $18.2 million 

to finance a portion of the project??  *CANCEL Recommendation to Authorize amendment to a 

contract, originally authorized by Ordinance No. 27,592, for outside counsel with Lewis Rice, 

LLC (Lewis Rice).  *What is this? WHY would St. Louis County residents need to fund Attorneys 

to work against themselves?  Answers!!  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Laura Strasser:  ñDear St. Louis County Council,  I am a resident, business owner and 

parent of 2 children in school in St. Louis County.  I am asking to have the schools open again. 

My daughter is in private high school and they have had great success with 2 day a week in school 

and are looking to re-open soon. There are several other schools that are open in St. Louis County 

will low positive tests and students THRIVING in school.  My son is a 6th grader in the Parkway 

School district,  he has an IEP and has anxiety. This non social contact and isolation is very difficult 

on him and has increased his anxiety daily.  Imperative for children with special needs to be back 

in a routine and have the help they need.  Why are some schools allowed to open in our County? 

Some schools allowed to play sports?  Why are other counties managing so well????  IT has been 

proven that this lack of school openings had affected so many kids and families mental well being. 

The CDC has been in support of schools opening. Why is St. Louis county not helping our 

families??  Governor Parsons and our government made a commitment to open up our schools and  
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businesses when the curve was flaté IT HAS BEEN FLAT FOR MONTHS. Please.. let us enjoy 

the park, our local restaurants and businesses and schools MASK FREE.  We also have been unable 

to play sports. Again, this is so crucial for our children. The physical and socila benefits are so 

incredibly important. Again, why are some schools and organizations allowed to have sports but 

others cannot?? Why do adjoining counties have different rules ?Please think of the students that 

have scholarship opportunities based on being able to be seen playing their sport.  We need to open 

back up.Again, the curve is flat. Too many businesses have suffered irrevocable damage and will 

not be able to return.  PLEASE help save those that are still struggling to stay open, who have 

made a COMMITMENT to their employees and communities!! They need to be able to open in 

full NO MORE RESTRICTIONS, please. If someone desires to wear a mask, let them. If they are 

ill or donôt feel comfortable, let them CHOOSE to wear a mask, have their food delivered, have 

no contact delivery or curb side. We donôt need the masks. Again, not proven to help.  The stress 

that almost every household is experiencing is not necessary and can be alleviated with 

employment returned, schools opened back up and our community able to get out, support each 

other and heal the community. We are unhealthy. It is getting worse and the devastation is evident.. 

look around. Please help us.. you took an oath to represent us.  We have a voice, deserve to be 

heard and it is not right that one person is making decisions for the community, our community, 

they represent.ò 

 Mr. Gary Reim, 1757 W. Adams, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr. Sam Page and St. 

Louis County Council,  I am writing to voice my support for Charter Amendment Bills 175 and 

176.  During times of crisis, it is tempting for those with power to use resolutions to set direction 

for the community.  Requiring a 2/3 majority approval of council in order to adopt a resolution 

during a crisis would prevent a County Executive from adopting resolutions lacking popular 

support in the community.  An author once said, ñConflict builds character. Crisis defines it.ò  Bills  
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175 and 176 will create just the type of conflict within the Council and with the County Executive 

that the people of St. Louis County need you to have.  I also want Dr. Sam Page to know that I 

agree that it is troublesome, during these times, to have sporting events where large groups of 

people come together.  Please consider allowing the clubs and high schools to have events in  

St. Louis County without the parents (for those kids between 14-19 years of age) éonly allow 

coaches, players, and officials at the event.  Thatôs what they are doing in other communities and 

at the professional levelé.itôs working.  Athletic scholarships are at stake for many children in 

our community.  Thank you for listening.ò 

 Ms. Lisa Fuller, 15270 Country Field Court, 63017:  ñDear Sam Page, Council Chair 

Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  Please let our children of ALL ages play sports.  And Most 

Importantly, PLEASE LET THE PARENTS WATCH them play.  There is nothing more I can add 

about having teenagers play sports that hasn't already been said.  They NEED to play.  And as 

parents we need to watch.  I am not a helicopter parent that has to be involved in everything my 

child does, but I am a loving parent that wants to support and cheer for my child.  When you have 

a teenager at home there isn't a lot you can talk about that doesn't lead to an eye roll, except sports.  

When I can talk to my daughter about how great she played or how she will have a better game 

next time I get a smile from her.  Not an eye roll.  Sports is something a parent and child can talk 

about together.  My son just graduated from high school last year.  I can't imagine not getting to 

see him play (or in his case stand on the side lines).  Maybe he didn't get to go in the game as much 

as he would have liked, but I got to see him interact with the other players, I got to see him cheer 

for his team mates, I got to see him participate in a sport that I will never get that opportunity 

again.  I can't imagine the students and the parents of Seniors this year.  This is a horrible year, 

and it is only September.  I believe in teaching our child to learn from bad experiences, mature in 

the bad moments in our lives, but I think they still need to be kids and just have fun.  If you are  
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worried about the parents watching our kids and not social distancing or wearing our masks, just 

tell us this is the only way we can watch our children is to wear our masks - WE WILL WEAR 

THE MASK!  Please let our children play.  Please.ò 

 Mr. Keith L. Hinton:  ñDear county council,  I am a parent of two daughters that both attend 

high school, participate in high school sports, and normally play club  volleyball in St. Louis 

County.  I am also a coach who that coaches in St. Louis County.   My oldest is a senior, and has 

been prohibited from playing games by Sam Pages orders. Iôm sure by now you have seen the data, 

and reports from medical professionals, that show very low possibility of transmission through 

youth sports, especially while extra precautions are being followed. I also have issue with the 

inclusion of 19 year olds as high schoolers. High school is generally 14-18 years of age. I am 

asking you to please do what you can to not  allow these prohibitions to continue. I am aware of 

the bills being proposed this week, 175-176.  One of which would allow taking back control of 

these decisions,  so that one person doesnôt have ultimate power to make important decisions.   I 

would ask that you support these, so that the children that need youth sports can go back to what 

they love.  In my experience from coaching, sports, to some of these kids, is the best part of their 

life.  So I hate to see the only great part of their life, be stripped from them, especially when the 

data, and an overwhelming number of medical professionals are showing they should be playing.  

Thanks.ò 

 Ms. Amy Lally, 461 Gateford Dr., Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  I appreciate the work you're all doing and recognize the 

challenges and difficulties you face in navigating an unprecedented public health crisis like the 

one we've found ourselves in.  One of the biggest challenges you all face is looking out for the 

needs of ALL of your constituents in a situation like this where the pandemic creates different 

levels and types of risks for different population groups.  In following the science and statistics, it  
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is clear that those most at risk for serious illness or death are our Senior Citizens with other 

underlying health issues and we certainly need to do all we can to inform and protect them.  What 

we can't lose sight of, however, is how the decisions we are making as a County are affecting those 

who should right now be fully immersed in the learning and activities that will build the foundation 

for for their futures.  While we're doing a fine job of protecting our seniors, I'd argue we're failing 

our kids.  It's fashionable these days to say "we're following the science" as if that should exonerate 

us from any and all scrutiny.  But that's not what we're really doing here.  The science says that 

while some young people may contract the virus, it is incredibly unlikely that any will become 

seriously ill let alone die from it.  Dr. Page, please read more about the cycle thresholds used in 

the PCR tests and see if you still think cases are the metric to use.  Bottom line: 90% of "positive 

cases" actually carry barely any virus and certainly not enough to infect another person (NY Times 

8/29/20).  I'm asking you to protect our elderly by encouraging social distancing and KN95 mask 

use for those at risk and to protect the futures of our young people by allowing them to grow and 

develop academically though in-person learning and via team sport participation.  Protecting our 

elderly and our kids don't have to be mutually exclusive if we're using our heads and including 

others in our decision making.  If you believe a diversity of ideas and opinions are important to 

good decision making, please vote yes on bills 175 and 176.ò 

 Ms. Claire Atkins, 12835 Topping Manor Drive, St Louis, MO, 63131:  ñDear Interim 

County Executive Page, Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council:  Back in June  

Dr Page started messaging that virtual school was the preferred option for K through 12 Schooling. 

This was in his opinion the best way to limit the spread of the virus. All the public schools in the 

County followed this direction. After a couple of weeks of virtual school it is being reported that 

the infection rate amongst high schoolers is running at 20%. If correct this is a high number and it 

raises the question; Is keeping students at home an effective way of accomplishing the goal of  
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reducing the spread of the virus? Is the virus actually more likely to spread in school or amongst 

teenagers socializing outside of school? If the positivity rate is driven by social activity unrelated 

to school on what basis does the County believe children are safer at home? With the appropriate 

safety measures in place schools in other counties and States are proving that in person education 

is safe and manageable.  Further, I am disturbed that Dr Page consistently makes statements 

referring to data but then never produces the evidence. Where for example is the data showing that 

high school athletes are currently spreading the virus? In fact, I have read that fellow doctors on 

the sports pandemic task force have not seen any recent evidence of this. So which is it?  Our 

children are suffering, virtual school is a poor substitute for in person learning and if we are honest 

we all know it. I hope my questions will promote objective discussion on reopening public schools 

soon and particularly the middle and high schools.  I believe it is time for this Council to limit  

Dr Pages power, whether it be in regards to CARES spending, public health policy decisions, or 

the education of our children. I implore each Council member to work together in this matter.ò 

 Ms. Parrish Fastenau, 16746 Kingstowne Estates Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñDear 

Dr. Page and City Counci Members,  I would like to start by addressing the council members.  I 

am asking you to support the bills that are being introduced today that will help reign in the powers 

of OUR County Executive.  No individual should have sole authority on so many critical decisions 

that are being made on behalf of our community, from schools to businesses to our childrenôs 

mental health without the backing of a governing body.  Each of you represent your constituents 

and you have the duty to represent their voices!  To Dr. PageðI donôt need you to decide what is 

in the best interest of my child.  I donôt need you to make decisions for me that you feel are keeping 

her safe.  CDC Director Robert Redfield candidly discussed how school closures are affecting our 

children.  To quote him ñWeôre seeing, sadly, far greater suicides now that deaths from COVID.  

Weôre seeing far greater deaths from drug overdose that are above excess that we has as  
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background than we are seeing deaths from Covid.  You are locking down the one age group that 

handles this virus better than anyone.  Hospitalizations of our teens in the area isnôt happening.  

Stop referring to data and show us data.  I firmly believe if you had statistically accurate data to 

support your cause you would be plastering it everywhere.  Iôm sorry to hear that you donôt have 

time to meet with the St. Louis Sports Medicine COVID-19 Task Force yet you have the time to 

do radio interviews.  Iôm sorry that you now refer to them as just another ñadvisory groupò because 

you want to pick and choose which of their recommendations you follow.  Iôm sorry you refuse to 

listen to the 95 pediatricians in the community advocating for our children to be back to school 

and sports.  In closing, Iôd like to reference Lisa Clancyôs pinned tweet which is so fitting right 

now:  Change is hard.  Change requires admitting that what weôve been doing up to this point isnôt 

working and that itôs time to try something else.  Is that something we can admit?  Thank you for 

supporting our case Council Person Clancy.  Itôs time for a change!  LET THEM PLAY!ò 

 Ms. Holly Stockmann, 783 Spring Crest Court, St. Louis, MO, 63026:  ñDear Council 

Members,  I am writing in response to Sam Pageôs restrictions put in place last week, continuing 

to limit my sonôs ability to partake in high school sports this fall.  I listened Monday morning, as 

Dr. Page alluded to some information that he alone was privy to, whereby justifying his sole 

decision to restrict competition for 15-18 year-olds, despite the facts/data that are available to the 

public, and I am disgusted and quite frankly, frightened by what is transpiring. I write this letter to 

beg the committee to listen to local pediatricians, to take what we know about the virus and how 

it effects this age group, and to limit Dr. Pageôs ability to make this decision alone.  I have a  

15 year-old son with ADHD and dyslexia that makes every minute that he is in school, virtually 

or in person, a challenge. For years, he has been aware of how limiting this is for him in comparison 

to his peers and it has gravely diminished his self-confidence, and frankly his self- worth.  

However, he is a GIFTED athlete and excels on the field. For seven hours a day (and beyond with  
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homework) he STRUGGLES, he feels frustrated, incapable, stupid. But for two hours he SHINES! 

It feeds his soul.  It provides the breath he needs to continue his uphill climb. To say that this 

decision, made by a political figure, without regard for the opinions of medical professionals, has 

affected my sonôs mental health is an understatement.  This letter is a last stitch effort to paint a 

picture of a kid that NEEDS this.  If the data, that I have access to, did not support this and other 

peopleôs children were going to be at risk, I would never be so selfish as to ask for this 

consideration, but that is not the case.  Therefore, I am here, as a desperate mother, trying to do 

whatôs best for my soné.a right that Dr. Page has seemingly taken from me.  I appreciate the 

service to our local government, but please afford me the opportunity, the RIGHT, to do what is 

best for my son.ò 

 Dr. Melissa Miltenberger:  ñI am writing to thank Dr. Sam Page and the County Council 

for the thoughtful decisions you have made during these difficult times. I know that many of the 

decisions have been met with harsh backlash from the community but I for one am grateful that 

you are focusing on the health of the community as a whole during this pandemic. We all wish 

things could go back to normal but the unfortunate truth is that the number of COVID cases 

continues to rise.  I have three high school students in Rockwood School District. We are grateful 

that they are able to participate in activities at this time, even though the experience is modified 

for safety. Now is a time when our kids can learn adaptability. They can learn that things can be 

ok even when times are tough. As parents, it is our job to teach them these things.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Lisa Menendez, 4044 Butler Hill Rd., St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñGood afternoon,  We 

as parents should be allowed to make the choice to send our children to school amongst this 

ñepidemicò or not.  We can parent our own children. We can make decisions for the safety of our 

families based on our individual situations. We are asking you to let us be the parent, let the school 

districts make the decisions on how to proceed. Kids need this. The mental toll is huge on them  
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now. This virus is not leaving us soon. We have to learn to live with it safely. We have shown this 

pertaining to sports. My kids had gymnastics, baseball, and soccer this summer without a single 

incident from May to August all over the state and even out of state - and not one positive in the 

grade school or high school age group for any of their teams. My oldest is a Senior in High School 

at St. Mary's and our high school children are vulnerable right now - their normal has been stripped 

away. They have dreams and hopes and only have four years to experience what all of you have 

already experienced for yourselves. The comradery of an athletic event, school spirit, the 

excitement of the crowd, and goofing off with their friends (yes that is important). They have been 

working their tails off preparing. Many depend on scholarship opportunities which require games 

and stats to make that happen. They have been asked to deal with so much already losing some 

varsity seasons last spring and now AGAIN this fall.  You cannot provide the data that supports 

Dr. Pageôs decisions. He gives answers that are vague and often unrelated to the question. He has 

provided no data point or goal for when restrictions can or will be lifted because he doesnôt have 

to. He is left completely unchecked. Casinos and bars operate and our children are suffering. Time 

is ticking and YOU can change this outcome for them. Follow the statistics that show our kids are 

safe to play sports and have been found safe to play in ALL other counties in Missouri. We are the 

last county and we are failing these kids - and some of these are your kids too. Do the right thing. 

Please for themésomeone on this council needs to step up for our kids and the citizens of St. 

Louis County.ò 

 Ms. Robyn Ruesing, 5010 Ambs Rd., St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  Regarding youth sports, Dr. Page hasn't provided 

any data that supports his decision because, unfortunately, he doesn't have to. When asked for data 

or reasons, he gives vague and often inaccurate information. He and his answers go unchecked. 

He can't or won't, give us a target for opening schools and sports back up. In the meantime, casinos  
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and bars are open. Why won't he explain why? Why won't he show us the data he refers to?  One 

person making all the decisions with no oversight sets a very dangerous precedent. What if  

Dr. Page decides spring sports are not an option? What if he decides other kids' activities are 

dangerous? Or if he mandates another complete shutdown of small businesses and restaurants? 

What if this year's flu season is worse than normal? Will he use that to shut down what he deems 

unnecessary?  Parents should be able to make decisions that are best for their children and families.  

Will this council please step up for this county? WIll you please stand up for the parents? Will you 

please stand up for the kids?ò 

 Ms. Ashley Wilkins:  ñDear County Council,  PLEASE vote YES for bills 175 and 176.  

PLEASE LIFT ALL MANDATES:  *NO mask Mandates.  *NO more ñPhasesò for Sports-let 

ALL children participate in volunteer sports if they want *NO building capacity limits...let places 

of businesses go back to full capacity *NO more billing school superintendents-announce that 

CDC has been saying for months that ALL schools should be open ***Special Needs children 

especially need to be having IN person leaning.  *Bring Back IN PERSON County Council 

Meetings! WE the people deserve to be able to sit in on OUR elected officials.  ***Where is all 

the money we received from the Cares Act Spent?  Where is the accountability? Why is SAM 

PAGE AND CORA FAITH WALKER IN CHARGE OF THIS NOW, WHAT HAPPENED TO 

THE CARES ACT BOARD?????  ***Why are we receiving more grant money for contract 

tracers???? $71,150 in grant funds from the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services 

(DHSS) to support the Department of Public Healthôs (DPH) ñEpidemiology and Laboratory 

Capacity CARESò project, stating the grant will commence upon contract execution and continue 

through March 31, 2022!!!  *What is this? A plan for an industrial development project involving 

Accenture Federal Services, LLC (AFS) and to authorize the issuance of Chapter 100 bonds in an 

amount up to $18.2 million to finance a portion of the project??  *CANCEL Recommendation to  
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Authorize amendment to a contract, originally authorized by Ordinance No. 27,592, for outside 

counsel with Lewis Rice, LLC (Lewis Rice) ***What is this???? WHY would St. Louis County 

residents need to fund Attorneys to work against themselves? Answer!  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Cheri Pello, 16307 Valley Oaks Estates Ct., Wildwood, MO, 63005:  ñTo all council 

members,  I join my fellow county citizens and plead that you support bills 175 and 176. We need 

more checks and balances in this council.  While I know others will benefit in the passing of these 

bills, I am mainly writing to help ALL the children of St. Louis County. Please do not hold our 

childrenôs lives and future hostage due to politics. Children across the county are suffering from 

either not being in school five days a week or not being able to participate in sports, or even both, 

due to this councilôs restrictions. The effects of this are far greater than any effects from COVID. 

We all know the data supports our children, of all ages, returning to school and to sports. Numerous 

local physicians, the CDC, and the AAP support our children returning to school and returning to 

sports. Why are you so insistent on all of these restrictions?  Let me ask you this. What happens if 

one or more of these children commits suicide during all of these restrictions? Are you worried 

about that, at all? Well, that is the environment you are creating right now. Every day these kids 

are not back in school or not allowed to play sports is one more day closer to that happening. 

According to physicians that I have spoken to, that is way more of a risk for our kids than COVID. 

If that happens, you better believe those deaths would most definitely be YOUR fault. Do you 

want that on your conscience? I'm not a big advocate of lawsuits, but that would definitely be one 

I support.  Also, many of our public schools are still not reopening. There are multiple reasons, but 

one big one is that you are holding the CARES Act money from anyone that defies your orders, 

which you claim are to keep everyone safe. However, your orders and restrictions are only hurting 

and severely damaging any chance that these kids have at a decent future.  Look, I donôt know any 

of you personally, but I want to believe that you are reasonable. However, I canôt come to that  
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conclusion based on your recent actions. Please prove me wrong and support bills 175 and 176. 

Our childrenôs lives and future depend on it.  Thank you for your consideration.ò 

 Mr. Eric Reynolds:  ñThank you for the opportunity to comment on the recent activities of 

the Interim County Executive Page and his actions to undermine the desperately needed youth 

sports set to begin this Fall.  Interim County Executive Page continues to exploit a loophole in our 

current county charter that has allowed his office to assume dictatorial leadership through the 

incredibly hyped up and mismanaged response to CoVID-19.  Interim Executive Page, an 

unelected official, hides behind the supposed independent guidance of the St. Louis County Health 

Department.  Weôve already established through leaked voice recordings of Interim County 

Executive Page, which have been exposed by local TV & radio news outlets, that he believes 

independent bodies such as the St. Louis County Police Board, ñwill do what I tell them to doò.  

Does Interim County Executive Page truly want to insult our intelligence by stating that these 

continual mandates are coming from the County Health Department and he is merely the 

mouthpiece?  Page has zero credibility at this point with independent thinking St. Louis County 

voters.  In fact, there is an incredible undercurrent of disgust within his own party at his inability 

to step up and lead this county in a real time of need.  Pageôs mandates on youth sports represent 

his foolish decisions to cripple the emotional, physical, and social well being of St. Louis County 

youths across our entire region.  His restrictions negatively impact everyone and rob families of a 

safe outlet to take a small step back towards normalcy for the area.  Once again, he presents his 

edicts with zero data for the public to consume, showing that no work has been done except to 

capture the County Health Department signature on the order.  Citing, ñcasesò, which is the only 

thing left that he can now crow about out of the COVID 19 situation - heôs shown the entire region 

science, reason, and data no longer matter.  What matters to him is that this is now a political issue 

- which demonstrates the depths of his ignorance.  I respectfully request this council do something  
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about the Interim County Executiveôs depraved indifference to the needs of the residents of  

St. Louis County.  Please start by ending these harmful restrictions on youth sports in our region 

and reigning in the powers of the County Executive office.ò 

 Mr. Jeffrey D. Anderson, 808 Bridlebrook Ln., Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  Please re-evaluate the decision to restrict 

high school sports after removing the 19-year olds from your data.  Very few 19-year olds are still 

in high school and they should not be in your sample for making this decision.  Please share contact 

tracing results that demonstrate youth sports are responsible for infections.  Please listen to the 

medical experts that are supposed to be advising you.  Please explain why every other county in 

Missouri can play but St Louis is too dangerous.ò 

 Margaret and Tim Graham, 25 Berry Road Park, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  We are two of the thousands of sports 

parents, coaches and concerned citizens with a deep interest in doing right by our children in  

St. Louis County. After listening and watching your actions the past weeks, it's apparent the 

Council's interests lie elsewhere.  When asked repeatedly for specific data that backs up the 

decision to effectively shut down sports for St. Louis kids, you have provided nothing. When 

challenged to explain the rationale behind allowing some sports to continue, and restricting others, 

you have resorted to empty talking points. When asked to defend the opening of casinos and bars 

while keeping young athletes off the playing fields, you have been silent. And when provided with 

actual data that refutes your baseless decisions, you have ignored it.  We have lived in St. Louis 

county most of our lives. Politics and party lines are nothing new. It's not a surprise to see some 

local officials operate according to what's best for them, instead of what their constituents want. 

But to harm children under the guise of protecting them and keeping them safe is wrong. To take 

action that negatively impacts the health of people and businesses throughout the St. Louis region  
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is wrong. And to keep doing it, unchecked, is wrong.  When you deny voters the right to decide 

whether one person should hold supreme power to pass mandates, shutdowns, or edicts, you send 

the message that you don't like to play by the rules. Thankfully, our young athletes have role 

models, coaches and parents to help instill a sense of the importance of following them.They have 

sports to teach the value of teamwork and acting for the greater good. That is---when they aren't 

restricted from them by politicians on a power grab.  Every time you forgo meaningful 

conversation, dialog, or discussion, you fail your job AND our kids. But we won't. And we wonôt 

be silent--until you do your job, and until they are allowed to play. LET THEM PLAY.  Thank 

you.ò 

 Ms. Elizabeth Sergel, 2652 Sunrise Drive, Eureka, MO, 63025:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council:  I am writing in regards to the school option for my 

children in the Rockwood School District.  Per the CDC website, there have been less than 400 

deaths in children under the age of 24 in the entire United States, or less than half a percent of the 

total deaths.  Laboratory-confirmed hospitalizations for this same age group are less than 500.  As 

a reference, during the 2018-19 flu season, 477 children died under the age of 18 and there were 

46,000 children hospitalized from influenza.  Meanwhile, St. Louis County has restricted close to 

150,000 students (who are at the least risk) from returning to school or interacting in after school 

activities.  And at the same time, the County has eased up on restrictions at senior living facilities 

whose population has resulted in over 65% of the coronovirus deaths in our area.  Your actions are 

incongruent.  My children need the social interaction that only an in-school option can provide.  I 

know my children best and the current options are not sufficient for their mental, emotional or 

physical health.  They need interaction with other students, athletes and peers.  Being in a position 

of authority is difficult.  Decisions affect everyone disproportionately.  There are no absolutes 

when you govern a large body of people.  I am not asking that you take anyoneôs rights away.  I  
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am asking that you give the rights back to the parents to make the best decision for their children.  

If a parent chooses online school, they should have that option.  But if a parent thinks an in-school 

option is best, they should have that choice too.  And the CDC numbers support that.  More choices 

are best for our children.   They are the people who are disproportionately affected by your current 

decision.  Please let them go to school.  Or at the very least, please let them play their sports.  This 

is what is best for the children.ò 

 Ms. Katie Terbrock, 219 Ramsey Lane, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Councilman - 

Councilwomen:  I am writing you today to urge you to please vote in favor of Bills 175 and 176! 

These bills represent what makes our Country the greatest Country in the world. Freedom to have 

a choice, freedom to have a voice. No man or woman should have the power to make executive 

orders without a vote, without representation of the community upon which they represent. You 

all represent us! Please do not allow one person to be the voice for all of us! 

Please let us choose to wear a mask, choose to send our kids to school and choose to allow our 

children to play sports.  Thank youò 

 Ms. Erin Maurer, 16350 Copperwood Lane, Grover, MO, 63040:  ñDear all Councilmen 

& Counselwomen:  I am writing you today to urge you to vote in favor of bills 175 and 176. These 

bills represent what makes our Country the greatest Country in the world.  Freedom to have a 

choice, freedom to have a voice.  No man or woman should have the power to make executive 

orders without a vote, without representation of the community upon which they represent.  You 

all represent us.  Please do not allow one person to be the voice for all of us. Give us back our 

freedom. Give us back our liberties!  Please let us choose to wear a mask, to fully open our small 

businesses back up, to choose to send our kids to 5 day school and to choose to allow our children 

to play sports.ò 
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 Ms. Joan C. Zahoran, 5 Montrouge Court, St. Louis, MO, 63011:  ñDear Council Members,  

Please support Bills 175 and 176.  The decision of whether our kids should play sports lies with 

their parents. Not with the government and not with Sam Page. He has turned  many of his 

supporters against him. You still have a chance to keep  yours.  If you pass Bills 175 and 176 and 

bring youth sports back to St. Louis your voters will remember.  Keep in mind that our young 

athletes will be voting age in a few years. They will remember who let them play and who did not. 

Voting yes will be an asset to your political future.  Over seventy local pediatricians signed a letter 

which encouraged Sam Page to let kids play sports. He ignored it. Don't make his mistake. Listen  

to the doctors and let them play.ò 

 Ms. Sally Breck, 251 Strecker Farms Ct., Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñPlease limit Sam 

Pageôs power and authority through your votes, today!ò 

 Ms. Holly Pena, 4740 Langtree Dr., St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy & St. Louis County Council,  I have actually never written a letter to anybody in office 

before so I hope I am doing this correctly. The fact that this is my only time writing a letter should 

show you how important this is to me. I am a mother of 2 high school students, one is a senior who 

plays golf and I am so thankful that she is getting to participate in her final year so thank you for 

that. My son, is a sophomore who plays football. This year is extremely important to him and his 

fellow teammates as they only have 4 short years to make an impression to get recruited for college. 

Not all of us have money to send our kids to college and this might be their only chances so 

EVERY season is important, not to mention the tons of seniors who this is their last chance. I 

understand the seriousness of Covid as I am one of the few people who has had it. It definitely is 

not something to take lightly and I don't believe most of the people asking for the kids to play are. 

I just don't understand how EVERY OTHER county in Missouri is allowed to play? Our kids are 

all pretty much going to school virtually and have been practicing, following rules for over a month  
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now with no new spikes. As long as the kids have been following the rules, the cases have been 

down. They are doing exactly what is asked of them and not being rewarded. What kind of lesson 

are we teaching them if they follow the rules, they don't get to play? And why are we not listening 

to the advice of the task force that was actually setup to look into things like this?  Please take the 

words of experts into consideration and #letthemplay.  Thank you.ò 

 Mr. Sean Kavanagh, 1339 Lockett Lane, Kirkwood, MO:  ñTo: St. Louis County Council 

Members,  Sam Page stands defiant to the COVID 19 task force, and the desires of the citizens of 

St. Louis County. Sam Page has openly declared himself the sole rule maker and enforcer of his 

personal wishes upon the citizens of St. Louis county. This is unacceptable on every level. St. 

Louis County children should be in school full-time and should be participating in athletics without 

restriction. The time is NOW!ò 

 Mr. Daniel J. Blust, 4800 Moccasin Dr., St.Louis, MO, 63123:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  Every Surrounding County is currently attending 

school and playing sports. Our Children in St. Louis County need to be in allowed to splay sports 

and the option to have in person school also. They are becoming depressed and our society is 

failing due to your unconstitutional mandates. Please reverses your restrictions A.S.A.P. As the 

data does NOT support it.  Thanks.ò 

 Mr. Brian Oô Leary, 74 Autumn way Ct., Eureka, MO, 63025:  ñI am emailing today In 

support of bills 175 and 176. This is complete madness that Mr Page is making all These terrible 

decisions with zero check and balances. It goes against everything our Country stands for.  Mr 

Page you received less then 40% of the votes in the primary. That in itself is quite embarrassing 

and should help you realize how terrible Of a job you are doing. And, The fact that you think itôs 

ok to make such important decisions for our youth,  instead of Allowing the parents decide, shows 

just how out of touch from Reality you have become and power hungry you have become. Some 

one please reign in this dictator!!!!ò  
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 Mr. Mike Nelson, 1337 Westbrooke Terrace Drive, 63021:  ñPlease do the right thing for 

the health of our kids and vote yes on bills #175 and #176. They need to be in school and 

participating in sports and other activities. Stop playing politics and do the right thing for our kids.ò 

 Ms. Cassie Rickard:  ñHello County Council,  I am a 16 year St. Louis County resident and 

taxpayer.  I have three children who reside in St. Louis County and attend Lindbergh District.  The 

restrictions made by Dr. Page are biased, unfair, and not science based.  The current research 

shared by infection disease pediatric expert, Dr. Rachel Orschelin (she sites the data is from a large 

study), shows children do not transmit the way adults do.  Also, there has not been a single 

transmission of Covid-19 in St. Louis County linked to youth sports or school.  If Dr. Page is going 

to allow some children to participate in youth sports programs then he should allow ALL children 

to participate in youth sports.  I have no problem with adhering to health and temperature 

screenings before practices and games or having them wear a mask when not in play and when 

they cannot social distance.  Our children are not at high risk to have severe complications from 

Covid-19, and since there is no science supporting a high risk of transmission while playing sports, 

there is no reason to shutdown sports, especially while other kids all across the state of Missouri 

have been playing sports all summer and will continue to do so through the fall and winter who 

live outside of our county.  Furthermore, families are seeking out leagues in other counties so their 

kids can continue playing and those leagues have little to no restrictions, and the kids and families 

attend and come back to St. Louis County.  Dr. Pageôs restrictions pose more harm than good to 

our families and county residents.  Allowing some sports, such as cross country, golf, tennis, 

swimming, etc., disproportionately favors white children and excludes most minority families.  It 

is biased and unfair.  Let our children play.ò 

 Ms. Nadia Stephenson:  ñOn behalf of my whole family, I, Nadia Stephenson, ask the 

following:  Lift ALL mask mandates.  allow buildings to host full capacity events Per their  
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discretion -allow churches full capacity meetings per their discretion -open all schools for in-

person learning. Kids mental health depends on it.  PLEASE vote YES for Bills 176 and 176. It is 

unconstitutional for Sam Page to have this kind of power. Overreach!!!  let us attend city council 

meeting IN PERSON -why are we receiving money for contact tracers for a virus thatôs less deadly 

than the flu?? Where is the money really going??  why is Sam Page in charge of the Cares Act 

money and itôs spending!? Whereôs the mo way going?ò 

 Ms. Sarah Kelly, 4 Lambert Hills, Festus, MO, 63028:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  I would like the council members to support the bills 

introduced today to reign in the powers of the county executive. He should have never been given 

sole authority, especially when holding a position that the people did not vote him in for. Each of 

you have a responsibility and it is your duty to the people in your districts to be the voices of THE 

PEOPLE. The mass majority do not agree with these restrictions or the way the county is being 

handled under the dictatorship of Sam Page.  When it comes to transparency, there are many ways 

to provide information while keeping individuals privacy protected. Break down the numbers by 

EACH AGE, which cities, and number of hospitalizations and deaths. Other county can do this 

with no issues.  Other county's do not have these restrictions and are far better off than St. Louis 

County. Different demographics mean nothing when you are forcing your residents out of the 

county because of your restrictions. It is YOUR restrictions are causing the numbers to be high 

and the dangers associated with it. Instead of allowing things to run as usual in the county you are 

forcing people to travel causing more spread.  LISTEN TO YOUR PEOPLE AND LET THEM 

CHOOSE WHAT IS BEST FOR THEM.  GIVE THEM BACK THEIR LIBERTIES THAT ARE 

THEIR RIGHTS AS AMERICANS.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Brenda Kimberlin, 57638 Roadside Lane, St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñDear 

Councilwoman Rita Heard Days and Councilwoman Rochelle Walton Gray,  Please restore  
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democracy to this council. Democracy requires checks and balances because power can never be 

trusted. Whether you agree with those who oppose the county executive's orders or not, please do 

not give up your right to vote your conscience and speak up for the children and communities you 

serve. Please support Bills 175 and 176 to restore integrity and representation in county 

government.  To Councilwoman Lisa Clancy and Councilwoman Kelly Dunaway and everyone 

on this council - please remember the young women you are hurting by supporting the county 

executive's actions. In 1972, when I was 2 years old, Title 9 opened the world of organized sports 

to young girls and women. For 48 years, girls of all colors, faiths, abilities and backgrounds have 

had the chance to grow, learn and gain confidence through athletics, both individual and team. 

Leadership, discipline, resilience, confidence, humility, sportsmanship, teamwork and respect for 

others - these are the things you learn standing on a field with other children on a cold, wet 

morning, or on a court or race track on a hot, humid St. Louis day. Look at the leaders who have 

emerged from organized sports - Jackie Joyner-Kersee, Serena Williams, Allyson Felix, the 

women of the WNBA, the U.S. Womens Soccer Team.  Future leaders - and future voters - in St. 

Louis County have done everything youôve asked to keep their sports safe. Theyôve worn masks 

in 100 degree heat, theyôve avoided behavior that might put others at risk, and theyôve done it 

without complaining because they thought they were working toward something bigger than 

themselves. Now theyôre finding out that it doesnôt matter what they do or what the data says. 

Because right now, they donôt have a voice in St. Louis County. But keep in mind that in the 

coming weeks, months and years, these athletes will turn 18 and register to vote. Donôt turn them 

against your party over this.  Thank you for listening.ò 

 Ms. Cassie Rickard:  ñHello County Council,  I am a 16 year St. Louis County resident and 

taxpayer.  I have three children who reside in St. Louis County and attend Lindbergh District.  The 

restrictions made by Dr. Page are biased, unfair, and not science based.  The current research  
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shared by infection disease pediatric expert, Dr. Rachel Orschelin (she sites the data is from a large 

study), shows children do not transmit the way adults do.  Also, there has not been a single 

transmission of Covid-19 in St. Louis County linked to youth sports or school.  If Dr. Page is going 

to allow some children to participate in youth sports programs then he should allow ALL children 

to participate in youth sports.  I have no problem with adhering to health and temperature 

screenings before practices and games or having them wear a mask when not in play and when 

they cannot social distance.  Our children are not at high risk to have severe complications from 

Covid-19, and since there is no science supporting a high risk of transmission while playing sports, 

there is no reason to shutdown sports, especially while other kids all across the state of Missouri 

have been playing sports all summer and will continue to do so through the fall and winter who 

live outside of our county.  Furthermore, families are seeking out leagues in other counties so their 

kids can continue playing and those leagues have little to no restrictions, and the kids and families 

attend and come back to St. Louis County.  Dr. Pageôs restrictions pose more harm than good to 

our families and county residents.  Allowing some sports, such as cross country, golf, tennis, 

swimming, etc., disproportionately favors white children and excludes most minority families.  It 

is biased and unfair.  Let our children play.ò 

 Ms. Jill Cross, 1630 Sideoats Court, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  I am a proud parent of two completely different 

boys.  They are the accomplishments that my husband and I are most proud of and I would do 

anything to keep them safe and I strive to make decisions that are best for their overall welfare.  

When I met my husband, I was amazed by his tenacity and only realized that he gained that tenacity 

from high school sports, especially Wrestling, once my sons got older.  My two completely 

different children have also benefited from Wrestling and have learned life lessons that will help 

them become successful citizens.  We stress the value of academics, but believe children also need  
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athletics and other activities to broaden their horizons!  There have been football camps, football 

games and wrestling camps successfully implemented, using safe protocols, across the country 

since the beginning of the summer, with very little incidents of Covid-19.  It breaks my heart to 

see football being played so close to home and know that so many kids in our County can't.  My 

youngest son attended several wrestling camps this summer.  Can't say I wasn't afraid to send him, 

and we did put a lot of thought into our decision.  In the end, it was the correct decision.  These 

kids need to compete!  People are moving out of the County to make this happen for their 

kids.....we are losing tax revenues because of the decisions that you are making.  PLEASE 

RECONSIDER AND #LET THEM PLAY.ò 

 Ms. Sara Barnard, 18118 Country Trails Ct., Glencoe, MO, 63038:  ñDr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy, and St. Louis City Council,  I am asking that you vote in favor of Tom Fitch's bill. 

It is not wise to have only 2 people making decisions that are affecting almost a million people. It 

is disturbing to think that they are allowed to have this much control.  There must be a system in 

place to balance/check that type of power.  I am also asking you to allow schools to open and 

sports to be played. As citizens we should be allowed to have the right to choose if our kids play 

sports or go to school. Public schools and private schools all around us are making it work. There 

haven't been any drastic spikes in cases. Even if there is a high positivity rate in the 15-19 year old 

group it doesn't seem to be causing any increase in cases here. Overall numbers are good in the 

county. Even the experts are saying that kids should be in school.  Thank you!ò 

 Ms. Karen Pinkard, 330 Royal Village Drive, Manchester, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  Thank you for making tough choices that 

are not popular. Keep up the good work of listening to medical professionals and science, and not 

who is currently screaming the loudest. There are a lot of people who are very happy you are 

helping us keep our kids, our parents and ourselves healthy enough to live to gripe about something 

else.  Thank you.ò  
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 Ms. Mindy Claypool, 16318 Sheffield Point Ct., Wildwood, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St Louis County Council,  I am beyond frustrated with the way you are 

mistreating the kids in our county.  You have extreme tunnel vision and are only focused on Covid-

19 and are ignoring all other health issues.  What about mental health, what about obesity, what 

about socialization?  It is not healthy for a childôs development to sit, isolated, in front of a 

computer screen all day and then be denied the ability to join in team exercise activities.  You are 

sacrificing the overall health of our children, yet they are getting the virus at extremely low rates.  

You are supposedly doing it for the ñgreater good.ò  Give me a break!  You are harming them!  

The kids need to be in school, they need to be around their peers, they need to have the opportunity 

to participate in activities that build their self-esteem.   Shame on you for denying them their rights.  

In addition, you are harming families.  The stress that a parent is enduring as they attempt to 

balance working while trying to facilitate their childôs education is off the charts.  Parents are 

stretched to their breaking point.  Family relationships are suffering, domestic violence is rising, 

kids are going hungry.  What makes you think this is in the best interest of your constituents?  

What about the kids who have special needs or learning disabilities?  These kids are missing critical 

support that is not a luxury for them, but a necessity.   You are abusing these kids and their families.  

I implore you to get these kids back to school, in person, not on a computer screen.  I urge you to 

open up youth sports.  These kids should not be punished due to the slim chance that they will 

spread a virus that has a hospitalization and death rate that is extremely low.   These kids and 

families have a right to be supported and educated.  You are denying them those rights.  Thank 

you for your time.ò 

 Thomas and Judy Blakeley, 1000 Castle Rock Ave., Lebanon, MO, 65536:  ñDear Dr. Page 

and St.Louis County Council:  We are sending this email on behalf of our grandchildren who reside 

in St. Louis County.  Our eldest grandaughter, Lexi Basler, is a Senior at LaFayette and has played  

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 197                                      September 15, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

on the volleyball team there  her entire high school career, where they participated at the Missouri 

state tournament for each of these years.  Her desire was for her team to play in this tournament 

again this year.  With the stoppage of the school sports programs, this will not be a possibility.  

Her ultimate goal is to play volleyball at the collegiate level. We also have two other high school 

age grandchildren that participate in Cheer and LaCrosse.  We would appreciate all considerations 

to allow ALL students to continue to take part in whatever sport they might be involved in.  Thank 

you.ò 

 Ms. Anne Reilly:  ñDear County Council Members:  I am writing to you to urge you to 

support BOTH Bills 175 and 176.  These bills are representative of what is needed in St Louis 

County to keep checks and balances in place to limit the potential for single representation 

overreach.  This year has shown us, the citizens of St Louis County, the importance of placing 

limitations on the mandates that impede and disturb the freedoms of the County's individuals and 

businesses.  It is understandable that a mandate may be needed in terms of extreme crisis, such as 

during the unset of the Covid-19 Pandemic, but limitless and never-ending mandates fly in the face 

of the American freedoms hard fought by the great men and women of this nation.  Bills 175 & 

176 allow us to maintain a government for the people and by the people and not government 

dictated by a single individual or task force.  Bills 175 and 176 seek to place a time limitation on 

mandates unless a majority vote by the council agrees that an extension valid and necessary and 

applies an additional end date to the extension.  These bills are a straightforward way to ensure 

proper checks and balances are in place for the St Louis County Executive.  If (When) these Bills 

are passed, I greatly urge you to then proceed with voting on the immediate discontinuation of the 

mandates put in place by the County Executive, Dr Same Page.  To lift the mandates that are 

placing individuals, families, and business under greater risk of financial burdens and severe health 

issues, including depression, suicide, abuse, and neglect.  It is time to stop the mandates.  To end  
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the mandatory mask mandate.  To end the arbitrary "phased-in" approach to reopening business, 

schools and sports.  Thank you so much for your review of my comments.  I again, I urge you to 

pass Bills 175 and 176.  Thank you again for your time.ò 

 Ms. Laura Lally:  ñDear  Sam Page, Lisa Clancy and Council Men and Women,  We reside 

in Glendale, Missouri.  I have looked on St. Louis County and City Corona Virus Data Websites 

and it shows, County 0-39 ages death rate 0 and City 10-19 ages death rate 0.  The goal was to 

slow the spread, allow hospitals to prepare and protect the vulnerable.  If parents do not feel 

comfortable sending their children to school or let them participate in activities, that is their choice.  

You have left the rest of us no choice. You have taken away our constitutional rights of freedom 

of choice.  A federal judge in Pennsylvania just ruled in favor of freedom.  ñU.S. District Judge 

William Stickman IV, a Trump appointee, said in his opinion that COVID-19 orders from Wolf 

and Pennsylvania Secretary of Health Rachel Levine violated and continue to violate the First 

Amendment right to freedom of assembly and the due process and equal protection clauses of the 

14th Amendment.  The efforts to stop the spread of the coronavirus ñwere undertaken with the 

good intention of addressing a public health emergency,ò Stickman wrote.  ñBut even in an 

emergency, the authority of government is not unfettered,ò he added.  ñThere is no question that 

this Country has faced, and will face, emergencies of every sort,ò he wrote. ñBut the solution to a 

national crisis can never be permitted to supersede the commitment  to individual liberty that stands 

as the foundation of the American experiment.ò (The Hill, BY JUSTINE COLEMAN - 09/14/20)  

This is not a democracy in St. Louis County, this is a dictatorship.  All of the counties surrounding 

us are going to school in person and playing sports.  Maybe Dr. Page and Ms. Clancy did not play 

sports, but that was their choice not to play.  To take the choice away from tens of thousands of 

children is an abuse of power.  Please rethink your decisions and base it on the constitution, not 

what you deem to be correct.  Please follow the science and re-imagine children in school, playing 

sports and participating in activities that they love.ò  
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 Ms. Erin Moore:  ñYou have to allow us to keep our kids mentally and physically 

healthy!!!ò 

 Ms. Emily Schoemehl, 642 Oakland Ave., Webster Groves, MO, 63119:  ñDear Dr Page, 

Council Chair Clancy, and St Louis County Council,  PLEASE SUPPORT STL COUNTY HIGH 

SCHOOL SPORTS RETURN TO PLAY and BILLS 175/176!!! Please consider the science and 

data behind transmission of COVID-19 between youth and high school students during 

competitive athletic events. There are zero to very few documented traceable transmissions of the 

virus between athletes in competition. There are zero youth fatalities in the state per the data. Let 

parents who are concerned about transmission into the family decide if they want to allow their 

children to play or not! St Louis County is the ONLY county in MO that is not allowed to play 

high school sports. This is a huge concern and negatively impacts our students much more so than 

if the ban was statewide. One significant concern is that many of these athletes depend on college 

athletic scholarships to be able to affordably attend college. You are not just taking away a senior 

season or a championship trophy- what you are taking away from many of these kids will have a 

much longer lasting impact than just one season. The reasons are vast and various why these kids 

should return to play, and I am sure youôve heard them all. Please listen to reason and science and 

let families make these decisions.ò 

 Ms. Deb Matush, 1455 Cragwold Road, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñExecutive Page and 

Council Members,  Another week, same problems.  No accountability - cares funding, morgue 

building, or anything you basically donôt want to answer for No in person school - even if parents 

and teachers want to No explanation for masks when there are two medical persuasions No 

rescinding of the state of emergency - there isnôt one any longer No sports except for special sports 

like Cross Country - right Sam.  People are starting to pay attention. The ground swell is turning 

into a springboard. Paul Berry is looking really good to many now.  I thought it was interesting  
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that people decided to let you know how they felt about your latest shenanigan with closing sports 

for youth, except for the one your son is the captain of, by protesting your home. Maybe you now 

have some empathy for the McCloskeyôs and others who have a large crowd outside their home. 

The group of people who have about had it with your shenaniganôs is growing.  Businesses are 

closing forever. Goodbye taxes and licenses and leases and mortgages. No wonder people are 

moving out of the county. You act like you know whatôs best for us rather than asking. Whoôs 

controlling the puppet strings or better yet campaign contributions?  MY REQUESTS:  OPEN 

THE COUNTY FULLY. Parts of our county look like a ghost town. People just go shop in other 

counties or online. What is the tax implication of that?  STOP THE STATE OF EMERGENCY - 

THERE ISNôT ONE - THE CURVE WAS FLATTENED LONG AGO STOP THE MASK 

MANDATE. I saw a phrase last week that said DONôT BE A MASKHOLE.  OPEN SCHOOLS 

FULLY. Other states are doing it successfully, even parts of Missouri are doing it successfully.  

REMEMBER OUR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS. I guess if you all had a special needs child 

you would handle it like Sam did with Cross Country - special favors for special needs.  STOP 

MAKING BUSINESS OWNERS POLICE THEIR CUSTOMERS. They already have enough 

pressures initiated by you all.  And finally, you got caught bundling letters. I know people whoôs 

letters got bundled with others. Shame on you. If we came in person that wouldnôt happen. What 

you afraid of? You already have a mask mandate in all county buildings. Canôt face the music?  

WAKE UP YOU GUYS - this is not about politics this is about PEOPLEôS LIVES.ò 

 Ms. Mary Savacool, 2718 Wynncrest Manor Dr., Wildwood, MO, 63005:  ñDr. Page and 

St. Louis County Council,  Thank you for your service. I believe all of you are making decisions 

that you believe are in our best interest, so I have the utmost respect for you.  Please know that our 

teenagers are withering, growing despondent, and losing interest in life. Our pleas for sports are 

not because we want to watch games, but because we feel the risk of contracting the virus is less  
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ominous than the depression, loss of momentum and connectivity that these young adults are 

enduring.  And the most unfair aspect of the STL County 14+ shutdown is that their peers in Jeff 

Co, St Charles Co, and across the state are still being scouted by colleges and offered scholarships, 

while our kids are looked over. This is so harmful, not just for this time in pandemic, but for the 

rest of their lives.  Please, I beg of you, let US, the parents weigh the risks and benefits for our 

kids.ò 

 Mr. Gary Reim, 1757 W. Adams, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr. Sam Page and  

St. Louis County Council,  I am writing to voice my support for Bills 175 and 176.  During times 

of crisis, it is tempting for those with power to use resolutions to set direction for the community.  

Requiring a 2/3 majority approval of council in order to adopt a resolution during a crisis would 

prevent a County Executive from adopting resolutions lacking popular support in the community.  

An author once said, ñConflict builds character. Crisis defines it.ò  Bills 175 and 176 will create 

just the type of conflict within the Council and with the County Executive that the people of  

St. Louis County need you to have.  I also want Dr. Sam Page to know that I agree that it is 

troublesome, during these times, to have sporting events where large groups of people come 

together.  Please consider allowing the clubs and high schools to have events in St. Louis County 

without the parents (for those kids between 14-19 years of age) éonly allow coaches, players, and 

officials at the event.  Thatôs what they are doing in other communities and at the professional 

levelé.itôs working.  Athletic scholarships are at stake for many children in our community.  

Thank you for listening.ò 

 Mr. Greg Roder, Ballwin:  ñDear St. Louis County Council,  The time has come to end the 

covid activity restrictions and business restrictions in St. Louis County, especially for youth and 

high school age activities as people age 0-18 are virtually unaffected when contracting the virus.   

The impact of such restrictions on our youth are far worse than the effects of contracting the virus.   
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The data clearly shows that people under 18 years are not at serious risk of illness, let alone death.  

The CDC has provided the public with the data and the information we all need to take necessary 

precautions.  The schools; businesses and organizations have implemented protective measures 

and are taking the virus seriously.  Our government should not be enforcing such restrictions on 

the activities of anyone now that the spread has been slowed, proper precautions are being taken 

to avoid further spread, and our hospitals are not overwhelmed.  The county residents do not want 

one individual unilaterally deciding what is best for all of us with complete disregard for the input 

of the medical community.  It is time to trust the people to make the right decisions for themselves 

and their community. The risks are known. The risks are different for different people. And they 

are manageable.  I am asking that Council Members vote YES on Bills 175 and 176.  And, I am 

asking that the Council lift ALL restrictions on participation in activities and sports for ALL age 

groups immediately.  Thanks.ò 

 Ms. Molly Gopal:  ñPLEASE vote YES for bills 175 and 176. (Removing unlimited power 

from the health department and Sam Page!)  PLEASE LIFT ALL MANDATES:  *NO more mask 

mandates.  *NO more ñPhasesò for Sports-let ALL children CHOOSE if they want to participate 

in sports.  *NO more school closures-CDC has been saying for months that ALL schools should 

be open.  ***Special Needs children especially need to be having IN person leaning.  *NO building 

capacity limits...let places of businesses go back to full capacity.  *Bring Back IN PERSON 

County Council Meetings! WE the people deserve to be able to sit in on OUR elected officials.  

The voters of St. Louis County are watching EACH of you intently, and your actions (or lack 

thereof) will have substantial consequences at the ballot box on November 3, 2020!!ò 

 Mr. Jason T Moore, 332 Carmel Woods Drive, Ellisville, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  Councilwoman Days, Councilwoman 

Dunaway, Councilwoman Gray, Councilman Fitch, Councilman Harder, Councilman Trakas.  I  
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humbly request that you give strong consideration and pass Bills 175 and 176 to bring back proper 

governance to the good citizens of St. Louis County.  The consistent usurpation of the rights of the 

people in the County via draconian edicts from the County Executive and Health Dept has eroded 

the trust of the people in their government.  It is time to remove the blanket authority of these two 

seats of government and return them to the people by passing these two bills which return authority 

back to the people via the voices of our duly elected representatives of the County Council.  The 

County Executive should NOT have sole authority over Cares Act funds ($173 million) nor have 

sole authority, via the Health Dept, to shut down schools, athletics or economies based on their 

own opinions and selective data usage.  We as citizens are imploring you to do your duty and 

restore our liberties and freedoms by holding accountable the Executive seat of the County.  Our 

kids are being unfairly used as political pawns over the last months and it's time to stop as they do 

not deserve this treatment from our government.  Council Chair Clancy, I humbly and respectfully 

request that you abstain from casting your vote in this instance as you have a conflict of interest in 

that your brother, Jon Clancy, is County Executive Same Page's campaign manager.  If you do 

vote in this instance and vote "NO" on these bills, it will further and irreparably damage the 

confidence of the citizens in their County Government.  We are all honestly tired and angered by 

the constant barrage of rules coming out of the County Executive's office and the Health Dept.  

Our kids are suffering needlessly.  We as parents are suffering needlessly as we are doing 

everything in our power (like this letter) to return some normalcy back into our kids' lives.  Our 

businesses are suffering mightily and the damage done to our local economy will now take many 

years to recover fully and for those small business owners to recover financially and 

psychologically.  The time for bold and decisive action can wait no longer and your "YES" vote is 

imperative to get our County and our lives back on the right track to recovery.ò 
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 Ms. Nicole Otto, 7910 Colonel Dent Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63123:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  I am writing in regard to the decision to not allow 

kids to play football this fall.  It is proven that kids need social interaction and daily exercise to 

maintain good physical and mental health.  I understand we are in a pandemic right now and the 

health of students is first and foremost.  However, there is no consistency.  Some schools are being 

allowed to play while others are not.  The sports are outdoor and students and parents alike would 

be able to social distance.  Furthermore, students are in protective gear and helmets that can be 

sanitized after each practice and game.  I believe that this decision should be left up to each school 

and not the County.  Thank you for your consideration.ò 

 Ms. Syra Rizvi, 749 Kraffel Lane, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñDr Page, Council chair 

Clancy, St Louis county council ,  We have come to be alarmed at the executive privileges of  

Dr Sam Page. These major decisions and use of federal money of $173 million . There has to be a 

form of oversight, in these major decisions across all party lines. You have to vote for 175 and 

176. This is for the county people you serve.  I am also questioning the validity of Dr Sam Pageôs 

data of 20% infection rate between ages of 10-19. We would like to see numbers between school 

going children of 10-18. 19 yrs are college kids.  Also the medical task force is not in alliance with 

Dr Sam Page. I want to hear from the health task force directly. Children need to be in school and 

playing sports.ò 

 Mr. Shane Mayer, 544 Orchard Lane, Eureka, MO, 63025:  ñI have two children attending 

Eureka High School. Both involved in multiple school sports throughout the year.  Home school 

and no sports are killing far more kids than covid, FACT. So lets discontinue all this insanity and 

just look at the Real Facts, remove politics from the equation and get our children back into school 

and sports immediately. Sam Page must of obtained his doctrine degree in politics. It certainly 

could not of been earned having anything to do with obtaining, analyzing and dissecting data for  
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actual health among the youth. His ability to have the sole authority to make a decision on my 

Childs well being is absolutely insane and must be changed.  Again, Please stop the insanity. Vote 

to remove the sole authority from one person for my children.  Center for Disease Control Director 

Robert Redfield said in a Buck Institute webinar that suicides and drug overdoses have surpassed 

the death rate for COVID-19 among high school students. Redfield argued that lockdowns and 

lack of public schooling constituted a disproportionally negative impact on young peoplesô mental 

health.  (Source:Townhall July 28,2020 3:15pm)  Thank You.ò 

 Mr. Aaron Walbrandt, Ladue, MO:  ñDear County Council Members,  The ban on most 

high school sports competitions is a decision not based on science or data. Please vote to limit the 

unilateral power of a County Executive by voting for Bills 175 & 176.  Despite what Sam Page 

says publicly about ñ following the science,ò there is no evidence that high school sports are 

causing the spread of Covid-19.  He includes an age group that is irrelevant to high school sports. 

Most students in high school are 14-17, not 15-19 years old.  18- and 19- year olds are college 

students, so their infection rates should not be included in data used to make a decision for high 

school students.  Additionally, there is no data that supports there is an increase in cases or 

hospitalizations for 14-17-year olds due to sports, either in St. Louis County, or in St. Charles 

County.  Sam Page arbitrarily excluded most high school sports from competition, while allowing 

cross-country to continue.   The boys running cross-country are certainly not consistently 6 feet 

apart, they are breathing very heavily and have sweat flying off of their bodies most of the time.  

It is inconsistent for him to allow this sport, but not others.   If it is not safe for athletes to play, it 

should not be considered safe for any athletes of any sport to play.  Additionally, if it is not safe 

for athletes in one county to play, it should not be considered safe for athletes in any county to 

play.   Other counties will not definitively say sports is causing COVID outbreaks and cancel their 

seasons, why is St. Louis County?  Without concrete evidence that says our youth is being infected  
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on the athletic fields, Sam Page's decision to not allow sports is arbitrary and excessively harmful 

to our student-athletes.  Additionally, athletes in other counties are being seen by college recruiters, 

but St. Louis County athletes are not, potentially preventing them from receiving college 

scholarships.  Please vote in favor of Bill 175 & 176 so Sam Page has a check and balance system 

over his arbitrary and unnecessarily harsh Executive Orders, and please consider overturning Sam 

Page's latest ruling against high school sports.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Jennifer Matlock, 16 Marymount Ct., Valley Park, MO, 63088:  ñDear Dr. Page and 

St. Louis County Executive Council,  I have lived in St. Louis County all of my life and have 

always been proud to call it home, until now.  Your action to limit youth sports and in-person 

learning is only hurting children across the county.  CDC has been recommending for months that 

all schools should be open and youth sports should resume.  Clear guidelines have been set for 

both. Local youth teams have been diligently following these guidelines for months with no 

positive cases traced back to youth sports and data from medical professionals show a very low 

possibility of transmission through sports.  The data is possible because youth sports have a proven 

plan for contact tracing.  The decision to participate in youth sports is voluntary and should be 

made by each individual family, not one official in the county government!  On a personal note, 

my daughter has been isolated for the last 6 months unable to maintain the level of physical activity 

she once had through the encouragement of her coach and teammates.  Being an extrovert, she is 

unable to achieve the same level of stimulation she would if she was able to attend school and play 

sports.  These limitations and the lack of engagement in virtual learning are causing her anxiety.  

Weôve done our time to flatten the curve.  These are our kids, our future.  Since it is proven safe, 

there is no reason to continue to restrict their opportunities for learning and sports.  Please vote 

YES for bills 175 and 176 to limit the County Executiveôs powers in a pandemic and keep St. 

Louis County in check.  Thank you.ò 
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 Mr. Devon Kirk, Wildwood, MO:  ñTo ALL City Council Members:  For your council 

meeting today I, as a St. Louis County resident that you work for, am asking that you vote ñyesò 

on bills 175 and 176 that, if passed, will then require a 2/3 majority of the council members to 

impose emergency mandates like what are in place currently. We need this madness to stop as our 

city and county are the only ones in our entire state whose schools are shut down for in-class 

learning. Kids arenôt learning in the way that is most effective with the social interaction that they 

need and plenty of teachers, former teachers and other experts agree that theyôre going to fall 

behind academically. As well, with high school sports being shut down athletes are missing out on 

their own development that could help them earn a college scholarship. None of it makes any sense 

when more COVID testing is obviously going to yield more positive cases. Kids and teachers have 

a 2,000 times greater likelihood of dying driving to or from school than they do of COVID, and 

they do that every weekday for 40 weeks.  Please apply some common sense logic and vote yes 

on bills 175 and 176 today. Thank you.ò 

 Mr. Tom Sullivan, 751 Syracuse, University City, MO, 63130:  ñSeveral things to mention.  

If there is to be a cap on what to pay Lewis Rice to defend the Troy Doyle complaint, it cannot be 

implemented today as it is not on the agenda. Only the "blank check" proposal is listed.  There 

have been discussions on the competency of the County Counselor's office and what work it should 

be able to do. That is something you need to look at before budget hearings. In some instances 

there is the need to to use outside counsel. But the county's legal department should be able to 

handle discrimination cases.  Back in February, the Council approved an additional $50,000 for 

the Dentons law firm.  The firm is handling negotiations on the county leases in the old Northwest 

Plaza development. That took the total to $275,000. At the time County Counselor Beth Orwick 

said she was confident the matter would be resolved. It is now many months later. What's going 

on with the negotiations?  Problems seem to be continuing at the County Animal Shelter. Along  
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with the County Jail, the shelter needs to be on the Council's agenda. As you know, problems have 

been going on there for some time.  It was recently announced that Cousin Hugo's bar and 

restaurant in Maplewood was closing after 82 years -- another victim of the pandemic. There will 

be no more Hugo burgers. While Councilwoman Clancy obsesses over child care, many businesses 

in her district have closed. Cousin Hugo's is just the latest.  Thank you for listening to my 

comments.ò 

 Ms. Erin Moore:  ñYou have to let our kids return to some form of ñnormalò.  We must 

protect their physical and mental health!  This is not good for them!ò 

 Ms. Robin Waymire:  ñGood Afternoon,  I live in Kirkwood and know there are a lot of 

poor kids that would love an opportunity to get out of their situations through team sports.  It is 

great that they can practice but they really need to play against other teams.  There are other 

counties in Missouri that allow their kids to participate in team sports against other schools.  It is 

not fair that the kids in St Louis County cannot.  Please Let the Kids Play!  Also the positive rate 

that we all hear is so high in St Louis County is bogus.  Please divide the number of positive tests 

of 15-17 year old teenagers (or whatever group you want to find the rate) by the whole population 

of 15-17 year old teenagers in that county or area.  That is a more appropriate number to go by.  

Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Traci Ramsey, 1281 Red Oak Plantation Dr., Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear County 

Council,  I am writing today to urge you to vote in favor of bills 175 and 176!  Our community 

and kids are depending on you.  Government was never meant to have one person making decisions 

and taking away our ability to choose what is best for our family.  It is time to get our kids back in 

school for face to face learning and back on the sports field.  They need this for their physical, 

mental and social health.  I would encourage you to read what St. Louis pediatricians are saying 

about the health of our children.  They are suffering from anxiety, depression and weight gain.   
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The added screen time is detrimental.  Kids need instructional time in the classroom,  teaching 

themselves is not sustainable.  Do you realize we are the only county in MO with this unacceptable 

sports mandate and one of the few counties doing virtual learning?  Does that make you pause and 

think about your decisions?  It should!  The overuse of power and inability to listen make you 

completely tone deaf in this environment and voters will surely respond in November.  I highly 

encourage you to favor bills 175 and 176 so we can put an end to this insanity.ò 

 Ms. Sue Dorn:  ñDear Sam Page,  Not only do I not see any middle school and high school 

ñsickò kids, but all the college students in the 19 year age group are all back in school and herd 

immunity has been established.  The 20% comments can not be backed up by any proof or stats. 

It wonôt be long before you are using influenza cases to keep your agenda going. Schools in 

adjacent states are opening up.  The damage you are doing to the education of the children you 

supposedly represent continues to build.  Suicides and depression among high school age students 

is unfolding.  You manipulate and misrepresent the numbers to fit your narrative.  We no longer 

believe you nor trust you with the lives and mental health of our children.ò 

 Ms. Jennifer Siess Gansner, 1156 Vinetta Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63131:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy, and St. Louis County Council:  Thank you for the opportunity to 

communicate with you directly on the issue of kids playing sports in St. Louis County.  I am 

writing to ask you to please ñlet the kids playò, as has become the mantra of parents that feel like 

me.  Beyond that, please ñlet them be activeò, as there are other activities that stimulate their minds, 

activate their bodies, and feel human connection.  To give you some context:  I am a 46 year old 

mother who does freelance work on the side in Des Peres.  I have 4 kids ï 3 are learning from 

home in high school, middle school, and elementary school. Our toddler stays home and I take 

time away from work to teach her.  I have Multiple Sclerosis ï with an autoimmune disorder, I 

realize the potential threat of COVID-19 and take it seriously. I was also raised by a nurse mother  
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and have the utmost respect for science.  As a youth, I played multiple sports along with being an 

excellent student ï received a scholarship to play at Lindenwood ï went on to get my Masterôs 

Degree at CU Denver -- and contribute much of my ñbusy-nessò as a high-achieving student-

athlete to that success.   All said, and knowing the risks, I am still asking you to ñlet them playò 

their sports here in our county!  My Freshman made his Kirkwood High School soccer team as a 

starter, only to find there would be no season ï I havenôt seen that kid cry in a long time.  My 6th 

and 4th Graders must now travel to outside counties or even out of state to play soccer games.  My 

4-Year-Old is up in the air, especially if one of us canôt be at a practice or game with her (think 

bathroom breaks).  So far, playing outside our county, I am happy to report people being 

responsible.  Coaches wear masks throughout (I appreciate that challenge as a former coach 

myself).  Players often wear masks on the bench and/or distance.  Spectators distance and/or wear 

masks.  We do this to ensure our kids have activity outside of spending 7-8 hours hunched over a 

computer screen 5 days a week.  We do this so physical activity can invigorate their bodies, peer 

interaction can energize their minds, and human connection can touch their souls ï affecting 

overall daytime happiness (and better sleep at nights!).  Please, let them play in St. Louis County!ò 

 Ms. Chris Skiljan, 816 Westbrooke Meadows Ct., Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear St. Louis 

County Council,  We ask you to vote yes on Bills 175 and 176. Please let us be parents and make 

good decisions for our family. We are not asking for special treatment as the entire state of 

Missouri is competing and St. Louis County is being left behind without the data to back up these 

decisions by County Executor Sam Page. Normal life is being stripped away from these kids and 

the heaviness of it is affecting their mental health in a very real way. MUCH more than COVID-

19 is affecting their physical health. Please consider these high schoolers who only have four short 

years to compete in the sports. Missing out on even one season has a real impact that could be 

devastating to their present mental health and future college aspirations.  Please help parents take 

the control back.  Thank you for your time.ò  
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 Ms. Shannon Robinson, 1923 Woodmoor Ridge Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñDear  

Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy, and St. Louis County Council,  You continue to isolate our 

children from their friends, their activities, their opportunity for a good education.  You are 

continuing to destroy small businesses which in turn will destroy our county.  Mr. Page throws out 

numbers with no real data to back them up.  We see the numbers, we are watching them just as 

closely as you are. The difference is our data is coming from the county, state and national sites 

and we can actually provide proof.  20% is something you threw out. 20% of what number? 10? 

200,00?  Is this what you call your transparency?  19 year olds should not be included in data that 

concerns our high schools students.  All 19 year olds are in college.  In fact, this time of year, even 

some 18 year olds are in college. The ages need to be changed, once you do that, you will see your 

numbers change.  The task force of professional doctors that you touted as your experts who 

supported your shut down spoke out against you recently. They let the citizens know that you 

haven't actually been meeting them. They went from your pristine group of medical professionals, 

your Task Force,  to merely your advisors per your press conference yesterday. Is that because 

they don't fit your agenda anymore?  How about the millions of dollars in CARES act money you 

are holding hostage.  What is your purpose of holding onto that money?  Why haven't you used 

that for the county and for businesses and schools?  I don't think it's your decision alone, aside 

from what you may think.  What is your council suggesting?  Or do their concern and professional 

opinions not matter?  Or are they too just advisors?  Mr. Page, made mention there is a group of 

parents as just an interest group.  You have gravely mistaken this group.  You must not know what 

interest parents have in their children who are being mistreated.  Who have had their educational 

rights taken away.  Parents who watch their child deteriorate mentally and watch their kids 

depression increase. You alone are slowly destroying them and your decisions are hurting our 

youth more than Covid ever will.  You have underestimated the intelligence and determination and 

knowledge we have.  You are one man, we are thousands.ò  
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 Ms. Gayla Sajben:  ñI'm writing as a County Resident and mother of four athletes in the 

Rockwood School District.  As many have stated, for the last six months we have complied with 

all rules and mandates due to this undocumented virus that has taken over our lives and livelihoods,  

I thank God that so far my family has been safe and healthy.  While I'm never the smartest person 

in the room, I can even see that there are so many inconsistencies in how Sam Page has restricted 

St. Louis County High School Sports unfairly.  We were very patient, understanding and compliant 

when the whole state was shut down - it made sense and "we're in this together". Now, I wonder 

how in the world does it make sense that surrounding counties literally blocks away can hold 

regular sports competitions and games with full rosters and full stands of spectators?  It takes a 

real leader to say "I hear you" and "I understand you" and to be willing to make adjustments to 

previous decisions because you now have greater insight than you had previously.  This county is 

made up of very smart, well-educated, resourceful and creative people who want to feel that they 

are dignified and respected enough to make decisions for themselves.  There's no reason to rule 

over us as if we are incapable to complying with the recommended safety measures.  Please let 

this vote today overrule the restrictions on St Louis County high School athletics and games and 

to demonstrate how they can be responsible for safety because they are passionate about their 

sports.  Let the families who deem this unsafe keep their kids at home away from the risks.  Let 

the coaches use their resources and creativity to pivot and adjust their team program as safe and 

risk-free as we are capable of.  Please reconsider the High School Sports restrictions and 

#Letthemplay NOW!ò 

 Ms. Anna Savacool, (Class of 2021  Lafayette High School) 2718 Wynncrest Manor Dr., 

Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñDear Dr. Page and St. Louis City Council,  Thank you for holding the 

safety of Saint Louis residents in such a high regard. As an avid student athlete, it has broken my 

heart to see my final season be taken from me along with my fellow seniors. While this indeed is  
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an unprecedented time, I truly feel it is each individual's own discretionary right to decide the risk 

they're willing to take when it comes to the virus. For a vast majority of Saint Louis students, sports 

have been a constant motivator and positive guiding light through the darkness that has loomed 

over us throughout the pandemic. While we have already been stripped of our daily peer interaction 

through virtual learning, we now also have been confined to practicing without an end goal: games.  

The physical health risk of COVID is undeniable. But as a young adult and concerned human, I 

plead for you to take a look at the underlying mental health risk of your decision. It has torn me 

apart to watch peers who Iôd known as nothing but jovial and cheery sink into a state of static 

sadness and lose their sense of joy in each day. Whatôs even worse is seeing it happen in myself. I 

have never been the type of student to focus on the negatives or lose my passion for making each 

day better than the last. Thereôs no doubt that human interaction is vital for us to thrive and develop 

as people, and for me itôs what gets me through each day. Losing the opportunity to return to school 

this fall for my final year of high school left me nearly hopeless and questioning my mental 

endurance to carry out my senior year virtually. However, with the decision to suspend games this 

fall, I saw one of my last strands of hope slip away. The overwhelmingly dark emotions that the 

pandemic has inflicted on young kids have been terrifying, and no one, especially not a 

highschooler, deserves to lose hope for life.  Dr. Page, I respect your verdict and judgement. But I 

ask that you consider the greater consequences of your decision. Iôm sure we both agree that itôs a 

top priority to preserve human health. Right now, the worldôs most potent enemy to physical health 

is COVID-19. I hope you can acknowledge that the even greater threat to todayôs youthôs mental 

health is the loss of hope sports provide.ò 

 Ms. Nancy Schnurbusch, 548 Bluffs View Ct., Eureka, MO, 63025:  ñDear Dr.Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and ST.Louis County Council,  While I understand your original intent was 

to protect the youth of the county I believe this is a decision that should be given to the parents not  
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the government. I have a senior and a freshman. My senior is in school full time but unable to 

participate in sports, the freshman is Virtual but able to participate in  her sport.  This is not 

acceptable.  I urge you all to revise your decision and allow everyone to make the decision based 

on what is best for their children regarding fall sports.ò 

 Ms. Andrea Manfrede, 10310 Dorenshire Ct., St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñI am writing in 

response to Sam Page's restrictions put in place last week, taking away my kids freedoms of sports 

and in person school. I have a 16 year old daughter who is a sophmore and a 14 year old son who 

is a freshman.  My husband and I could argue that this is physically and mentally worse then the 

chance of actually getting a virus that at has 99% survival rate.  The amount of nonstructured 

activities are still happening regardless of your restrictions on sports.  These kids have no structure 

are staying up all hours on video games and screens for hours on end, then not to mention they are 

still seeing friends and gathering!!  At very little if you let these kids be in practice and games and 

school you can easily trace them and they will be in a structured enviroment with supervision.  We 

beg that you give the parents the right to choose what is best for their children, just as you have 

the right to choose what is best for your children.  I would guarentee if we do not return to some 

normalcy soon the after effects of your current decisions, will be much worse.  Thank you for your 

time and reconsideration of this matter.ò 

 Ms. Annette Balzer:  ñI am writing on behalf of my son, Jackson, who attends Lutheran 

South High School. He is a Senior in High School and this is his last year to play high school 

sports. I am very disappointed at the decisions made by Sam Page. He is not considering the impact 

his decision will have on our students both socially as well as how it will affect their ability to 

have colleges looking at them for their athletic accomplishments. Please reconsider this decision!ò 

 Ms. Cassandra Saxon, 1515 Rosewood Terrace Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear  

Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  My husband and I are both  
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healthcare workers. My husband is currently helping set up COVID-19 vaccine trials all over the 

country. For the past 6 months, we have been following unbiased data outlets to help us make 

decisions about our family's response to COVID-19. In the beginning we followed all of your 

guidelines to help flatten the curve as it effected us both professionally and personally. We knew 

very little about this virus and were fine with being extremely cautious.  However you are no 

longer making decisions based on unbiased data in children. Sam Page goes unchecked, and his 

arrogance and smugness when questioned about decisions is truly offensive. Neither my husband 

or I are uneducated and do not appreciate being treated as such. As it relates to youth sports,  

Dr Page does not provide data that support his decisions. He gives answers that are vague and 

often unrelated to the question. He gives no goal for when restrictions will be lifted because he 

doesnôt have to. He is left completely unchecked. While casinos, bars, and amusement parks 

operate, our children's mental and physical health is being ignored. And truthfully there is no better 

contact tracing system than that which has been implemented by most youth sports organizations. 

They know who was in their facility and when, and have been able to head off widespread 

outbreaks faster than the county could ever hope to.  One of the great things about how the US 

government works is we have checks and balances in place throughout every level. However our 

council failed us by giving one UNELECTED official the power to mandate restrictions that 

impact our livelihoods, our mental, emotional, and physical well-being. It is time to put checks 

and balances in place. It is time to decrease Sam Page's power to hold money over the heads of 

local businesses and school districts. The entire county should not be run via partisan politics.  

Someone in districts 1, 2, 4 and 5 needs to join district council members from the other 3 districts 

and step up for our kids and the citizens of St. Louis County. If this doesn't happen, my family will 

taking our talents and money elsewhere.  Thank You.ò 
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 Ms. Martha McMahon Acker, 52 Rye Lane, St. Louis, MO, 63132:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  It is time to reverse the dangerous decision 

you made to give Sam Page complete control over federal funds as well as complete control over 

pandemic mandates for all of St. Louis County.  You are impacting the lives of many high 

schoolers who will soon be of voting age.  They will not forget this situation and neither will their 

parents.  It is not your place to dictate how we raise our children and what we allow them to do as 

far as participating in sports.  The issue here is our surrounding counties are allowing sports while 

a subpar appointed leader is holding on to some inconsistent facts.  The sports task force has 

recommended play.  LET THEM PLAY!ò 

 Mr. Thomas Turner, 1415 Crimson Creek Ct., High Ridge, MO, 63049:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,   I have two daughters in the Rockwood 

school district ages 14 and 15.  Their lives have been turned upside down due to a Pandemic 

approaching its tenth month since the first diagnosis in the United States.  Our collective 

governments at the Federal, State, Local and Municipal levels have worked diligently to ensure 

the spread has been contained and almost zero in terms of severe illness not to mention death rates 

in the age ranges of 0-19 at levels below .001% based on CDC statistics.  We are witnessing a 

complete disconnect in policy and governance across our greater region. St. Charles, Franklin and 

Jefferson counties to name a few are slowly moving in the direction of allowing their students the 

ability to move towards full participation in Athletics and in person classroom activities.  A young 

adult is a young adult regardless of their zip code and school district and should NOT be adversely 

impacted as a result of their zip code and school district.  The infectious rate in ages 0-19 is not 

alarming nor constitute the level of restrictions being placed upon our children and community.  

There is zero precedence to warrant these restrictions and outside of all collateral damage being 

unnecessarily forced upon our Childrenôs educational lifeôs, Parents ability to adopt to these  
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restrictions along with the Mental health costs, Economic impacts, etc. is just not right and only 

projects the perception that this is a political motive as opposed to keeping the overall interest and 

wellbeing of the community first and foremost.  What are we going to do with the seasonal Flu 

and next virus introduced from abroad; close everything down once again and stop our lives from 

being lived as we know it can and should be in perpetuity?  Sam Page cannot and should not be 

allowed to act unilaterally and must be stopped before the damage reaches a position where itôs no 

longer reversible and young lives are forever impacted.ò 

 Ms. Sue Inserra, 2006 Brook Hill Ridge Dr., Chesterfield, MO:  ñDear St. Louis County 

Council,  I am writing today to ask for your support of bills 175 and 176 to bring back a checks 

and balance system to your council. Unlimited power should never be granted to one entity.  As a 

St. Louis County resident I implore you to lift all mandates! We are a free society able to make 

wise decisions for ourselves; we do not need the government telling us how to live. We now have 

a history to look back on with COVIDð we have the data. The risks for those under 50 are next 

to nothing! There is no reason healthy kids should not be in school and playing sports if they so 

choose. Listen to reason and not fear or politics.  Be the strong one in the room and vote for what 

is right for your constituents! You are losing the faith of those that have voted you inð if St. Louis 

County continues to be shut down you will lose your tax base as we will be going elsewhere.  I am 

hoping the next meeting will be in person, as these meetings should be, so concerned citizens can 

be part of their government process.ò 

 Ms. Jill Clark, 1420 Eddystone Place, Webster Groves, MO, 63119:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  Please support Bills 175 and 176.  Parents 

should be allowed to decide if their kids an play sports.  Parents have to make decisions all the 

time about the health and well-being of their kids.  This decision certainly should not be left up to 

one politician.  Evidence clearly shows obesity is leading to complications with the virus, yet we  
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are limiting sports which provide exercise. Additionally, you are allowing one politician to 

determine the futures of numerous children who will miss the scholarship opportunities by missing 

their sports season.  Not going to college with alter the outcome of their lives forever.  One person 

is holding all the power and you are allowing it for political reasons.  It is time to start thinking 

about the consequences of this decision for the youth of St. Louis instead of politics.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Angela Keller, 15256 Kempwood Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñDear St. Louis 

County Council,  I am a parent concerned with safety for my children. I am a parent concerned 

with their health and well being. I am also a parent who is able to make decisions in order to keep 

them safe. My daughter is suffering from the restrictions COVID-19 has put on all of us. She 

misses her friends. She misses school. She tries to keep herself healthy by running and doing 

exercise videos.  But then she started practicing field hockey in June. ELATED!! From June 

through September there has not been one athlete with a COVID-19 case. NOT ONE! The protocol 

for screening and distancing has been followed by teams and coaching staff!  To hear that 

games/tournaments cannot be played is devastating! This is what athletes do. They compete. My 

daughter plays field hockey and is a senior this year. It is outside! On a field! Way more distanced 

than cross country is!!! This is taking a toll on her mental and emotional state, and thereôs no 

reason for it! She cries every day! You are robbing these kids! YOU are harming them by not 

allowing them to play!!!!!!  Make change! Show concern for the well being of these athletes! They 

are suffering at your hands!  PLEASE SUPPORT BILLS 175 and 176!  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Maryjo Petruska-Nordmann, 635 W Glendale Rd., Webster Groves, MO, 63119:  

ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  I am a pediatrician who 

actually currently has no children playing high school sports, but I have in the past. I would like 

to see you all give incentives to young people to behave better to allow sports competition in 

October. If you let them know if numbers are here, you can play.  These athletes can easily be  
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followed for studies to see what the spread might be or not be.  I would like you to give them a 

chance. Their risk is small for significant disease is small as the students at the university of 

missouri have demonstrated. Please consider giving them education, incentives, and the joy of 

playing.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Letisia McClendon:  ñPlease support bills 175 and 176.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Derek Watson:  ñExecutive Sam Page and esteemed members of the County Council,  

One hundred and eighty six.  It has been one hundred and eighty six days that have passed since 

your initial emergency orders were put into place to help flatten the curve and to prevent the 

transmission of COVID-19.  As a community we have learned a lot, however there are still many 

unknowns.  As members of the council, you are in the unenviable position to make difficult 

decisions to best represent your constituents.  The current pandemic has been especially 

challenging to people in roles like yours, those representing our school districts, and to those 

essential workers and first responders out there.  Bills 175 and 176 have been presented to you in 

the past, and are being reintroduced today, are CRUCIAL to accountability and spreading the 

decision-making power amongst the Council.  I believe in the structure of our government and the 

checks and balances put in place.  We cannot have one single person making decisions that affect 

an entire population with little recourse.  Anyone that votes ñnoò on bills 175 and 176 shares the 

responsibility and burden of any negative impacts or outcomes that stem from the decisions of the 

County Executive.  We, your constituents want you to have a say in what happens with the  

173 million in CARES act funding.  We, your constituents want you to have a say what happens 

in youth sports.  We, your constituents want you to have a say in the restrictions placed on our 

community.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Sheila Charlton:  ñCounty Council,  My name is Sheila Charlton and I have two 

daughters in the Rockwood School District, both of whom love and play sports for their school.  
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While the current, unprecedented times certainly merit precautions for our country, state, and local 

community, kids need the opportunity to safely return to schools and sports. And during these 

times, we need effective leadership that can see the big picture and balance health and safety as a 

priority, while also recognizing the needs of local business, education, and activities that support 

the health of our community and wellness of its residents. Please support Councilman Fitchôs bills 

that provide input from ALL of our ELECTED leaders on these important decisions that impact 

our community. As a lifelong resident of St. Louis, I kindly ask that you vote YES on bills 175 

and 176 being proposed at todayôs meeting.  Thank you for your consideration and help as we 

come together to keep St. Louis healthy and safe, while also being logical for residents! I appreciate 

your service and consideration for those in our community.ò 

 Ms. Annette Balzer, 1238 Palmer Creek Drive, Columbia, IL, 63326:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  I am writing on behalf of my son, Jackson, 

who attends Lutheran South High School. (We Live in Illinois but our son goes to Lutheran South) 

He is a Senior in High School and this is his last year to play high school sports. I am very 

disappointed at the decisions made by Sam Page. He is not considering the impact his decision 

will have on our students both socially as well as how it will affect their ability to have colleges 

looking at them for their athletic accomplishments. Please reconsider this decision!ò 

 Ms. Tricia Skiljan, 816 Westbrooke Meadows Court, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear St. Louis 

County Council Members,  We are pleading with you to vote yes on Bills 175 and 176.  While 

youth sports does not seem ñessentialò to some, my 17 year old son and ten year old son would 

tell you differently. They have worked hard physically and mentally to excel in their sports and 

never imagined someone could step in a take it away from them without providing the data to back 

it up. It is sad and they will suffer in more ways than they ever would have with contracting 

COVID-19. To a high school junior this is devastating and will absolutely affect his mental health  
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and many on his team. These kids have had life as theyôve known it changed beyond recognition 

and have watched the rest of the state of Missouri play each week. Please give them their sports 

seasons. Please let us decide what is healthy for our families. Please vote yes on Bills 175 and 176.  

Thank you.ò 

 Mr. Tom Paule, 724 Rose Haven Ct., Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  As the father of a 14 year old student athlete, a county 

resident and own a small business owner in Manchester I have had a vested interest in how we 

respond to Covid. In the beginning I was very understanding of the draconian measures taken. We 

knew very little about this virus. As we have learned more about who it impacts and how, my 

patience has dwindled.  Imagine this scenario that plays out in homes across the world every day.  

Sam Page goes unchecked, and the increased arrogance and smugness when questioned about 

decisions is becoming nauseating. One of the great things about how the US government works is 

we have checks and balances in place throughout every level. However our council failed us by 

giving one UNELECTED person the power to implement restrictions that impact our livelihoods, 

our mental, emotional, and physical well-being. It is time to put those checks and balances back 

into place.  As it relates to youth sports, Dr Page never provides data that support his decisions 

because he simply doesnôt have to. He gives answers that are vague and often unrelated to the 

question. He has provided no data point or goal for when restrictions can and will be lifted because 

he doesnôt have to. He is left completely unchecked. While casinos, bars, and amusement parks 

operate, our children are suffering. And truthfully there is no better contact tracing system than 

that which has been implemented by most youth sports organizations. They know who was in their 

facility and when, and have been able to head off widespread outbreaks faster than the county 

could ever hope to.  I realize this is an uphill battle. But someone on this council needs to step up 

for our kids and the citizens of St. Louis County.  Thank you.ò 
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 Paul and Stephanie Lancia, 15238 Isleview Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñDear  

Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,  As parents of three boys (2 high 

school and 1 middle school) we have some serious concerns about the choices that are being made 

at a county level on their behalf. We are concerned about the physical and emotional well being of 

our students and think that they need productive, organized, and supervised activities like sports 

this fall. Many medical organizations have encouraged sports as well as in person schooling to 

combat the isolating effects of this pandemic and particularly the physical and mental toll that it is 

having on our children. Participating in organized and supervised sports would be a way to help 

our students to be a part of a team, work toward scholarships, socialize, develop leadership skills, 

establish relationships with peers and adults, be accountable, and exercise. In this unprecedented 

year, please give our kids the chance to play sports in a productive, organized, and supervised 

manner.  Checks and balances are a cornerstone of our government and we feel like a unilateral 

decision is being made, so please support bills to correct this.  Thank you for your consideration.ò 

 Mr. Brian Olivio:  ñDear St Louis City Council Members,  I implore you to please support 

Bills 175 and 176 to restrict the power of our county executive.  No individual should have the 

ability to make such critical decisions affecting our community including our children's health 

without the proper checks and balances of a governing body.  Dear Sam Page,  With all due respect, 

it is our job and right as parents to decide what is best for our kids and whether or not they play 

sports. It is my job to keep my children SAFE, not yours. How can you receive recommendations 

from the CDC, WHO, and over 90 local pediatricians on the importance of getting these kids back 

to school and sports and not act on those recommendations? How are we the only county left in 

the state of Missouri not able to participate in competition sports.  The data in regards to COVID-

19 transmission and youth sports does not support the restrictions in place. Why are you including 

19 year olds in the data, when that age group is typically college age? Not one child has died in  
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Missouri as a result of Covid-19.  Lots of these kids will be of voting age very soon and I promise 

you they are watching and experiencing the results of your decisions. PLEASE make the right 

ones!ò 

 Ms. Karen Branstetter, 16025 Hunters Way Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñDear  

Dr Page, Council Chair Clancy and St louis County Council,  We have flattened the curve related 

to Covid-19 in teenage kids. I ask you return all kids to school and sports. The age of kids in high 

school is 14-18 not the age of 19.  Many precautions such as mask mandates, hand washing, and 

social distancing are in place for preventing the spread of Covid-19.  This is a virus that is not 

going away just like the flu.  People cannot stay in isolation for the fear you have instilled with 

your false reporting.  You should not have the right to take our rights away as a tax paying citizen 

and as parents who should be making our own decisions for our kids.  Shutting down or limiting 

St Louis County of School or Sports will just send the money out of the county.  My daughter 

plays High School Softball and is a senior.  She played all summer outside St. Louis County in a 

league preparing for her last year of high school, of which we had NO player of Covid-19.  Softball 

should be moved to a low contact sport or allowed to play.  Players have limited contact with any 

other players.  Social distancing is possible on the field and in the dugout.  The limited time spent 

in close contact is just as limited as Cross-Country running.  You are also stealing from these kids.  

They might be relying on sports to provide them to continue an education to college. Donôt take 

that opportunity from them also. The rest of the state is playing and St Louis County should have 

that opportunity also. Please return fall sports now.ò 

 Ms. Susannah B. Gill, 1339 Oak Borough Dr., Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  I understand the need for commonsense 

precautions during this epidemic. However, County ordinances are out of keeping with what we 

now know is a disease that isnôt dangerous to most. While those at risk need to take precautions,  
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our kids must go back to school and sport restrictions should be loosened. A disease that 

unfortunately kills or hospitalizes a tiny fraction of one percent of our countyôs population should 

not keep kids from the social, intellectual and physical activities they need for development, in 

school and in sports and other activities.  Sport restrictions should be loosened to allow 

competitions among several hundred people outdoors. As a Ballwin resident, Iôve felt proud and 

lucky to have access to activities that other towns have cancelled. Our family participated in the 

Triathlon, Kids Triathlon, and attended the North Pointe water park, all with commonsense 

guidelines carefully developed by our city to make this safe. We should have the opportunity to 

participate in the Moonlight Howl 5k in October too.  Do not over-regulate and kill small business. 

Our economy needs help that loosening of guidelines can provide. The ñstate of emergencyò was 

declared almost 6 months ago, and weôre well out of the woods. Hospitals better know how to treat 

this disease, and our health care system was never overwhelmed as originally feared. Ease 

restrictions and get out of the way of people living their lives.  Thank you.ò 

 Mr. Fred Surber, Brentwood, MO, 63144:  ñI think that if you are going to force some high 

school sports from competing, then you should be consistent and force all of them from competing. 

For example, the sport of cross country involves a lot of bunching up of kids before, during and 

after the race. In the private sector all long distance runs/races are being held virtually. Just be 

consistent; that's all.  I am in favor of all high school sports in St. Louis County returning and 

competing as they normally would (with currently accepted precautions in place:  screening for 

temperatures, sick kids staying home, etc.).  I am in favor of all pre-K, grade school and high 

school students in St. Louis County returning to full-time. in-person classes (with currently 

accepted precautions in place:  screening for temperatures, sick kids staying home, etc.).  Thank 

you for your time.ò 
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 Ms. Renee Korte:  ñI thought you should know before making any decisions today that 

Sam page has been manipulating the numbers to make it sound like there is a crisis among the  

15 to 19-year-olds. This is the reality. They are saying it is 37 out of 100k tested daily are positive. 

Since only 2650 is the daily average of tests run, that breaks down to 1 new case per day. Since 

they are quoting a 20% positivity rate, that means 5 kids are being tested daily and 1 comes out 

positive. The rolling average of new cases/day is around 160. One case out of 160 is aged 15ï19. 

Now please take into account that this age group also includes kids from the classes of 2019 and 

2020. This is where the bulk of the cases lie. The numbers are being manipulated. They are trying 

to make them sound a lot scarier than they actually are. That is deceitful and reprehensible.  

St. Louis County can do better than this. The irreparable harm being caused to an entire generation 

of teenagers is abhorrent. the Saint Louis county government is allowing and encouraging our 

children to become depressed anxious and unhealthy in so many more ways than any one virus 

could do. There are more calls from kids in this age group to mental health and suicide hotlineôs 

then are testing positive for the virus on a daily basis Please vote to support measures 175 and 176.  

Thank you.ò 

 Mr. David P Prange, 17242 Portland Cove Lane, Wildwood, MO, 63038:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  I am writing you today to urge you to vote 

in favor of bills 175 and 176. These bills represent what makes our country stand apart from other 

countries in the world. We are a democracy: a government by the people in which the supreme 

power is vested in the people and exercised directly by them or by their elected agents. Therefore, 

reasonably speaking, an elected man or woman should not have the power to make executive 

orders without a vote and/or without representation of the county upon which they serve. With all 

due respect, Sam Page has egregiously overstepped his role as County Executive in relating to 

these bills that have been put forward.  I appreciate your careful and thoughtful consideration to 

these bills. Thank you for your time and attention.ò  
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 Ms. Madeline Frisch:  ñMy kids donôt know how their teachers or friends feel about them.  

They think they arenôt liked, because they canôt see their teacher and friends smile behind a mask.  

They canôt see their smiles!!!  This is harmful to our childrenôs development and it must be 

stopped.  Kids need to see the faces of the people around them, they need sports and activities 

where they can interact in real life.  I should have the right as a parent to decide what sports or 

activities my children participate in.  The government is over stepping its boundaries here and it 

needs to be corrected.  vote YES on bills 175 and 176 today.  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Donna Roder:  ñDear County Council members, My name is Donna Roder and I live 

at 482 Westglen Village Drive Ballwin, MO 63021. I am writing to you all again to voice my 

concerns for our children and the need to allow them back in school and sports. I have seen 

firsthand how these closures are affecting our children.  I understand the severity of this virus in 

certain at-risk populations, but I have not seen the virus negatively affecting almost all of our 

children. What data is the Council using to make decisions on the future of our children? From 

what the CDC has published, COVID 19 is not a threat to our youth overall. And why is the 

Council including 19 year olds in the data to make decisions about our high school population? I 

do not have exact numbers, but I am fairly certain that there are very few 19 years olds in high 

school?  I am currently facilitating a pod of 5th graders whose parents work and who are unable 

to supervise their childrenôs learning. I have talked to these and many other parents and they all 

agree that virtual learning is not an appropriate learning environment for our children. Students are 

struggling with technology issues, isolation, depression, etc. The mental well-being of our children 

is very much at stake.  In addition to getting our kids back to school, we need to get them back to 

sports competitions. From what we have learned about districts outside of St. Louis County, 

schools and sports are continuing safely. In the Francis Howell school district, they have had  

11 cases out of 17,000 students total. (From Dr. Nathan Hoven, superintendent) They are also back  
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in sports safely. If sports competition were driving spikes in the virus, they would have many more 

cases.  Please consider allowing our kids back in school and sports full-time. We all know that 

based on what we have learned about COVID 19 and how to prevent the spread of it that children 

can safely return to schools. Our schools have measures in place to keep students and teachers 

safe. Thank you for your time and for putting our childrenôs futures at the top of your priorities.ò 

 Ms. Diane Southard, Des Peres, MO, 63131:  ñDuring these uncertain times, the St. Louis 

County community is looking for leadership to make well informed decisions for the benefit of 

all. Sadly, Dr. Page has not only failed to do so but through his statements and executive decisions, 

has deemed parents ill-equipped to make educated decisions for their own children. I am beyond 

baffled. I try to teach my children good comes through bad things and use everything as a learning 

opportunity. Currently, that is by me teaching my kids democracy in action through actively 

protesting ill-informed executive decisions and recommendations. Iôm also showing them the 

danger in using data that is tainted with political agendas.  Councilwoman Clancy, your social 

media asks if we want to sacrifice our children, however you fail to see you are already asking for 

St. Louis County to sacrifice their children. Or is it just her Covid deaths you are concerned about. 

Clearly you arenôt concerned about the rising number of anxiety and depression in children. In 

case you were unaware, suicide as a point of no return.  Our students are being denied FAPE And 

Dr. Page fails to share his data to back up the reasoning why. Student athletes are losing 

opportunities for college scholarships, some of these might be the only opportunity for the students 

to go to college. A true leader would look and listen and make calm decisions based on fact, not 

emotion or political agenda.  I commend Councilman Fitch for your efforts to provide much needed 

over-site. I for one am tired of playing óSam Page Saysô. game. We played your game For  

6 months. And Dr. Paige, yes people have lost their jobs, but you have been the one to decide what 

is close and what is closed - And your choices are quite confusing. Thatôs on you. Donôt make our 

kids pay the price for your decisions.  Stay well.ò  
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 Ms. Lorie Ladd:  ñDear Sir/Madam, as a St. Louis resident I ask that you listen to me and 

my neighbors. The Covid restrictions have gone on long enough. People who wish to take 

precautions should be allowed, however, the rest of us are entitled to freedom of choice. We 

demand that sports, schools, social activities, and parks resume, and without dictated requirements 

that are damaging more people than Covid ever did.  For one, masks and social distancing are 

causing anxiety and depression. Without counting real costs to people having take care of their 

kids at home.  Please listen when we tell you that these restrictions are worse than the disease.  

Thank you.ò 

 Mr. Todd Gill, 1339 Oak Borough Dr., Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis  County Council,  In the face of an unknown disease it may well be 

prudent for a government to take temporary extraordinary measures using ñemergency powersò in 

order to avert a raging epidemic.  However, the current actions of the council and, in particular, 

Sam Page have been far too great in scope and duration and must cease immediately.  Limits of 

Emergency Powers:  Emergency powers must never be indefinite in length and the duration of 

such emergency powers must also not ever be determined solely by any individual in government 

who claims the right to use those emergency powers.  The actions of this council and in particular 

of Sam Page violate both of the above criteria.  This is how dictators come to power.  Challenge 

to the idea that there is an ongoing emergency here in September 2020.  As your own 

"stlcorona.com" web site shows on its statistics page, there is NO EMERGENCY RELATED TO 

COVID-19.  Death and hospitalization numbers are ï and have been ï nearly non-existent.  And 

you bury this chart beneath some nonsense chart regarding ñnumber of casesò and ñinfection rateò 

which, as the world is also learning, is inflated by inaccurate tests and poor definitions of the tests.  

It seems that in an effort to promote fear and to justify ñemergency powersò, you are attempting 

to conflate the concept of a "confirmed case" with "a life-threatening health condition".  And still,  
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most do not understand the context of this disease with respect to the deaths and hospitalization 

due to the flu, the common cold and tuberculosis.  Therefore, I challenge the county to add much-

needed context to this statistics page by also reporting the same statistical measures for the flu and 

the common cold that they are reporting for COVID-19, and also to show reports of statistics that 

cover the last five years.  In short, this COLD is not an imminent threat to children or to healthy 

adults under 70 years old.  Everyone on the council must understand this by now.  Please stop 

further attempts to disrupt our counties schools, economy and community.  Thank you.ò 

 Mr. George Gansner, 1156 Vinetta Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63131:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy, and St. Louis County Council:  My parents said you might like to hear from kids in 

St. Louis County, so I wanted to write you.  I am 14 years old and going to Kirkwood High School. 

Every day, I learn online. I really donôt like this because my hamstrings get really tight ð I have 

to do stretches all the time.  I just make my high school team as a freshman starter. My coaches 

are very careful at practices and games with masks and making sure we are in small groups ð we 

also donôt put our bags near each other.  But we found out we werenôt going to have a season. I 

was really upset.  I really like to see my friends and get out of the house. I have fun at practices 

and games and love meeting new friends because Iôm new to this school.  Please let me play!ò 

 Ms. Molly Muschick, (Lafayette High School 2023) 2202 Stone Chimney Court, 

Wildwood, MO, 63005:  ñDear Dr. Page and St.Louis County Council,  Please let us have sports. 

I know that lots of people are angry about this decision, and I respect you for what you are doing, 

BUT I respectfully disagree with your decision. First of all, school sports are all that some kids 

have going for them to get into college with recruiting. Without the exposure, they won't get into 

college and therefore their whole life is affected for their missed opportunities. It isn't fair to them 

and especially the seniors who don't get to have the high school experience memories. These are 

memories that they cherish forever- do you really want to take that away from them? Also, without  
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school sports as a distraction and something to take up some time, kids will go off on their own 

and hang out in large groups anyways, I know this for a fact. Kids will be kids and there isn't 

anything anyone can do to stop large congregations. So with the price of cancelling sports, it really 

doesn't make sense. Please consider these arguments and think about all of the kids' lives and 

families you are affecting and how it isn't worth it. Please reconsider, thank you.ò 

 Ms. Audrey Savacool, (Lafayette High School Class of 2023) 2718 Wynncrest Manor Dr., 

Wildwood, MO, 63005:  ñDear Dr.Page and STL county council,  Thank you for keeping the health 

and safety of the community at such a high priority. While I respect you trying to limit case 

numbers, I believe you have completely disregarded what is actually best for the people of our 

community. While you are placing physical health at such high importance, it surprises me you 

don't have more regard for the mental health of students, and well as coaches and families. Sports 

are more than a competition, for some, and honestly most, it's an outlet. I personally know that it 

has saved the lives of so many people, and taking away this season is taking away countless 

opportunities, relationships, scholarships, and could have potentially detrimental effects on the 

students you are now responsible for. Not only that, but taking away seasons for so many kids is 

only going to allow them more time to party, exponentially increasing the spread. On top off all 

that, being the only area in the entire state that doesn't get to play makes me ask, why? Sometimes 

in a power of position you have to look at more than just numbers, if the numbers are even there. 

Please think about what this could do and is doing to thousands of families. Pleasae give me my 

sport back.ò 

 Mr. Bart Truitt, 562 Sunbridge Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñTo the St Louis County 

Council-  Help us to understand what data Sam Page and others are using to keep St Louis County 

High School students from playing sports. According to the St Louis Sports Medicine Covid-19 

Task Force (utilizing weekly refreshed data from the US, State of MO and St Louis County), they  
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have developed and adjusted return to sports recommendations. Further, regional data shows and 

supports there has been ZERO evidence of Covid 19 spread from any athletic events. How can we 

not change this ï at the very least for a trial period.  In sum, I have two questions:  1. With the 

wealth of medical expertise and evidence supporting in the Task Force and their conclusion, why 

are we not following their guidelines?  2. What data is Sam Page using and not sharing to support 

his position?  This mandate is adversely affecting St Louis County athletes, not only physically 

but emotioinally as well. Further, many students are relying on scholarships to gain admission and 

pay for college. This impacts students of color even more.  #letthemplay  Thank you.ò 

 Ms. Jennifer Barker, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear County Executive Sam Page and County 

Council,  We are in desperate need of representation!  1) Abolish the mask mandates. No one 

believes that lie anymore.  2) Let Children play sports, they are young and healthy and the parents 

that are scared about Covid can opt out.  Kids need sports, stop playing God.  3) No more 

occupancy limitations, we are smart enough to stay home if we are scared.  4) All children need 

school IN PERSON!  Since you are unable to show us the numbers, then kids should be getting 

the education they deserve!  5) STOP HIDING FROM US, ALL COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING 

SHOULD BE IN PERSON!  6) Inform the public what Accenture Federal Service is?  Who or 

what are they and what roll will they play?  They will Receive $20.2 million in diverted state with 

holdings taxes from Missouri?? Please explain!  7) Why are you wanting  funding  for outside 

counsel, Lewis Rice to work against us?  why? Is that who helped draft this latest mask mandate?  

8) Tell us why we are receiving more grant money for contract tracers? Until March 31, 2022????  

9) We want 100 percent visibility to where and how much money is being spent that you received 

from the Cares Act.  10) Emergency Orders should have a term to them, not unlimited power 

forever.  Our council needs to vote YES for bills 175 and 176 put limits to  "Emergency Ordersò.ò 
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 Mr. Nathan Bisch, 16831 Hickory Trails Lane, Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñCouncilman - 

Mr. Mark Harder,  Dear Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council,  Good 

afternoon distinguished members of the St. Louis County Council and thank you for reading my 

letter. It is my sincere hope and expectation that you will hear the voices of my fellow St. Louis 

County residents who address you today and take into account seriously what we are asking.  Our 

goal is simple:  LET THEM PLAY!  We want our kids back on the fields and courts competing.  

One man, in this case Dr. Sam Page, should not have the sole authority to determine if this will be 

allowed or not.  Why as parents do we want this in the middle of a pandemic?  Simple.  Science 

tells us that while kids and teenagers can and will contract COVID-19, it is much less harmful to 

them than other groups of people. In fact, other counties across the state have been playing youth 

sports during the pandemic and doing so very successfully with very few if any cases.  There are 

many scientific studies showing the benefits of competition and physical activity. We as 

responsible parents, athletic directors and coaches should be able to determine if our kids should 

return to the fields and courts.  One man should not have this much power.  If a parent, athletic 

director or coach does not feel comfortable having their kids play, they have the right to opt out.  

Our kids are more susceptible to mental illness and depression when not given the opportunity to 

compete and socialize in a safe environment.  What are we asking for today?  We ask that all 

members of the council vote YES on bills 175 and 176.  We ask that you override what Dr. Sam 

Page has put in place and immediately let our kids safely return to some sense of normalcy on the 

fields and courts of St. Louis County.  Give them an opportunity to finish their senior seasons or 

start their freshman careers.  Do not take from them the chance at a scholarship or just the 

opportunity to compete with and against their friends. They have all worked very hard for years to 

get these opportunities.  Let's not let one man determine how we should proceed.  We, as one 

community, can come together and do this responsibly and successfully for our kids and their  
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health.  COVID-19 is not going away any time soon, so let's figure out a way to live with this while 

making responsible choices.  Thank you again for taking the time to read my letter and I pray that 

you do the right thing for our community and our kids. In this case.  LET THEM PLAY!ò 

 Ms. Celeste Witzel:  ñWhen STL CO citizens leave their homes these past months during 

Covid, they encounter citizens working the ñfront linesò as private sector employees.  These 

employees include doctors; nurses; hospital administrators, clerks and technical staff; fast food 

workers; big box store employees at Target, Samôs, Walmart, CostCo, Best Buy, etc.; department 

store employees at Macyôs, JC Penney, Kohls, SteinMart, TJ Maxx, etc.; Quick Trips; 7-11ôs etc.; 

gas stations; restaurant workers including waiters, cooks, greeters, busboys; and our amazing 

grocery store employees including checkers and stockers; food service; truckers and delivery 

people; food pantry volunteers, and on and on.  Thousands of citizen employees working every 

day to keep STL CO, and our country, going.  Strangely absent from this list of employees who 

are working the front lines alongside citizens are library employees of our STL CO libraries.  

Citizens are not allowed into libraries, even though citizens can enter all the aforementioned 

locations.  The question is ñWhat do library employees know that everyone else showing up for 

work doesnôt know?ò  Are library employees privy to information about covid that precludes them 

from working with we citizens inside our libraries, out of extreme safety concerns?  If so, then 

why isnôt this information shared with we who pay their salaries?  If library employees arenôt privy 

to covid information that precludes them from working directly with we citizens, then why arenôt 

library employees doing so?  Why do library employees enjoy special privileges by not having to 

interact with citizens inside the library, like employees in private industry are doing?  The same 

can be asked of ALL STLCO employees who continue to work from home, while private sector 

employees face the general public EVERYDAY.  Why have library and STLCO employees 

become a óprotected classô, who are more ópreciousô than private sector employees?  If STLCO  
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and library employees arenôt needed, then lay them off the same as what happened to private sector 

employees.  Otherwise, return to work, library employees, and STLCO employees, and face the 

general public the same as the private sector employees are doing every single day.  Weôre tired 

of your privilege, and of paying your salaries to ñwork from homeò, with no end in sight.  You 

should not be treated ñspecialò.  You already have a guaranteed ñjob for lifeò and a pension that 

private sector employees donôt  enjoy.   Citizens are growing tired of your privilege.ò 

There being no other comments to be read for the Public Forum, Chairwoman Clancy 

ordered the Public Forum closed. 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS  

 

 

BILL NO. 209, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CLANCY, ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ACCEPT A GRANT OF UP 

TO $49,798.40 FROM THE MISSOURI VETERANS COMMISSION; 

APPROPRIATING THE SAME FOR SUPPORT OF VARIOUS SERVICES FOR 

VETERANS PROVIDED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES; 

AND AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 

SERVICES TO EXECUTE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS. 

 

BILL READ. 
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BILL NO. 210, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CLANCY, ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ACCEPT A GRANT OF UP 

TO $135,016 FROM THE EAST-WEST GATEWAY COUNCIL OF 

GOVERNMENTS; APPROPRIATING THE SAME FOR SUPPORT OF THE 

CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE COORDINATOR POSITION AT THE  

ST. LOUIS FUSION CENTER; AND AUTHORIZING THE SUPERINTENDENT 

OF POLICE TO EXECUTE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS. 

 

BILL READ. 

 

 

 

 

BILL NO. 211, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CLANCY, ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ACCEPT FOUR GRANTS IN 

A COMBINED AMOUNT OF UP TO $731,350 FROM THE MISSOURI 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, DIVISION OF HIGHWAY SAFETY, 

WITH THE FUNDS FROM TWO OF THE GRANTS BEING SUBJECT TO 

MATCHING REQUIREMENTS; APPROPRIATING THE SAME FOR SUPPORT 

OF VARIOUS ENFORCEMENT UNITS WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF 

POLICE; AND AUTHORIZING THE SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE TO 

EXECUTE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS. 

 

BILL READ. 
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BILL NO. 212, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS DUNAWAY AND WALTON 

GRAY, ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO EXECUTE A COST-SHARE 

AGREEMENT WITH THE MISSOURI HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

COMMISSION TO PROVIDE FOR THE COUNTY TO CONTRIBUTE FUNDS 

TO SUPPORT CONSTRUCTION OF IMPROVEMENTS TO INTERSTATE 270 

BETWEEN LINDBERGH BOULEVARD AND ROUTE 367 BY THE MISSOURI 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION.   

 

BILL READ. 

 

 

 

 

BILL NO. 213, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS DAYS, FITCH AND 

HARDER, ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 27,772 BY REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING 

SECTION 1 AND SECTION 5 PERTAINING TO FUNDS RECEIVED 

PURSUANT TO THE CORONAVIRUS AID, RELIEF, AND ECONOMIC 

SECURITY (CARES) ACT. 

 

BILL READ. 
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BILL NO. 214, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER FITCH, ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AUTHORIZING ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MISSOURI, TO ISSUE ITS TAXABLE 

INDUSTRIAL REVENUE BONDS (GREY EAGLE DISTRIBUTORS PROJECT), 

SERIES 2020, IN A PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $21,500,000 FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FUNDS TO PAY THE COSTS OF ACQUIRING 

AND CONSTRUCTING AN INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT IN THE 

COUNTY; APPROVING A PLAN FOR THE PROJECT; AND AUTHORIZING 

THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION TO 

ENTER INTO CERTAIN AGREEMENTS AND TAKE CERTAIN OTHER 

ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE ISSUANCE OF THE BONDS. 

 

BILL READ. 

 

 

 

 

PERFECTION OF BILLS  

 

 

BILL NO. 20, 2019, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HARDER, ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AMENDING CHAPTER 104, TITLE I SLCRO 1974 AS AMENDED, ñOFFICES 

AND OFFICERS,ò BY REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING SECTIONS 104.020, 

104.030, 104.040 AND 104.050, EACH PERTAINING TO FILLING VACANCIES 

IN VARIOUS OFFICES. 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILMAN HARDER AND THERE BEING NO OBJECTION, 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY ORDERED BILL NO. 20, 2019, HELD ON THE PERFECTION 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
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BILL NO. 32, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER TRAKAS, ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AMENDING TITLE VII, CHAPTER 716 SLCRO 1974 AS AMENDED, ñPETTY 

OFFENSES CODEò BY REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING SECTIONS 716.080 

AND 716.090, PERTAINING TO PROHIBITION OF CERTAIN ACTS OF 

SOLICITATION. 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILMAN TRAKAS AND THERE BEING NO OBJECTION, 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY ORDERED BILL NO. 32, 2020, HELD ON THE PERFECTION 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

 

 

 

 

BILL NO. 175, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS FITCH AND HARDER 

ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

CALLING AND PROVIDING FOR THE HOLDING OF AN ELECTION IN  

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ON THE THIRD DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2020, FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF ST. LOUIS 

COUNTY A PROPOSITION TO AMEND THE ST. LOUIS COUNTY 

CHARTER TO PROVIDE THAT IN THE EVENT OF A PANDEMIC, NO 

STATE OF EMERGENCY DECLARED BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

PERTAINING THERETO SHALL EXTEND FOR A DURATION BEYOND 

THE FIFTEENTH DAY FOLLOWING THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF SUCH 

DECLARATION UNLESS THE COUNTY COUNCIL BY A TWO-THIRDS 

MAJORITY VOTE ADOPTS A RESOLUTION APPROVING EXTENSION OF 

SUCH ORDER AND SETTING FORTH THE DURATION THAT THE STATE 

OF EMERGENCY SHALL REMAIN EFFECTIVE. 
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Bill No. 175 ï Continued 

 

 

SUBSTITUTE BILL NO. 1 FOR BILL NO. 175, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

FITCH AND HARDER ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AMENDING TITLE VII, CHAPTER 703 SLCRO 1974 AS AMENDED  

ñST. LOUIS COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CODE,ò BY 

REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING SECTION 703.070 PERTAINING TO 

DUTIES OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE DURING A STATE OF 

EMERGENCY AND STATE OF EMERGENCY DECLARATIONS DUE TO A 

PANDEMIC. 

 

BILL READ. 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILMAN FITCH, SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN HARDER FOR THE 

ADOPTION OF SUBSTITUTE BILL NO. 1 FOR BILL NO. 175, 2020.  AFTER A VOICE VOTE, 

ROLL CALL WAS REQUESTED.  UPON ROLL CALL, THE VOTE WAS AS FOLLOWS: 

 

YEAS:  DAYS, FITCH, HARDER 

NAYS: DUNAWAY, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS 

ABSENT: NONE 

 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY DECLARED THE MOTION TO ADOPT SUBSTITUTE BILL NO. 1 

FOR BILL NO. 175, 2020, FAILED. 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILMAN FITCH AND THERE BEING NO OBJECTION, CHAIRWOMAN 

CLANCY ORDERED BILL NO. 175, 2020, HELD ON THE PERFECTION ORDER OF 

BUSINESS. 

 

Prior to the voice vote, Councilman Trakas stated:  ñMadam Chair, discussion?ò 

 

Chairwoman Clancy:  ñYes.  Councilman Trakas.ò 
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Councilman Trakas:  ñThank you.  Madam Chair, by now, each of us has received, and I 

would hope read, the memorandum from the County Counselorôs office concerning the, what 

amounts to nothing less, the legal infirmities and frailties with Bills 175 and 176.  So at this point, 

I think, I would ask that the motion be withdrawn and Bills 175 and 176 be dropped, that new bills 

be introduced that pass the legal muster so that whatever this body considers and votes on is 

actually enforceable.  It is clear based on the opinion of the County Counselorôs office that  

Bills 175 and 176 as written have, as I said, many legal frailties and would be, if passed, 

unenforceable.  As such, it makes no sense for this body to continue to consider them.  So I would, 

again, finalize my comments by simply saying the proper course is to withdraw the motion, drop 

these bills and ask the County Counselorôs office to draft bills that will pass legal scrutiny.  Thank 

you, Madam Chair.ò 

 

Councilman Fitch:  ñMadam Chair?ò 

 

Chairwoman Clancy:  ñYes.  Councilman Fitch.ò 

 

Councilman Fitch:  ñThank you.  While I appreciate Councilman Trakasô arguments.  We 

just received this, or at least I just received this just a few minutes before our meeting started.  And 

it may be a question for the County Counselorôs office.  I thought that was sent to me.  Was it sent 

to everyone on the Council?ò 

 

County Counselor Beth Orwick:  ñCouncilman Fitch, yes, everyone received a copy.ò 

 

Councilman Fitch:  ñOkay.  So what time do you show that everyone received that?ò 

 

County Counselor Orwick:  ñThey received them hours ago.ò 

 

 Councilman Fitch:  ñHours agoé.ò 

 

 County Counselor Orwick:  ñSame time as you did.ò 

 

 Councilman Fitch:  ñRight before the meeting started.ò 

 

 County Counselor Orwick:  ñCorrect.ò 
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 Councilman Fitch:  ñOkay, so my issue with this is if you donôt agree with the legislation 

and the argument is that thereôs a legal argument, again, remember who the legal argument comes 

from.  It comes from Sam Pageôs County Counselorôs office.  So the County Counselor herself is 

appointed by the County Executive.  Theyôre the ones saying thereôs no legal basis to be able to 

proceed with this.  We, as a Council, can decide that thatôs not accurate, that thatôs an opinion of 

theirs.  So thatôs my comments on this and I would just say that we should have a vote on this and 

if you donôt feel like you can support it, then your vote will reflect that, and then we would go from 

there.  Thatôs my comments, Madam Chair.ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñCouncilman Fitch, you just acknowledged that you received this 

legal opinion just moments before our meeting started.  Were you planning on sharing that with 

the rest of the Council prior to the vote?ò 

 

 Councilman Fitch:  ñAbsolutely.  If I have a chance to.  You mean prior to the vote?  I 

mean, thatôs why I just asked the question, óDid everybody else receive it?ô  Now that I have the 

answer, no I donôt need to share it.ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñOkay.  It appears though that you were going to urge, as you did, 

you were asking for a vote anyway even though you acknowledged that perhaps (inaudible) under 

your impression you were the only one that even received that communication so thatôs concerning 

to me in and of itself.ò 

 

 Councilman Fitch:  ñI appreciate thaté.ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñI share Councilman Trakasô concerns about the enforceability of 

this ordinance and I think fundamentally it comes down to a question whether or not the Charter 

allows the County Council to limit executive authority via ordinance.  And I believe that the 

opinion of the Counselorôs office and my own read, and perhaps Councilman Trakasô read, too, 

as a lawyer, says that it doesnôt.  So I think thereôs some serious legal flaws with this and we need 

to respect our County Charter.  Is there any other questions or comments?ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñMadam Chair?ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñYes.  Councilwoman Days.ò 
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 Councilwoman Days:  ñYes, and I would also like to say while we were on the meeting, or 

at least while I was on the meeting and trying to get on the meeting, is when I received this 

information.  So I have not had an opportunity to even look at this and have some opportunity to 

digest what is being said here.  So I think that in itself is a, should have been done prior to.  This 

is not a new, I think the County Counselôs office drafted this information.  If there were issues with 

that, then perhaps they should have indicated that to us earlier than this.  But itôs difficult for me 

to listen to the people on this call or during comments to this body and try to read a legal opinion 

as well.  So, I donôt know where that puts everybody, but I think itôs a bit disingenuous to send us 

something while weôre in the middle of a meeting.ò 

 

 County Counselor Orwick:  ñMadam Chair, may I address that?ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñYes, go ahead.ò 

 

 County Counselor Orwick:  ñThank you.  Madam Chair, just for a timeline for just factual 

for everyone.  We received the sub bills from Councilman Fitch at the end of last week.  We have 

spent time putting into this.  It is a very complex legal issue.  And while I regretted to not get to 

everyone prior to the meeting, I will remind everyone this is an early meeting and we pushed it out 

as soon as we can because we wanted you to have that information.  We did not send that memo 

without knowing that Councilman Fitch was going to include this (inaudible) for the legislation 

packet for this week.  And so thatôs just the timeline and some facts for you.  Thank you.ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñThank you, Beth.ò 

 

 Councilman Trakas:  ñMadam Chair, if I may?ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñYes.  Councilman Trakas.ò 

 

 Councilman Trakas:  ñJust as a (inaudible) and a response to Councilman Fitchôs 

comments, I appreciate the fact that heôs made the case for us now as to why this body needs its 

own lawyer and perhaps going forward, we can consider a Charter amendment to that effect.  But 

until that happens under the Charter, our lawyer is, in fact, the County Counselorôs office and 

their opinion is at least worthy of consideration.  So, at minimum, both of these bills should be 

held pending review by Council members so that they have time to digest whatôs in the 

memorandum.ò 
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 Councilwoman Days:  ñMadam Chair, may I say something here?  Let me aské.ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñYes, Councilwoman Days, go ahead.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñLet me ask for a procedural because I think this is on Perfection, 

is that correct?ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñIt is correct, yes.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñIt is on Perfection so there will be another step past this point to 

address the issues that have been brought up by the County Counselor.  Is that correct?ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñYes.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñThank you.ò 

 

 Councilman Harder:  ñMadam Chair?ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñCouncilman Harder.ò 

 

 Councilman Harder:  ñ(inaudible) listening outside of this call, why you think and why 

your office thinks this bill the way itôs written, and 176, is not enforceable when all weôre doing is 

changing an existing ordinance.ò 

 

 County Counselor Orwick:  ñCouncilman Harder, I appreciate your question.  However, 

it would be inappropriate for me to give privileged and confidential attorney-client information in 

a public meeting, especially an open session such as this.ò 

 

 Councilman Harder:  ñBut youôve communicated your opinion to the board and thatôs a 

public document as well, correct?ò 

 

 County Counselor Orwick:  ñActually itôs not a public document.  Itôs a privileged and 

confidential attorney-client communication and is meant for your benefit as the Council.ò 

 

 Councilman Harder:  ñOkay.ò 
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 Councilman Trakas:  ñMadam Chair?ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñCouncilman Trakas.ò 

 

 Councilman Trakas:  ñThank you.  Just as a reminder, this body not long ago precipitously 

voted to give $173.5 million at once and ceded its authority and oversight over those monies and 

weôre faced with a similar question now.  I think that it is the proper course to, at minimum, hold 

these bills until every member has had an opportunity to read the memo and draw their own 

conclusions.  The fact that itôs up for Perfection is really secondary, if not tertiary.  The simple 

fact of the matter is we have an opinion that both bills are unenforceable as written and have both 

legal problems with the Charter and state law.  So I think the prudent course at this point is to 

defer any vote on adoption of the sub bills or perfection until each member is satisfied themselves 

that they have had an opportunity to digest the legal opinion and make an informed decision there 

all.  Thank you, Madam Chair.ò 

 

 Councilman Fitch:  ñMadam Chair, a follow up?ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñCouncilman Fitch.ò 

 

 Councilman Fitch:  ñWhile I appreciate the request to delay, we do have another full week 

to digest that information and make any other substitute bills or withdraw them or drop them, 

whatever it may be.  I do believe that this is strategy to delay this.  I think weôve heard enough 

from the public that theyôre very interested in getting this issue resolved as quickly as possible and 

I think that we need to take this up today.  And if you donôt feel comfortable voting for it, vote no.  

Thatôs how I feel.  Thank you.ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñI saw Councilwoman Dunaway first and then weôll go to 

Councilwoman Days.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñYes.  Thank you.ò 
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 Councilwoman Dunaway:  ñSo I, you know, in looking at the legislation before getting the 

legal opinion today and the predecessor legislation, as I understand these two pieces of legislation, 

Iôm being asked to give this Council more authority in a future pandemic than the County 

Executive, who normally would be elected, in part to lead in a time of crisis, and more authority 

than our Department of Public Health leaders.  As I further see this, the representatives of the 

political party that has consistently downplayed the seriousness of the pandemic, mocked litigation 

efforts as simple as wearing a mask, washing your hands and maintaining social distance, now 

want us to believe that they should have an outsized voice in deciding how to proceed in a future 

public health crisis.  Because I believe in science, respect the expertise of our public health and 

healthcare professionals, and recognize that we are in the middle of an actual global health crisis, 

a pandemic around the globe, not just here, this is not made up, I simply could not be more 

disgusted by the politicization of these mitigation efforts that couldôve and will continue to slow 

the spread of this virus.  I think we all really need to think about what these two bills are really 

about anyway.  And Iôm fine with Councilman Fitchôs request to carry on with the vote today.ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñCouncilwoman Days.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñThank you.  Let me go back to the Counsel Orwickôs statement, 

and I believe, did she indicate that she gave this information to everyone on the Council?  Is that 

what you said, Beth?ò 

 

 County Counselor Orwick:  ñYes.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñAnd so if this was information for Councilman Fitch, does that not 

violate what youôve just said about the confidentiality of that if you gave it to everybody?  Iôm just 

asking the question because it seems a little odd to me if this was directed to him and then it would 

be given to everybody else, then Iôm not following the attorney-client privilege here.  Iôm not 

following that.  So help me here.ò 

 

 County Counselor Orwick:  ñCorrect.  Now Councilman Fitch (inaudible) it would be in 

the legislative packet for today.  So it was appropriate for all of you to know our legal opinion on 

this as he has made it into the packet for consideration by everyone on the Council.  Therefore, it 

is important for everyone on the Council to understand the ramifications of a piece of legislation.  

Prior to something being introduced to the entire Council, there would be a different situation 

where we work with someone.  But the Council is the client, and in this case since the legislation 

is going to the entire Council, it was important for everyone on the Council to know that opinion.ò  
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Bill No. 175 ï Continued 

 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñSo now again, tell me what the attorney-client privilege statement 

that you just made, what did that mean?  You just indicated, I believe to Councilman Harder, that 

you couldnôt say anything because of attorney-client privilege.  Did I not hear that right?  I didnôt 

hear that right, right? 

 

 County Counselor Orwick:  ñI canôt give, Iôm not going to give a legal opinion in an open 

meeting.  The County is my client.  St. Louis County is the client of the County Counselorôs office.  

However, I am not going to give a legal opinion in an open session meeting.  Thatôs what I was 

talking about before.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñOkay.  Thank you.ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñCouncilman Trakas.ò 

 

 Councilman Trakas:  ñJust in response to Councilman Fitchôs last comment, I think what 

the public wants, indeed what the public expects and demands, is this body pass legislation thatôs 

legally enforceable, not legislation thatôs simply going to get rejected whenever itôs challenged.  

So I think itôs our duty to pass legislation, consider and pass legislation that ultimately is going to 

be legally enforceable.  Thank you.ò 

 

 Councilman Fitch:  ñJust a follow-up to that.ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñCouncilman Fitch.ò 

 

 Councilman Fitch:  ñAnd I would bet you that if we do some sort of sub or drop this and 

come up with two new bills, there will be continued arguments from the County Counselorôs office 

that itôs not legal, we have no authority to do that.  Thatôs just the direction that weôve headed 

with this entire conversation.  So I donôt know that itôs going to make any difference by redrafting 

something that will work because I think when you ask the County Counselor redraft something 

that will work, theyôre going to say, óSorry, canôt do it.  You have no authority to change the County 

Executiveôs emergency orders or the Department of Public Health orders.ô  And thatôs probably 

exactly going to be what their argumentôs going to be no matter what we change it to.  So letôs 

have the vote.  Letôs decide who thinks that we should move forward and who thinks that we 

shouldnôt, and let the public know.ò 
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 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñCouncilman Fitch, I disagree with that because you will recall that 

the original version of this bill was as a Charter amendment.  There were no disputes from the 

County Counselorôs office about the legality of that.  Iôm curious about why you ended up not 

moving forward that way, and not only did not end up moving forward that way, but never called 

for a vote in the matter that you are today.ò 

 

 Councilman Fitch:  ñThere was no legal opinion requested on that original legislation.  

Thatôs why you didnôt hear from the County Counselorôs office on that.ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñI talked to the County Counselorôs office about the legality of that 

and it was not as questionable as what youôre proposing today.ò 

 

 Councilman Fitch:  ñDid you share that with all of us?ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñIt was a privileged communication.  It didnôt even involve an 

email.ò 

 

 Councilman Fitch:  ñBetween you and the County Counselor, or you and all of us and the 

County Counselor?ò 

 

 Chairwoman Clancy:  ñMyself and the County Counselor in the same manner that you 

might speak with the County Counselorôs office.  So it appears, Councilman Fitch, it appears that 

you are not willing to entertain a compromise to hold the bill as our colleagues are suggesting 

and you would like to continue with your motion.  So if thatôs the case, we can vote this up or 

down.ò 

 

 

 

 

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 248                                      September 15, 2020 

Perfection of Bills ï Continued 

 

 

BILL NO. 176, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS FITCH AND HARDER 

ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

CALLING AND PROVIDING FOR THE HOLDING OF AN ELECTION IN  

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ON THE THIRD DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2020, FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF ST. LOUIS 

COUNTY A PROPOSITION TO AMEND THE ST. LOUIS COUNTY 

CHARTER TO PROVIDE THAT IN THE EVENT OF A PANDEMIC, NO 

PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER ISSUED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH PERTAINING THERETO SHALL 

EXTEND FOR A DURATION BEYOND THE FIFTEENTH DAY FOLLOWING 

THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF SUCH ORDER UNLESS THE COUNTY 

COUNCIL BY A TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY VOTE ADOPTS A RESOLUTION 

APPROVING EXTENSION OF SUCH ORDER AND SETTING FORTH THE 

DURATION THAT THE STATE OF EMERGENCY OR ORDER SHALL 

REMAIN EFFECTIVE. 

 

 

SUBSTITUTE BILL NO. 1 FOR BILL NO. 176, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

FITCH AND HARDER ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AMENDING TITLE VI, CHAPTER 600 SLCRO 1974 AS AMENDED 

ñDEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH,ò BY REPEALING AND RE-

ENACTING SECTION 600.030 PERTAINING TO THE DUTIES OF THE 

DIRECTOR AND PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS ISSUED BY THE DIRECTOR 

RELATED TO A PANDEMIC. 

 

BILL READ. 
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MOVED BY COUNCILMAN FITCH, SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN HARDER FOR THE 

ADOPTION OF SUBSTITUTE BILL NO. 1 FOR BILL NO. 176, 2020.  AFTER A VOICE VOTE, 

ROLL CALL WAS REQUESTED.  UPON ROLL CALL, THE VOTE WAS AS FOLLOWS: 

 

YEAS:  DAYS, FITCH, HARDER 

NAYS: DUNAWAY, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS 

ABSENT: NONE 

 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY DECLARED THE MOTION TO ADOPT SUBSTITUTE BILL NO. 1 

FOR BILL NO. 176, 2020, FAILED. 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILMAN FITCH AND THERE BEING NO OBJECTION, CHAIRWOMAN 

CLANCY ORDERED BILL NO. 176, 2020, HELD ON THE PERFECTION ORDER OF 

BUSINESS. 

 

After the roll call vote was announced, Councilman Fitch stated, ñMadam Chair, can I just 

have one last conversation is what I look forward to from members of the Council is that youôre 

truly interested in having any oversight of the orders from the County Executive and the 

Department of Public Health, that you provide some input, provide some comments on how that 

would work.  If I hear nothing, Iôm going to assume that you have no interest in doing that.  So Iôd 

be interested in hearing that.  Thank you, Madam Chair.ò 

 

Councilwoman Dunaway:  ñMadam Chair, may I?ò 

 

Chairwoman Clancy:  ñYes.  Councilwoman Dunaway.ò 

 

Councilwoman Dunaway:  ñWe do have an Oversight Committee and we meet biweekly to 

go through the budget, where the money is being spent, where community leaders have shown us 

the money needs to be spent, and just because certain members of this Council refuse to participate 

and engage in that process does not mean there is no oversight and no accountability that is 

happening with the CARES Act money.ò 

 

Councilman Fitch:  ñThis is not about a discussion about the CARES Act money.  This is 

about oversight of states of emergency and oversight of public health orders, not oversight of the 

CARES Act money.  Two different issues.  Thank you for your input and I look forward to input 

from all of you that want to participate.ò  
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Bill No. 176 ï Continued 

 

 

Councilman Trakas:  ñMadam Chair?ò 

 

Chairwoman Clancy:  ñYes.  Councilman Trakas.ò 

 

Councilman Trakas:  ñI just want to say on the record that Iôm interested in and will 

vigorously support any legislation with respect to limiting executive power that is legally 

enforceable.  What I will not waste this bodyôs time on is legislation that ultimately, if challenged, 

is going to fail in the courts.  I think itôs our duty to consider legally enforceable legislation in the 

subsequent ordinances that flow from that.  Thank you.ò 

 

Chairwoman Clancy:  ñAll right, moving on.ò 

 

 

 

 

BILL NO. 198, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CLANCY ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AMENDING CHAPTER 107, TITLE I SLCRO 1974 AS AMENDED, 

ñPURCHASING,ò BY REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING SECTION 107.401 

PERTAINING TO APPLICATION OF CONE OF SILENCE. 

 

THERE BEING NO OBJECTION, CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY ORDERED BILL NO. 198, 2020, 

HELD ON THE PERFECTION ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

 

 Prior to making her motion, Councilwoman Clancy stated:  ñWe will be having a hearing 

about this bill.  Hopefully it will be scheduled later this week.ò 

 

 

 

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 251                                      September 15, 2020 

Perfection of Bills ï Continued 

 

 

BILL NO. 205, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CLANCY ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ACCEPT A GRANT OF UP 

TO $333,718 FROM THE MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES, 

DIVISION OF YOUTH SERVICES SUBJECT TO A LOCAL MATCH 

REQUIREMENT; APPROPRIATING THE SAME FOR SUPPORT OF THE 

FAMILY COURTôS JUVENILE COURT DIVERSION PROGRAM; AND 

AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS OF THE FAMILY 

COURT TO EXECUTE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS. 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILWOMAN CLANCY, SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN DAYS, FOR 

PERFECTION OF BILL NO. 205, 2020.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY DECLARED BILL NO. 205, 2020, PERFECTED. 

 

 

 

 

BILL NO. 206, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CLANCY ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AMENDING CHAPTER 803, TITLE VIII SLCRO 1974 AS AMENDED, 

ñAMUSEMENTS,ò BY REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING SECTIONS 

803.010 AND 803.020 PERTAINING TO LICENSE TAXES IMPOSED UPON 

CERTAIN AMUSEMENT FACILITIES, SHOWS AND PROFESSIONAL 

PERFORMANCES. 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILWOMAN CLANCY, SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN WALTON 

GRAY, FOR PERFECTION OF BILL NO. 206, 2020.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY DECLARED BILL NO. 206, 2020, PERFECTED. 
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BILL NO. 207, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CLANCY ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ACCEPT A GRANT OF UP 

TO $71,150 FROM THE MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 

SENIOR SERVICES; APPROPRIATING THE SAME FOR SUPPORT OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTHôS EPIDEMIOLOGY AND 

LABORATORY CAPACITY (ELC) CARES PROJECT; AND AUTHORIZING 

THE ACTING DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO 

EXECUTE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS. 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILWOMAN CLANCY, SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN WALTON 

GRAY, FOR PERFECTION OF BILL NO. 207, 2020.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY DECLARED BILL NO. 207, 2020, PERFECTED. 

 

 

 

 

BILL NO. 208, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HARDER ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AMENDING TITLE XII SLCRO 1974 AS AMENDED, "TRAFFIC CODE," BY 

ENACTING AND ADDING ONE PROVISION TO SCHEDULE IX. 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILMAN HARDER, SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN FITCH, FOR 

PERFECTION OF BILL NO. 208, 2020.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY DECLARED BILL NO. 208, 2020, PERFECTED. 
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BILL NO. 320, 2019, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CLANCY, ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AMENDING CHAPTER 716, TITLE VII SLCRO 1974 AS AMENDED, ñPETTY 

OFFENSES CODE,ò BY REPEALING SECTIONS 716.080 AND 716.090, 

PERTAINING TO VAGRANCY. 

 

THERE BEING NO OBJECTION, CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY ORDERED BILL NO. 320, 2019, 

HELD ON THE FINAL PASSAGE ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

 

 

 

 

SUBSTITUTE BILL NO. 2 FOR BILL NO. 385, 2019, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DUNAWAY, ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AMENDING CHAPTER 1202 OF TITLE XII SLCRO 1974, AS AMENDED, 

"TRAFFIC CODE," BY REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING SECTION 1202.010 

PERTAINING TO DEFINITIONS; AMENDING CHAPTER 1210, TITLE XII 

SLCRO 1974 AS AMENDED, "REGULATIONS FOR BICYCLISTS, BY 

REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING SECTION 1210.050 AND ADDING A 

NEW SECTION 1210.055, PERTAINING TO RIDING BICYCLES ON 

ROADWAYS; AND AMENDING CHAPTER 1212, TITLE XII SLCRO 1974 AS 

AMENDED BY ADDING AND ENACTING A NEW SECTION 1212.175 AND 

A NEW SECTION 1212.200, PERTAINING, RESPECTIVELY, TO DRIVERS 

PASSING BICYCLISTS AND TO VULNERABLE ROAD USERS. 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILWOMAN DUNAWAY AND THERE BEING NO OBJECTION, 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY ORDERED SUBSTITUTE BILL NO 2 FOR BILL NO. 385, 2019, 

HELD ON THE FINAL PASSAGE ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
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BILL NO. 14, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS TRAKAS, DAYS, 

DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY AND HARDER, ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AMENDING CHAPTER 1008 SLCRO 1974 AS AMENDED, ñFLOODPLAIN 

MANAGEMENT REGULATIONSò BY REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING 

SECTIONS 1008.020 AND 1008.050, PERTAINING TO REGULATORY 

FLOODWAYS. 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILMAN TRAKAS AND THERE BEING NO OBJECTION, 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY ORDERED BILL NO. 14, 2020, HELD ON THE FINAL PASSAGE 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

 

 

 

 

BILL NO. 76, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS DUNAWAY AND HARDER, 

ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE ON BEHALF OF ST. LOUIS 

COUNTY, MISSOURI, TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION AND EXECUTE 

NECESSARY DOCUMENTS TO JOIN THE MISSOURI CLEAN ENERGY 

DISTRICT. 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILWOMAN DUNAWAY AND  THERE BEING NO OBJECTION, 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY ORDERED BILL NO. 76, 2020, HELD ON THE FINAL PASSAGE 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
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BILL NO. 196, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER DAYS ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO EXECUTE A FUEL SALES 

CONTRACT AND UP TO THREE SUBSEQUENT RENEWALS WITH THE 

CITY OF MOLINE ACRES, MISSOURI. 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILWOMAN DAYS, SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN HARDER, FOR 

FINAL PASSAGE OF BILL NO. 196, 2020.  UPON ROLL CALL, THE VOTE WAS AS 

FOLLOWS:  

 
YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 

 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY DECLARED BILL NO. 196, 2020, FINALLY PASSED. 
 

 

 

 

BILL NO. 197, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER DAYS ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO EXECUTE AN 

AUTOMOTIVE AND EQUIPMENT REPAIR CONTRACT, AND UP TO 

THREE SUBSEQUENT RENEWALS, WITH THE CITY OF MOLINE ACRES, 

MISSOURI. 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILWOMAN DAYS, SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN HARDER, FOR 

FINAL PASSAGE OF BILL NO. 197, 2020.  UPON ROLL CALL, THE VOTE WAS AS 

FOLLOWS:  

 
YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 

 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY DECLARED BILL NO. 197, 2020, FINALLY PASSED.  
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BILL NO. 199, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER TRAKAS ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

DECLARING THE PUBLIC NECESSITY OF AND PROVIDING FOR THE 

REPLACEMENT OF BRIDGE NO. 419; WIDENING AND ESTABLISHING OF 

A SECTION OF PUBLIC ROAD DESIGNATED AS BAYLESS AVENUE, 

LYING WHOLLY WITHI N UNINCORPORATED ST. LOUIS COUNTY, 

MISSOURI; DIRECTING THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY 

THEREFOR; AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO 

EXECUTE CONTRACTS, AGREEMENTS AND RELATED DOCUMENTS 

(AR-1686). 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILMAN TRAKAS, SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN HARDER, FOR 

FINAL PASSAGE OF BILL NO. 199, 2020.  UPON ROLL CALL, THE VOTE WAS AS 

FOLLOWS:  

 
YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 

 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY DECLARED BILL NO. 199, 2020, FINALLY PASSED. 

 

 

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 257                                      September 15, 2020 

Final Passage of Bills ï Continued 

 

 

BILL NO. 200, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HARDER ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

DECLARING THE PUBLIC NECESSITY OF AND PROVIDING FOR THE 

REPLACEMENT OF THE NEW BALLWIN ROAD BRIDGE NUMBER 349, 

LYING WHOLLY WITHIN UNINCORPORATED SAINT LOUIS COUNTY, 

MISSOURI; DIRECTING THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY 

THEREFOR; AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO 

EXECUTE CONTRACTS, AGREEMENTS AND RELATED DOCUMENTS 

(CR-1773). 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILMAN HARDER, SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN FITCH, FOR 

FINAL PASSAGE OF BILL NO. 200, 2020.  UPON ROLL CALL, THE VOTE WAS AS 

FOLLOWS:  

 
YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 

 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY DECLARED BILL NO. 200, 2020, FINALLY PASSED. 
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BILL NO. 201, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CLANCY ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO EXECUTE A 

MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF BRENTWOOD, 

MISSOURI FOR CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF 

IMPROVEMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE BRENTWOOD DEER CREEK 

GREENWAY CONNECTOR PROJECT LOCATED WITHIN COUNTY 

RIGHT-OF-WAY OF BRENTWOOD BOULEVARD. 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILWOMAN CLANCY, SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN WALTON 

GRAY, FOR FINAL PASSAGE OF BILL NO. 201, 2020.  UPON ROLL CALL, THE VOTE 

WAS AS FOLLOWS:  

 
YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 

 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY DECLARED BILL NO. 201, 2020, FINALLY PASSED. 

 

 

 

 

BILL NO. 202, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CLANCY ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AMENDING CHAPTER 1105 SLCRO 1974 AS AMENDED ñDEPARTMENT 

OF TRANSPORTATION,ò BY REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING SECTION 

1105.060 PERTAINING TO SPECIAL USE FEES. 

 

THERE BEING NO OBJECTION, CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY ORDERED BILL NO. 202, 2020, 

HELD ON THE FINAL PASSAGE ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

 

 Prior to making her motion, Councilwoman Clancy stated:  ñI will hold this bill and refer 

it to the Committee of Revenue and Personnel for a hearing.ò 
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BILL NO. 203, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CLANCY ENTITLED: 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO EXECUTE A FRANCHISE 

AGREEMENT WITH AMERICAN FIBER COMM LLC D/B/A ARCH FIBER 

FOR PLACEMENT OF NETWORK RESOURCE INFRASTRUCTURE FIBER 

OPTIC LINES IN COUNTYWIDE RIGHT-OF-WAY. 
 

MOVED BY COUNCILWOMAN CLANCY, SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN WALTON 

GRAY, FOR FINAL PASSAGE OF BILL NO. 203, 2020.  UPON ROLL CALL, THE VOTE 

WAS AS FOLLOWS:  
 

YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 
 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY DECLARED BILL NO. 203, 2020, FINALLY PASSED. 
 

 

 

 

BILL NO. 204, 2020, INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CLANCY ENTITLED: 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT 

AND ONE RENEWAL WITH METROPOLITAN TICKETS, INC. D/B/A 

METROTIX FOR TICKET SALE SERVICES FOR THE WINTER 

WONDERLAND EVENT. 
 

MOVED BY COUNCILWOMAN CLANCY, SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN WALTON 

GRAY, FOR FINAL PASSAGE OF BILL NO. 204, 2020.  UPON ROLL CALL, THE VOTE 

WAS AS FOLLOWS:  
 

YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 
 

CHAIRWOMAN CLANCY DECLARED BILL NO. 204, 2020, FINALLY PASSED.  
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Resolution No. 1 ï September 15, 2020 

 

Introduced by Council Members Days, Dunaway, Walton Gray and Clancy 

 

R E S O L U T I  O N 

 

WHEREAS, the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program (ñNLFò) is an 

advanced leadership-training program of Creating Whole Communities, which is a 

collaboration of the University of Missouri-St. Louis, MU Extension, and the  

St. Louis Promise Zone-St. Louis Economic Development Partnership; and 

 

WHEREAS, the mission of NLF is to increase and amplify the voices of 

North St. Louis County and North St. Louis City residents at civic decision-making 

tables in order to produce more equitable regional policies for neighborhoods; and 

 

WHEREAS, twenty-two leaders from North St. Louis County and North  

St. Louis City (ñthe Fellowsò) were accepted for this nine-month fellowship out of 

a pool of nearly 100 applicants; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fellows selected all reside in neighborhoods within the  

St. Louis Promise Zone, an area with a well-documented need for more targeted 

investment; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fellows are already utilizing the training they received to 

serve on regional and local boards and commissions, to seek elected office, and to 

work in teams to develop solutions for the issues facing the North St. Louis region; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the NLF graduation ceremony was held virtually on Saturday, 

September 12, 2020, at which time each Fellow will receive a University of 

Missouri-St. Louis Chancellorôs Certificate in Civic Leadership; and 

 

WHEREAS, Julia Abernathy is one of the twenty-two talented and 

dedicated Fellows who graduated from the NLF Program on September 12, 2020; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
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Resolution No. 1 ï September 15, 2020 ï Continued 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, 

MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

SECTION 1.  The County Council congratulates Julia Abernathy upon the 

occasion of graduation from the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program and 

looks forward to hearing more about efforts to further the NLFôs mission going 

forward. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Acting Administrative Director shall send a certified 

copy of this Resolution to the aforementioned Fellow as a token of the Councilôs 

esteem and gratitude for their hard work and commitment to create a more equitable 

community for all. 

 

Upon Roll Call the vote was as follows: 

 
YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 

 

SAID RESOLUTION BEING DULY ADOPTED BECAME KNOWN AS RESOLUTION 

NO. 6574, 2020. 
 

Resolution No. 2 ï September 15, 2020 

 

Introduced by Council Members Days, Dunaway, Walton Gray and Clancy 

 

R E S O L U T I  O N 

 

WHEREAS, the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program (ñNLFò) is an 

advanced leadership-training program of Creating Whole Communities, which is a 

collaboration of the University of Missouri-St. Louis, MU Extension, and the  

St. Louis Promise Zone-St. Louis Economic Development Partnership; and 

 

WHEREAS, the mission of NLF is to increase and amplify the voices of 

North St. Louis County and North St. Louis City residents at civic decision-making 

tables in order to produce more equitable regional policies for neighborhoods; and 
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Resolution No. 2 ï September 15, 2020 ï Continued 

 

WHEREAS, twenty-two leaders from North St. Louis County and North  

St. Louis City (ñthe Fellowsò) were accepted for this nine-month fellowship out of 

a pool of nearly 100 applicants; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fellows selected all reside in neighborhoods within the  

St. Louis Promise Zone, an area with a well-documented need for more targeted 

investment; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fellows are already utilizing the training they received to 

serve on regional and local boards and commissions, to seek elected office, and to 

work in teams to develop solutions for the issues facing the North St. Louis region; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the NLF graduation ceremony was held virtually on Saturday, 

September 12, 2020, at which time each Fellow will receive a University of 

Missouri-St. Louis Chancellorôs Certificate in Civic Leadership; and 

 

WHEREAS, Megan Betts is one of the twenty-two talented and dedicated 

Fellows who graduated from the NLF Program on September 12, 2020; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, 

MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

SECTION 1.  The County Council congratulates Megan Betts upon the 

occasion of graduation from the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program and 

looks forward to hearing more about efforts to further the NLFôs mission going 

forward. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Acting Administrative Director shall send a certified 

copy of this Resolution to the aforementioned Fellow as a token of the Councilôs 

esteem and gratitude for their hard work and commitment to create a more equitable 

community for all. 
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Resolution No. 2 ï September 15, 2020 ï Continued 

 

Upon Roll Call the vote was as follows: 

 
YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 

 

SAID RESOLUTION BEING DULY ADOPTED BECAME KNOWN AS RESOLUTION 

NO. 6575, 2020. 
 

Resolution No. 3 ï September 15, 2020 

 

Introduced by Council Members Days, Dunaway, Walton Gray and Clancy 

 

R E S O L U T I  O N 

 

WHEREAS, the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program (ñNLFò) is an 

advanced leadership-training program of Creating Whole Communities, which is a 

collaboration of the University of Missouri-St. Louis, MU Extension, and the  

St. Louis Promise Zone-St. Louis Economic Development Partnership; and 

 

WHEREAS, the mission of NLF is to increase and amplify the voices of 

North St. Louis County and North St. Louis City residents at civic decision-making 

tables in order to produce more equitable regional policies for neighborhoods; and 

 

WHEREAS, twenty-two leaders from North St. Louis County and North  

St. Louis City (ñthe Fellowsò) were accepted for this nine-month fellowship out of 

a pool of nearly 100 applicants; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fellows selected all reside in neighborhoods within the  

St. Louis Promise Zone, an area with a well-documented need for more targeted 

investment; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fellows are already utilizing the training they received to 

serve on regional and local boards and commissions, to seek elected office, and to 

work in teams to develop solutions for the issues facing the North St. Louis region; 

and  
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Resolution No. 3 ï September 15, 2020 ï Continued 

 

WHEREAS, the NLF graduation ceremony was held virtually on Saturday, 

September 12, 2020, at which time each Fellow will receive a University of 

Missouri-St. Louis Chancellorôs Certificate in Civic Leadership; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mary Chandler is one of the twenty-two talented and dedicated 

Fellows who graduated from the NLF Program on September 12, 2020; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, 

MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

SECTION 1.  The County Council congratulates Mary Chandler upon the 

occasion of graduation from the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program and 

looks forward to hearing more about efforts to further the NLFôs mission going 

forward. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Acting Administrative Director shall send a certified 

copy of this Resolution to the aforementioned Fellow as a token of the Councilôs 

esteem and gratitude for their hard work and commitment to create a more equitable 

community for all. 

 

Upon Roll Call the vote was as follows: 

 
YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 

 

SAID RESOLUTION BEING DULY ADOPTED BECAME KNOWN AS RESOLUTION 

NO. 6576, 2020. 
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Resolution No. 4 ï September 15, 2020 

 

Introduced by Council Members Days, Dunaway, Walton Gray and Clancy 

 

R E S O L U T I  O N 

 

WHEREAS, the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program (ñNLFò) is an 

advanced leadership-training program of Creating Whole Communities, which is a 

collaboration of the University of Missouri-St. Louis, MU Extension, and the  

St. Louis Promise Zone-St. Louis Economic Development Partnership; and 

 

WHEREAS, the mission of NLF is to increase and amplify the voices of 

North St. Louis County and North St. Louis City residents at civic decision-making 

tables in order to produce more equitable regional policies for neighborhoods; and 

 

WHEREAS, twenty-two leaders from North St. Louis County and North  

St. Louis City (ñthe Fellowsò) were accepted for this nine-month fellowship out of 

a pool of nearly 100 applicants; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fellows selected all reside in neighborhoods within the  

St. Louis Promise Zone, an area with a well-documented need for more targeted 

investment; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fellows are already utilizing the training they received to 

serve on regional and local boards and commissions, to seek elected office, and to 

work in teams to develop solutions for the issues facing the North St. Louis region; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the NLF graduation ceremony was held virtually on Saturday, 

September 12, 2020, at which time each Fellow will receive a University of 

Missouri-St. Louis Chancellorôs Certificate in Civic Leadership; and 

 

WHEREAS, Audrey Ellermann is one of the twenty-two talented and 

dedicated Fellows who graduated from the NLF Program on September 12, 2020; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, 

MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS:  
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Resolution No. 4 ï September 15, 2020 ï Continued 

 

SECTION 1.  The County Council congratulates Audrey Ellermann upon 

the occasion of graduation from the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program 

and looks forward to hearing more about efforts to further the NLFôs mission going 

forward. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Acting Administrative Director shall send a certified 

copy of this Resolution to the aforementioned Fellow as a token of the Councilôs 

esteem and gratitude for their hard work and commitment to create a more equitable 

community for all. 

 

Upon Roll Call the vote was as follows: 

 
YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 

 

SAID RESOLUTION BEING DULY ADOPTED BECAME KNOWN AS RESOLUTION 

NO. 6577, 2020. 
 

Resolution No. 5 ï September 15, 2020 

 

Introduced by Council Members Days, Dunaway, Walton Gray and Clancy 

 

R E S O L U T I  O N 

 

WHEREAS, the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program (ñNLFò) is an 

advanced leadership-training program of Creating Whole Communities, which is a 

collaboration of the University of Missouri-St. Louis, MU Extension, and the  

St. Louis Promise Zone-St. Louis Economic Development Partnership; and 

 

WHEREAS, the mission of NLF is to increase and amplify the voices of 

North St. Louis County and North St. Louis City residents at civic decision-making 

tables in order to produce more equitable regional policies for neighborhoods; and 

 

WHEREAS, twenty-two leaders from North St. Louis County and North  

St. Louis City (ñthe Fellowsò) were accepted for this nine-month fellowship out of 

a pool of nearly 100 applicants; and  
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Resolution No. 5 ï September 15, 2020 ï Continued 
 

WHEREAS, the Fellows selected all reside in neighborhoods within the  

St. Louis Promise Zone, an area with a well-documented need for more targeted 

investment; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Fellows are already utilizing the training they received to 

serve on regional and local boards and commissions, to seek elected office, and to 

work in teams to develop solutions for the issues facing the North St. Louis region; 

and  
 

WHEREAS, the NLF graduation ceremony was held virtually on Saturday, 

September 12, 2020, at which time each Fellow will receive a University of 

Missouri-St. Louis Chancellorôs Certificate in Civic Leadership; and 
 

WHEREAS, Delesha George is one of the twenty-two talented and 

dedicated Fellows who graduated from the NLF Program on September 12, 2020; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, 

MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

SECTION 1.  The County Council congratulates Delesha George upon the 

occasion of graduation from the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program and 

looks forward to hearing more about efforts to further the NLFôs mission going 

forward. 
 

SECTION 2.  The Acting Administrative Director shall send a certified 

copy of this Resolution to the aforementioned Fellow as a token of the Councilôs 

esteem and gratitude for their hard work and commitment to create a more equitable 

community for all. 
 

Upon Roll Call the vote was as follows: 
 

YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 
 

SAID RESOLUTION BEING DULY ADOPTED BECAME KNOWN AS RESOLUTION 

NO. 6578, 2020.  
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Resolution No. 6 ï September 15, 2020 

 

Introduced by Council Members Days, Dunaway, Walton Gray and Clancy 

 

R E S O L U T I  O N 

 

WHEREAS, the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program (ñNLFò) is an 

advanced leadership-training program of Creating Whole Communities, which is a 

collaboration of the University of Missouri-St. Louis, MU Extension, and the  

St. Louis Promise Zone-St. Louis Economic Development Partnership; and 

 

WHEREAS, the mission of NLF is to increase and amplify the voices of 

North St. Louis County and North St. Louis City residents at civic decision-making 

tables in order to produce more equitable regional policies for neighborhoods; and 

 

WHEREAS, twenty-two leaders from North St. Louis County and North  

St. Louis City (ñthe Fellowsò) were accepted for this nine-month fellowship out of 

a pool of nearly 100 applicants; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fellows selected all reside in neighborhoods within the  

St. Louis Promise Zone, an area with a well-documented need for more targeted 

investment; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fellows are already utilizing the training they received to 

serve on regional and local boards and commissions, to seek elected office, and to 

work in teams to develop solutions for the issues facing the North St. Louis region; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the NLF graduation ceremony was held virtually on Saturday, 

September 12, 2020, at which time each Fellow will receive a University of 

Missouri-St. Louis Chancellorôs Certificate in Civic Leadership; and 

 

WHEREAS, Karen Greer is one of the twenty-two talented and dedicated 

Fellows who graduated from the NLF Program on September 12, 2020; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, 

MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS:  
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Resolution No. 6 ï September 15, 2020 ï Continued 

 

SECTION 1.  The County Council congratulates Karen Greer upon the 

occasion of graduation from the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program and 

looks forward to hearing more about efforts to further the NLFôs mission going 

forward. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Acting Administrative Director shall send a certified 

copy of this Resolution to the aforementioned Fellow as a token of the Councilôs 

esteem and gratitude for their hard work and commitment to create a more equitable 

community for all. 

 

Upon Roll Call the vote was as follows: 

 
YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 

 

SAID RESOLUTION BEING DULY ADOPTED BECAME KNOWN AS RESOLUTION 

NO. 6579, 2020. 
 

Resolution No. 7 ï September 15, 2020 

 

Introduced by Council Members Days, Dunaway, Walton Gray and Clancy 

 

R E S O L U T I  O N 

 

WHEREAS, the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program (ñNLFò) is an 

advanced leadership-training program of Creating Whole Communities, which is a 

collaboration of the University of Missouri-St. Louis, MU Extension, and the  

St. Louis Promise Zone-St. Louis Economic Development Partnership; and 

 

WHEREAS, the mission of NLF is to increase and amplify the voices of 

North St. Louis County and North St. Louis City residents at civic decision-making 

tables in order to produce more equitable regional policies for neighborhoods; and 

 

WHEREAS, twenty-two leaders from North St. Louis County and North  

St. Louis City (ñthe Fellowsò) were accepted for this nine-month fellowship out of 

a pool of nearly 100 applicants; and  
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Resolution No. 7 ï September 15, 2020 ï Continued 
 

WHEREAS, the Fellows selected all reside in neighborhoods within the  

St. Louis Promise Zone, an area with a well-documented need for more targeted 

investment; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Fellows are already utilizing the training they received to 

serve on regional and local boards and commissions, to seek elected office, and to 

work in teams to develop solutions for the issues facing the North St. Louis region; 

and  
 

WHEREAS, the NLF graduation ceremony was held virtually on Saturday, 

September 12, 2020, at which time each Fellow will receive a University of 

Missouri-St. Louis Chancellorôs Certificate in Civic Leadership; and 
 

WHEREAS, Eltoreon Hawkins is one of the twenty-two talented and 

dedicated Fellows who graduated from the NLF Program on September 12, 2020; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, 

MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

SECTION 1.  The County Council congratulates Eltoreon Hawkins upon 

the occasion of graduation from the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program 

and looks forward to hearing more about efforts to further the NLFôs mission going 

forward. 
 

SECTION 2.  The Acting Administrative Director shall send a certified 

copy of this Resolution to the aforementioned Fellow as a token of the Councilôs 

esteem and gratitude for their hard work and commitment to create a more equitable 

community for all. 
 

Upon Roll Call the vote was as follows: 
 

YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 
 

SAID RESOLUTION BEING DULY ADOPTED BECAME KNOWN AS RESOLUTION 

NO. 6580, 2020.  
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Resolution No. 8 ï September 15, 2020 

 

Introduced by Council Members Days, Dunaway, Walton Gray and Clancy 

 

R E S O L U T I  O N 

 

WHEREAS, the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program (ñNLFò) is an 

advanced leadership-training program of Creating Whole Communities, which is a 

collaboration of the University of Missouri-St. Louis, MU Extension, and the  

St. Louis Promise Zone-St. Louis Economic Development Partnership; and 

 

WHEREAS, the mission of NLF is to increase and amplify the voices of 

North St. Louis County and North St. Louis City residents at civic decision-making 

tables in order to produce more equitable regional policies for neighborhoods; and 

 

WHEREAS, twenty-two leaders from North St. Louis County and North  

St. Louis City (ñthe Fellowsò) were accepted for this nine-month fellowship out of 

a pool of nearly 100 applicants; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fellows selected all reside in neighborhoods within the  

St. Louis Promise Zone, an area with a well-documented need for more targeted 

investment; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fellows are already utilizing the training they received to 

serve on regional and local boards and commissions, to seek elected office, and to 

work in teams to develop solutions for the issues facing the North St. Louis region; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the NLF graduation ceremony was held virtually on Saturday, 

September 12, 2020, at which time each Fellow will receive a University of 

Missouri-St. Louis Chancellorôs Certificate in Civic Leadership; and 

 

WHEREAS, Kristina Hazley is one of the twenty-two talented and 

dedicated Fellows who graduated from the NLF Program on September 12, 2020; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, 

MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS:  
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Resolution No. 8 ï September 15, 2020 ï Continued 

 

SECTION 1.  The County Council congratulates Kristina Hazley upon the 

occasion of graduation from the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program and 

looks forward to hearing more about efforts to further the NLFôs mission going 

forward. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Acting Administrative Director shall send a certified 

copy of this Resolution to the aforementioned Fellow as a token of the Councilôs 

esteem and gratitude for their hard work and commitment to create a more equitable 

community for all. 

 

Upon Roll Call the vote was as follows: 

 
YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 

 

SAID RESOLUTION BEING DULY ADOPTED BECAME KNOWN AS RESOLUTION 

NO. 6581, 2020. 
 

Resolution No. 9 ï September 15, 2020 

 

Introduced by Council Members Days, Dunaway, Walton Gray and Clancy 

 

R E S O L U T I  O N 

 

WHEREAS, the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program (ñNLFò) is an 

advanced leadership-training program of Creating Whole Communities, which is a 

collaboration of the University of Missouri-St. Louis, MU Extension, and the  

St. Louis Promise Zone-St. Louis Economic Development Partnership; and 

 

WHEREAS, the mission of NLF is to increase and amplify the voices of 

North St. Louis County and North St. Louis City residents at civic decision-making 

tables in order to produce more equitable regional policies for neighborhoods; and 

 

WHEREAS, twenty-two leaders from North St. Louis County and North  

St. Louis City (ñthe Fellowsò) were accepted for this nine-month fellowship out of 

a pool of nearly 100 applicants; and  
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Resolution No. 9 ï September 15, 2020 ï Continued 
 

WHEREAS, the Fellows selected all reside in neighborhoods within the  

St. Louis Promise Zone, an area with a well-documented need for more targeted 

investment; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Fellows are already utilizing the training they received to 

serve on regional and local boards and commissions, to seek elected office, and to 

work in teams to develop solutions for the issues facing the North St. Louis region; 

and  
 

WHEREAS, the NLF graduation ceremony was held virtually on Saturday, 

September 12, 2020, at which time each Fellow will receive a University of 

Missouri-St. Louis Chancellorôs Certificate in Civic Leadership; and 
 

WHEREAS, Kyle Lackey is one of the twenty-two talented and dedicated 

Fellows who graduated from the NLF Program on September 12, 2020; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, 

MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

SECTION 1.  The County Council congratulates Kyle Lackey upon the 

occasion of graduation from the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program and 

looks forward to hearing more about efforts to further the NLFôs mission going 

forward. 
 

SECTION 2.  The Acting Administrative Director shall send a certified 

copy of this Resolution to the aforementioned Fellow as a token of the Councilôs 

esteem and gratitude for their hard work and commitment to create a more equitable 

community for all. 
 

Upon Roll Call the vote was as follows: 
 

YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, FITCH, WALTON GRAY, CLANCY, TRAKAS, HARDER 

NAYS:  NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 
 

SAID RESOLUTION BEING DULY ADOPTED BECAME KNOWN AS RESOLUTION 

NO. 6582, 2020.  




